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“It is my hope that students will take home a newspaper and spread the joy of reading 
one with their family members as well as show them how important reading the 
newspaper is to improve their literacy.” 
 
Cindy was chosen as the 2017 Grand Prize Winner because of her dedication to 
including the Tampa Bay Times and NIE resources as part of her curriculum over the 
past 18 years as a reading teacher. 
 
As one example, each quarter, Cindy designs a current events project centered on a 
different theme. The projects include research, reading and writing assignments that all 
incorporate the newspaper. The projects progress from individual in quarter one, to 
pairs in quarter two, to teams of four in quarters three and four. 
 
In quarter four, teams of students complete an end of the year Historical Play Team 
Project. This project gives them an opportunity to apply what they have learned about 
reporting a current or past event using real news and supporting it with evidence. This 
project brings together many elements students studied throughout the year, including 
knowing how to determine a valid, reliable and credible news source.  



 
Using project-based learning, such as in these activities, fosters inquiry, teaches 
research skills and introduces students to working as a team to reach a common goal. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 


