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“My co-teacher and I teach inclusion Civics at Inverness Middle School. The Tampa Bay 
Times makes high level learning possible, engages students and allows them to have 
an informed debate or ask an informed question based on what they read, rather than 
what they heard.” 
 
Donald was chosen as a 2018 Honorable Mention because of his use of the newspaper 
to teach students about core civics concepts. 
 
Throughout the year, he uses the Tampa Bay Times to enhance lessons on government 
and current events by helping students to visualize new material and apply the lessons 
learned to daily life. 
 
In January 2018, Donald and his co-teacher Paul Hoyt created a week-long current 
events unit using the Times as a key resource. The goal of the project was to reinforce 
students’ knowledge of the constitutional principles of checks and balances, separation 
of powers, limited government, federalism, due process and rule of law.  
 
Students began by choosing an article from the Times and examining it using a K-W-L 
(Know, Want to Know, Learned) chart.  
 



Students then participated in a Socratic Seminar (a structured, text-based group 
discussion), where they discussed the issues and constitutional principles raised by 
their articles. This unit enhanced student learning by fostering inquiry and research and 
allowing students to see how constitutional principles work in the real world. 
 

 


