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Johana is the instructor for CHOICE Academy within Hillsborough High School in 
Hillsborough County. 
 
CHOICE Academy assists young adults with autism and intellectual disabilities in 
developing skills to be successful participants in their community. Additionally, it gives 
students ages 18-21 the opportunity to experience personal growth and community 
exploration.  
 
Johana was chosen as a 2020 NIE Teacher of the Year Honorable Mention for her use 
of the Tampa Bay Times to help her students become independent adults. 
 
Johana has used the Tampa Bay Times in her classroom for several years. In 2019-20, 
she decided to implement the major concept “Employment and Community Resources” 
differently using the BayLink section of the Times as a supplement to the existing 
curriculum.  
 
First, the students learned how to find, read and understand job advertisements. 
 
Next, they learned how to identify jobs for which they had the necessary skills, and 
which interested them. 
 
Finally, they completed a graphic organizer to identify how to find out more about the 
jobs and how to apply. The organizer required students to list each job, the address, 
website, phone number and email address, and whether the job was close to their home 
address.  
 
The goal of this ongoing lesson is to prepare students to seek and maintain a job and, 
ultimately, become independent. 
 



  


