


grades B-3

it's a Grammar
Touchdown

NECWS
(-BUT05-}

for eEditions

Sunday, February 5 was a day about excitement. It also was a day when
sports journalists across the country sought to bring their best game to
write about the Super Bowl for newspapers and eEditions this week.
Not surprisingly, many used every adjective they could find to make
their writing come alive. Active verbs like “smashed,” “bolted,” “dove”
and “nailed” ruled the day. Even the simple transition words like “next,”
“then,” “also” and “in addition” found themselves losing out to verbs
leading readers through the action. Print out an eEdition article about
the Super Bowl game between the New England Patriots and New York
Giants. Use a highlighter to pick out the best action verbs, adjectives
and transitions. Share what you find with the class.

2 Seek and Find

The ease of finding names, words and
phrases in eEdition articles is one of

the many advantages of reading the
newspaper electronically. Simply use
your computer’s Edit drop-down menu
and choose Find. Next, type in the word,
name or phrase you're looking for. You'll
be able to see if and how many times it
appears in the article. Your computer will
also highlight each place it appears in the
story. Find a local story in the eEdition
that you know something about, such as
a story about your school, community

or neighborhood. Follow the steps above
to find a word, name or phrase. Write

an instruction sheet giving step-by-step
directions for finding a subject or person
in an eEdition article. Next, write a
paragraph about the advantages of using
the eEdition to research a report for
school.

Core/National Standard: Analyzing how to use a variety of transition words, phrases and clauses to convey sequence, signal shifts and
show relationships.

q The Fab Four

Imagine Justin Bieber times four. That
was the Beatles in 1964, when the band
first touched down in America. The Fab
Four, as they were often called, were an
almost instant hit in the United States
after their song “I Want to Hold Your
Hand” was released. When they arrived
at the airport in New York, more than
3,000 screaming fans almost caused
riot. Two days after arriving, they made
their first appearance on television’s “Ed
Sullivan Show.” Find an eEdition article
about a musical artist or band that has
made a huge impact on pop culture.
Research the person or group and write
a short biography. Design a poster to go
with your biography.

g A Beautiful Bnding

A journalist will tell you that the first
sentence or paragraph of a story needs
to leap off the page, grab the readers

and pull them into the story. That is
important, but it’s also important to have
a great ending to a story. You never want
to let a story just fade out. You want

to leave your reader with something
memorable. Find several news or feature
articles in the eEdition that have great
beginnings, but also great endings. Print
out the stories, read them aloud to the
class. Discuss as a group what makes
each ending powerful or memorable.

Core/National Standards: Understanding and using the operations
and functions of technology systems to become proficient in the use
of technology; writing and following procedures in the form of step-
by-step instructions, recipes, formulas, flow diagrams and sketches.

Core/National Standard: Analyzing conclusions that follow from the
narrated experiences or events.

Core/National Standards: Reading and comprehending informational
texts independently and proficiently; understanding the impact art,

movies, television, music and technology have on society; adding
visual displays to presentations to enhance main ideas or points.

forced him from the car and into a getaway vehicle.

s o They roared through the streets of the town, crashed

\Uriking For Space through a barricade and traded gunfire with police.
Ock endured a number of experiences before being
released. The question Bluestein faced was which
facts to use and which quotes made the best story
in the space allowed. Find an eEdition news or
feature article that catches your attention. Write a
paragraph explaining what interested you and what
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Sometimes newspaper or eEdition writers are
assigned stories that make them wish they worked
for a magazine where they would have more than
15 inches of space to give their account. Greg
Bluestein might have felt that way when he covered

the kidnapping of an American businessman in the details made the story memorable after you read it.

African nation of Nigeria. The car carrying Greg Aft . . .
. . . erward, email the writer and ask him/her how he/
Ock was stuck in traffic when two men with guns she decided what would be included and what would
be cut.

Core/National Standard: Developing a topic thoroughly by selecting the most
significant and relevant facts, concrete details, quotations and other information.
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2 Unplugged
and Happy

Cell phone. Bluetooth. Texting. Talking.
Tweeting. Facebook. People are more
connected today than ever before, and
not necessarily in a good way, says Jake
Reilly, a 24-year-old college student from
Chicago. According to a Yahoo! News
article, Reilly unplugged from all forms
of social media for 90 days recently;
because he said he “felt that we spend
more quality time with gadgets and
keyboards than we do with the people
we really care about.” He called his social
experiment the “Amish Project.” By the
end, he said he discovered who his real
friends were, he had more time to study;
and he preferred talking to his friends
face to face. Find an eEdition article that
talks about the effect of social media

on the lives of people. As a class, talk
about the good and bad effects you have
experienced. Challenge yourselves to go
one week without any social media and
then write about what it was like.

Core/National Standards: Engaging effectively in a range of
collaborative discussions; assessing the influence of television, the

Internet and other forms of electronic communication on the creation

and diffusion of cultural and political information worldwide.

s Copycat

The eEdition is a great source for essays and research
papers for school. And because its electronic, it's
convenient, too. Sometimes, it's helpful to copy and
paste sentences, statistics and quotes to a word
processing document as notes (do NOT copy

and paste them directly into your essay — that's
plagiarism!). To do this, use your mouse to highlight
the text you want. Use your computer’s Edit drop-

Core/National Standards: Using the operations of technology systems to become
proficient in the use of technology; recognizing and approximating authors’ innovative
techniques to convey meaning and influence an audience when composing texts.

grades 8-1¢

What Do You
Really Think?

If you are ever looking for people with strong opinions, look no further
than a book reviewer. Reviewers express their thoughts on literature
and nonfiction with brutal honesty. David Gates, for example, wrote in
the New York Times Sunday Book Review recently that Elliot Perlman’s
“The Street Sweeper” was the perfect example of how not to write
fiction. Janet Maslin, on the other hand, heaped praise on “Behind the
Beautiful Forevers: Life, Death and Hope in a Mumbai Undercity” by
Katherine Boo. The book is a nonfiction account of a Mumbai slum

and a boy accused of murder, and Maslin called it an “exquisitely accom-
plished first book.” Search your eEdition for a book review. Or find one
online. Using it as an example, read a book you think your classmates
would like and write a review of it. Share reviews with the class.

Core/National Standards: Analyzing and evaluating the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or her exposition or argument,
including whether the structure makes points clear, convincing and engaging; reading and comprehending complex literary and informational

texts independently and proficiently.
q For the Bebten

Nokuthamba Mandela, the last remaining
sibling of former South African president
Nelson Mandela, died last week. This
weekend marks the 22nd anniversary

of the release of Mandela from prison,
after he spent 27 years in jail for oppos-
ing South Africa’s system of apartheid.
He was one of the leaders of the African
National Congress, which fought for the
rights of blacks in the racially oppressive
country. In 1989, then-President EW. de
Klerk began dismantling apartheid. Find
an eEdition article on South Africa. Or
find an example online. Do additional
research and discuss as a class the
impact Mandela has had on that country
and the changes it has undergone.

3 A Balancing Act

John Wisely; a staff reporter for the
Detroit Free Press, had a story to cover.
He needed to cover a hearing about
unpaid property taxes. It was not a

sexy, hard-hitting story, but he found a
balance by telling two stories in one. One
story was the amount of unpaid taxes
and a Stipulated Payment Agreement.
The other was the human story that

put a face on the situation. To tell that
story Wisely focused on Heidi Young, a
40-year-old who had gotten laid off three
years earlier and her quest to keep her
home. Search your eEdition for a story
that has more than one key element.
Write a summary of the different
elements that are important to the story:

Core/National Standards: Determining two or more central ideas of
a text and analyzing their development over the course of the text;
providing an objective summary of the text.

Core/National Standards: Engaging effectively in a range of
collaborative discussions; explaining the dismantling of the
apartheid system in South Africa and the winning of political rights
by the black majority; reading informational texts proficiently.

down menu and choose Copy. Next, use the Edit
menu again to paste it in a word processing
document. Remember, that while you can’t use

the copied text as is, you can rewrite it in your own
words or quote it and give credit to the author. Find
an article in the eEdition that interests you. Using
the steps above, copy and paste statistics, a quote or
another piece from the article to another document
used for notes. Finally, write a letter to the editor
about the issue in the article and responsibly use the
information you copied for notes. Remember to give
credit to the author or source.
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