


On July 29, 1958, the U.S.
Congress passed legislation to establish a civilian agency to 
coordinate the country’s space initiatives. That’s when the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) was born. The
idea for NASA came after the superpower nation known as the
Soviet Union launched its first satellite, Sputnik I, in 1957. In 1961,
U.S. President John F. Kennedy announced that by the end of the
1960s Americans would put a man on the moon. NASA’s Apollo 11
mission did this on July 20, 1969. Search the archives of the
eEdition for articles about the U.S. space program. Write an 
editorial offering your opinions about America’s role (past, present
and future) in space endeavors. 

So far, according to the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA), 2010 has
been the warmest year worldwide
since record-keeping began in 1880.
March, April, May and June all have
set new records for temperatures.
Experts say the climate change is
due to increases in greenhouse
gases. Not all agree, however. A
meteorologist who co-founded The
Weather Channel, for example, says
heat records are set because many
weather stations used by NOAA are
in warmer urban areas. Locate the
weather page in your eEdition and
choose a U.S. city from the high and
low temperatures chart. Using
weather forecasts from the archives
and current information, create
weather predictions for this city 
for each day next week. 

A high school in San Francisco, California,
is making room for “smart” vending
machines this fall. The machines will offer
healthy foods and drinks such as fruit, 
vegetables, milk, water, juice, and
juice/water blends that have no added
sweeteners, caffeine or herbal supplements.

The eEdition allows users to easily
e-mail articles, photos or ads they
want to share with someone. Simply
click on the item you want to e-mail
and then click the e-mail icon. Fill
out the form with the e-mail
addresses of the sender and 
recipient, and include a message.
Find the movie theater ads in the
eEdition. Click on the theater your
family goes to most. E-mail the ad
to a friend and write a note about
which movie you’d like to see, when
you’d like to see it and why you
think this is a movie the two of you
would enjoy seeing together. 

Next month scientists from the
state of California and the U.S. 
government will begin creating the
most detailed map of the California
coastline ever attempted. They’ll
use laser beams, computer software
and airplanes to map the state’s
1,200-mile coastline. Maps, graphs,
charts and other visual aids are
often used to help readers better
understand information or a 
situation. Find an example in the
eEdition. Write a paragraph
describing ways the map, graph or
chart is more effective than print
alone in conveying information.
Then write ways that text is better.

Learning Standards: Engaging peers in constructive conversation about matters of interest or importance; comprehending what constitutes good
health and nutrition; evaluating the impact on households of alternative solutions to societal problems such as health care or fitness.

Learning Standards: Using patterns and generalizations to make and
justify inferences and predictions; explaining what causes different
kinds of weather; analyzing the relationships between human activities
and the atmosphere. 

Learning Standards: Communicating information accurately and 
effectively and demonstrating expressive abilities by creating electronic,
written and visual texts that enlighten and engage an audience; 
demonstrating knowledge of changes in technologies.

Learning Standards: Acquiring information from multiple sources;
organizing and interpreting data using tables, charts, graphs, spread-
sheets and databases.
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Learning Standards: Explaining how we learn about the universe; selecting historic
decisions and evaluating them in light of core democratic values and resulting costs
and benefits as viewed from a variety of perspectives.

Best of all, students will get money back if they
make enough good food choices. According to
the U.S. Centers for Disease Control, almost
every U.S. state is taking steps to remove junk
food from school vending machines. Search the
eEdition for articles related to health, such as
nutrition, exercise or disease prevention. Create
a survey to find out your friends’ nutrition and
exercise habits, such as what kinds of snacks
they eat and how often. After your friends com-
plete the survey, discuss their opinions about
the importance of making healthy choices. 



Young men and women in the
town of Basra in southern Iraq are getting on-the-job training
thanks to a joint program by the British government and the Iraqi
Ministry of Labor Social Affairs. The Youth Employment Pilot
Program (YEPP) has placed more than 400 young people as
trainees with local businesses in the last 10 months. Some of the
skills the young workers are learning include carpentry, sewing,
metal welding and lathing (a practice for shaping wood, metal 
or other materials). Find a job that interests in you in eEdition 
classifieds section. Write a cover letter to the owner or hiring 
executive of that company detailing your education, experience
and skills and why you would be the right person for the job. 

When American Dan Schnitzer was
a senior at the University of Chicago
in 2007, he and his friends received
a $1,000 grant to build a wind 
turbine, an alternative energy 
generator, from scratch. The online
chronicle of the project caught the
attention of a man living in the
United States who was from a town
in the Caribbean nation of Haiti.
The man wanted Schnitzer’s help.
Working with a local Haitian organi-
zation, Schnitzer co-founded a 
nonprofit called EarthSpark Inter-
national, which is now working to
get solar panels and solar powered
lamps for rural Haiti. Read the
eEdition to find a need in your
state, country or the world. Write a
grant proposal asking for a specific
amount of money to provide
resources. Outline exactly how you
will help and who will benefit. 

Medicare, the U.S. health insurance 
program that provides hospital and medical
insurance for Americans 65 and older, was
signed into law 45 years ago by President
Lyndon B. Johnson on July 30, 1965. The
bill-signing ceremony took place at the
Truman Library in Independence, Missouri,

The estate of Adrian Jacobs, 
who wrote the 1987 book “The
Adventures of Willy the Wizard,” is
suing the publisher of “Harry Potter
and the Goblet of Fire.” The lawsuit
was filed in New York District Court
against Scholastic, Inc., claiming
that Potter author J.K. Rowling
wrongly used copyrighted work
from Jacob’s book. The plaintiff
wants to stop the sale of “Goblet”
and wants all remaining inventory
of the books destroyed. Read the
eEdition to learn about two sides of
a lawsuit. Using facts from the arti-
cle, write an editorial expressing
your opinions about the case.

The eEdition’s e-notify option sends
e-mails to users when subjects of
interest appear in the paper.
Readers can enter keywords and
receive daily notifications when 
articles match the subjects. Read
the eEdition to find a social issue
that interests you. Use the e-notify
option and enter keywords pertain-
ing to the article you found. Include
your e-mail address for notifica-
tions when articles about that 
subject appear in the paper. Note:
After receiving the first notification,
you may disable this feature, if
you’d like. 

Learning Standards: Demonstrating how language usage is related to successful communication in different spoken, written and visual 
communication contexts, such as job interviews and advertising; responding to a variety of oral, visual, written and electronic texts by making 
connections to students’ personal lives and the lives of others.

Learning Standards: Generating possible alternative resolutions 
to public issues and evaluating them using criteria that have been
identified; acquiring information from multiple sources.

Learning Standards: Considering the effects of an individual’s actions
on other people, how one acts in accordance with the rule of law and
how one acts in a virtuous and ethically responsible way as a member
of society; writing fluently for multiple purposes. 

Learning Standard: Locating information pertaining to a specific
social science topic in-depth using a variety of sources and electronic
technologies.
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Learning Standards: Stating an issue clearly as a question of public policy, tracing 
the origins of the issue, analyzing various perspectives people bring to the issue and
evaluating possible ways to resolve the issue. 

where former President Harry S. Truman
became the first person to receive the Medicare
card. Medicaid, a state and federally funded
health coverage program for low-income
Americans, soon followed on July 30, 1965.
Read archived and current articles in the
eEdition about the U.S. health care debate.
Using facts from the articles and your own 
opinions, write a speech that you would 
present before Congress about this issue. 


