Preparing for the FCAT’s

Comparisons LAA227 Using The News-Press

 (Same standard for grades 3 – 10) 
• To compare is tell how two or more things are alike. 

• To contrast is to tell how two or more things are different. 

• Clue words such as like or as show comparisons. 

• Clue words such as but or unlike show contrasts. 

• Often authors don’t use clue words. Readers must make their own comparisons! 

1. Direct your students to compare and contrast two local people or sports figures 

featured in one or more articles in The News-Press. Try to look for two people in 

the news that may have one or more things in common. (For example– they’re 

both teenage girls, they both enjoy helping people, they both hold public office, 

they’re both football players from our community, etc.) Encourage students to use 

a Venn diagram if it will help them. How are they alike? Different? Students can 

write one paragraph about how they are alike (2-3 sentences) and another 

paragraph (2-3 sentences) about how they are different. Encourage students to 

use the comparison and contrast words listed above (boldface) in their writing! 

2. Assign students to compare and contrast a local vs. a national news story on a 

similar topic. (For example, they could be articles about robbery, a heroic act, a 

fire, a unique kid, a business, etc.) How are they alike? How are they different? 

Look for similar or different details of the event or subject of the articles. Students 

may want to use a Venn diagram to plot the information they find, before writing a 

short response (SR)
3. Assign students to find two articles about happy people in The News-Press. 

Read both articles carefully. Why are they happy? Demonstrate main reasons 

and supporting details. Compare and contrast these two people. Encourage 

students to use a Venn diagram if it will help them. How is their kind of personal 

happiness alike? Different? Write one paragraph about how they are alike (2-3 

sentences) and another paragraph (2-3 sentences) about how they are different. 

4. Direct students to pick a character from the comic strips that is most like them. 

Using a Venn diagram, students can compare themselves to this character. 

Students should write their name above one circle and the character’s name over 

the other circle. Prompt your students: What do you have in common? – Write it 

in where the circles overlap. How are you different? Write these in underneath 

each name. Then ask students to write a sentence about themselves and the 

character they picked. Say what is unique about each of you. 

5. Prompt your students to look through The News-Press and see if they can find at 

least two or more stories that share the same theme. What is the big idea that 

ties the stories together? How do they compare? Remind your students that 

they will have to do some searching with their eyes by scanning the headlines 

and maybe reading the first paragraph or “lead” of several news articles before 

they find what they’re looking for. Tell them to be patient and read carefully! 

Once the articles are found, instruct students to reread them carefully. 

Then, have students write a sentence or two explaining and comparing the common theme. Also, pay attention to what might be different about their common themes. 

6. Tell your students to read the comics. Challenge them to see if they can 

match at least two of them together that share the same theme. What is the big idea that they share? Assign students to write a sentence or two about the theme 

they share in common. Share or discuss verbally in small groups or with the entire class. 
7. Read some of the letters to the editor in The News-Press. What do you think 

makes a good letter to the editor? What characteristics do they share? Write a 

paragraph explaining what you think. Explain why you made these particular 

judgments.  Next, compare and contrast a good letter to the editor vs. a bad one, in your 

opinion. What makes a “bad” letter? How are they different from each other? 

Extension Activity: Compare the tones of some of the letters to the editor. What 

are they? What clues did you find to determine the tone? Words? Phrases? 

Comparisons? 

8. Guide your students to find a pyramid-style news article, as well as a feature 

article. Unlike your common news article, feature articles are organized more like 

a narrative.
Quick Facts about Feature Stories 
*Feature leads may be more than one paragraph long and usually do not 


include the 5 W's and H. The main purpose of a feature lead is to set the tone 


and get the reader's attention. 
 *Are organized by a chronological, narrative, or logical pattern.

* Story should reflect the subject’s character and personality.

* Contain many direct quotes. At minimum, usually half of the story is comprised


of quotes.

 *Their creative, visual writing make people come alive.

Assign your students to compare the two organizational patterns of these two 

types of newspaper stories. Students may use a Venn diagram. 

