Sunshine State Standards and The News-Press

LANGUAGE ARTS

Grades K-2 (LA.B.2.1.1)

Find an article in The News-Press about an interesting person. Read the article to your students and ask them to answer the “who”, “what”, “when”, where”, “why” and “how” of the article. Instruct them to think about questions they would like to ask the person featured in the article.

Grades K – 2 (LA.B.2.1.4)

Pick out a particular story, feature or ad from The News-Press. Write out clear, specific directions to a classmate on how to get to that article’s exact location in The News-Press. Try it with the fewest instructions and then with the most instructions.

Grades K - 2 (LA.B.1.1.1)

Look through The News-Press for photographs of two people talking. Imagine what the two people are saying. Depending on their skill level, students can either orally share with the rest of the class or write out the dialogue.

Grades K – 2 (LA.A.1.1.2)

The message of photos is sometimes like the message in a word sentence. Look through The News-Press and find pictures, whose subject could represent a questions mark (?), an exclamation point (!) and a period (.). Print out the pictures and write an original sentence for each picture telling why you made the choice.

Grades K – 2 (LA.B.2.1.4)

Pick out a particular story, feature or ad from The News-Press. Write out clear, specific directions to a classmate on how to get to that article’s exact location in The News-Press.

Grades K – 2 (LA.D.2.1.1)

Everyone knows that Halloween means candy, candy and candy. Candy names are fun to read because they use language in funny ways. Pick a few of your favorites from Halloween ads in The News-Press. As a class, discuss why you like the names. Write a story using the candy names in the context of the story. For example, the ghosts heard 

snickers behind the bushes.

Grades K – 2 (LA.B.2.1.1)

Select a picture from a newspaper that shows a person’s facial expression. Have the students study the picture and write or dictate a sentence about what the person’s expression is communicating. More able students may write short paragraphs about the person telling why he/she looks the way he/she does.

Grades K – 2 (LA.A.2.1.1)

Headlines are often followed by a sub headline that gives more information and details about a story. Challenge students to find a few examples of sub headlines in the paper.  Choose a few interesting articles to read to the class and have them develop their own sub headlines.

Grades K - 2 (LA.A.2.1.1)

To help beginning readers to identify the main idea, look at the comics section of The News-Press. Have students identify the main idea in teacher-selected comic strips.

Grades K - 2 (LA.C.1.1.2)

Find three short articles/features to read to the class. Have the class rank order them according to their personal preference. Post these results on the blackboard. Discuss reasons for preferences.

Grades K – 2 (LA.D.2.1.4)

Stories are often attributed to news services. See how many different services you can find mentioned in The News-Press. Discuss how news services work.

Grades K – 2 ( LA.B.2.1.2)

Look in the classified section of The News-Press. Write the “story” behind a Lost and Found article.

Grades K - 2 (LA.D.2.1.2)

We often describe people by comparing them to animals. We might say that someone is a sly fox, a silly goose, slow as a snail or busy as a beaver. Working in small groups, write as many of these animal sayings as you can think of. Then, have each person in the group find one person in today’s newspaper that you think is showing one of the animal characteristics you have described. 

Grades K - 2 (LA.A.2.1.4)

Find the comics section of The News-Press. Decide which events in the strips could actually happen in real life and which events are make-believe. Make a chart listing these events and put them in two columns labeled “Based on Fact” and “Based on Fantasy”.

*******************************************************************
Grades 3 – 5 (LA.A.1.2.3)

Ask the students to locate one advertisement with several adjectives that praise the product. Have them rewrite the advertisement using words that have the opposite meaning. Provide time for the students to read their new advertisements aloud. Encourage other students to suggest humorous antonyms.

Grades 3 – 5 (LA.A.1.2.3)

Pick out a feature in the Life Styles section of The News-Press. Replace as many words with synonyms as you can. Which classmate or group can find the most words to substitute without changing the intent of the feature?  Try this with antonym substitution. How does this change the writer’s original intent?

Grades 3 - 5 (LA.A.2.2.6)

Read an editorial from today’s newspaper. Create a list of the words that are facts and words/phrases that are opinions. Choose a topic as a class and contribute facts and/or opinions about the topic. 

Grades 3 – 5 (LA.D.2.2.5)

Choose an interesting letter to the editor. Draw an editorial cartoon to illustrate it.

Grades 3 - 5 (LA.C.3.2.1 – LA.C.3.2.5)

The comics are one of the most entertaining parts of the newspapers. Find them today in The News-Press and read some of the strips. After reading, write a headline for one of the comics you read. Read your headline aloud to the class to see if your friends can guess which strip you read by only hearing the headline.

Grades 3 – 5 (LA.D.2.2.2)

A simile is a literary device comparing two ideas using “like” or “as”. Look through The News-Press for people or products about whom you could write a simile. For example, 

“Dale Earnhardt, Jr. was as fast as lightning.”

Grades 3 - 5 (LA.B.1.2.1)

Find examples of Thanksgiving traditions mentioned in The News-Press. Pick a tradition. Write a letter to the editor about why this tradition should be kept or why it should be eliminated. 
Grades 3 - 5 (LA.E.2.2.4)

Choose an article from The News-Press about something good happening in your world. You may pick from any section of the paper. Write down the main idea in a few words in the center of a piece of paper. Then write down some details that support the main idea. Connect the details to the main idea with lines that look like branches. Now you have created a mind map.

Grades 3 - 5 (LA.B.2.2.3)

Have students choose their favorite comic strip from today's comics. Have them write the strip in narrative form. Remind them to include the character, setting, action, problem, and solution.

Grades 3 - 5 (LA.E.2.2.1)

Read through the Sports page in The News-Press. Find an article about a sports game or event. Suppose you are a fan of the losing team. Write a paragraph about the game. Be sure to include thoughts about how it feels to lose a game or to watch your team lose, why your team lost, how the loss will affect the team. You may want to include some lessons you can learn from losing.

Grades 3 – 5 (LA.E.1.2.4)

Make a list of people in today’s newspaper who you believe are positive thinkers. Then make a list of the negative thinkers. Compare the people on both lists. Who is more successful, happy, productive and satisfied? Write down your conclusions.

Grades 3 – 5 (LA.A.1.2.1)

Help your students familiarize themselves with The News-Press. Have them go through each section of the newspaper and write a paragraph describing the type of news/features found in each section. What are the similarities? What are the differences?

Grades 3 - 5 (LA.B.2.2.3)

Have students choose their favorite comic strip from today's comics. Have them write the strip in narrative form. Remind them to include the character, setting, action, problem, and solution.

Grades 3 - 5 (LA.A.2.2.2)

Select several kinds of articles/features from The News-Press. After reading the article with the students, ask them to determine the author’s intent and audience.

Grades 3 - 5 (LA.A.2.2.6)

Locate one sports column written by a local or syndicated columnist in The News-Press. Develop a “T” chart and record every statement of fact to the left of the “T”, and every statement of opinion to the right of the “T”.

********************************************************************
Grades 6 – 8 (LA.A.2.3.3)

When people want to give an opinion about something, they may choose to write a letter to the editor of the newspapers. Find the letters to the editor in The News-Press. Write a summary of the types of things talked about in the letters. Is there any one issue more than others that seem to be in the letters? Do you agree with the opinions stated in the letters to the editor?

Grades 6 – 8 (LA.B.2.3.3)

Practice letter-writing skills. Students should respond to a job ad, or write a letter to the editor on an issue of concern.

Grades 6 – 8 (LA.B.2.3.1)

The news is often about troubles in the world. But there are often good news stories as well. Look in The News-Press and find a story about good news. What makes the news good? Does the story have any impact on your life? Write a brief summary of your good news and share it with your class.

Grades 6 - 8 (LA.B.2.3.3)

After selecting a favorite comic strip, have students create an ad for the movie version of the cartoon. This would help them figure out what characteristics each of the characters must have and figure out which movie stars would best portray these.

Grades 6 –8 (LA.D.2.3.4)

Holidays of all kinds give businesses a way to draw attention to things they want to sell. Look through the ads in The News-Press and make a list with classmates of ads offering holiday sales, deals or specials. Pick out and discuss the ones you think are the most creative. Then design your own creative holiday ad.

Grades 6 – 8 (LA.A.2.3.1)

You are in charge of planning a cover for an important monthly magazine. Choose an audience for your magazine. Look through The News-Press for five articles that you think would be best for your magazine. Design the cover, including titles that will make people want to read the articles and pictures that will catch their attention.

Grades 6 – 8 (LA.E.1.3.4)

A diamante is a seven line transitional poem shaped like a diamond. The poem is about two contrasting concepts switching midway between the two. Look through The News-Press for contrasting ideas, which could be used to create your own diamantes.

To find a diamante template log on to:

http://www.proteacher.com/070034.shtml
Grades 6 - 8 (LA.A.2.3.8)

Look through the comic strips in The News-Press for a character that is most like you. Make a list of the things you have in common with this character. What are the best things about the two of you? What would you like to change about yourself?

Grades 6 – 8 (LA.B.1.3.2)

Thanksgiving in America is traced back to the pilgrims and Native Americans. Using The News-Press as your guide, write news articles as if you participated in or observed the first Thanksgiving. Be sure to include possible quotes from some of the people who would have been present. Write your own headline for your story.

Grades 6 - 8 (LA.A.1.3.4)

Scan the job ads in the Classified Marketplace and look for jobs not requiring a college education or technical/professional training. What’s left? Discuss your findings.

Grades 6 - 8 (LA.C.3.3.3)

When you look through The News-Press, you can find examples of different values. Advice columns, editorials and letters to the editor all show values of the writers. Honesty, politeness or loyalty may be values that are taught in your home or school. In a small group, discuss the different values that are found in today’s papers. Rank them in order of their importance to you. As a class share each group’s list.

Grades 6 - 8 (LA.A.1.3.2)

List the names of five professional sports teams that you find in the sports page of The News-Press. Analyze the names to determine why the name is appropriate. Consider the history, geography, natural resources, climate etc. of the home city or state of each team for clues to the origin of their names.

Grades 6-8 (LA.B.2.3.1)

Pretend you have a secret pal in your class. Use the words from headlines in The News-Press to create a friendly message for your pal. You can cut out the words and past your message on a piece of paper, or you can just choose the words and write your message on the paper. If your secret pal is real, give him/her your message.

Grades 6 – 8 (LA.B.2.3.3)

What do you like best about reading The News-Press? Write editorials explaining the parts of the newspaper you like best and why. Attach examples of the things you like best to your editorials.

Grades 6-8 (LA.A.2.3.8)

Look through the classified and peruse the car ads. Which information is factual and which is an opinion given by the dealer. Underline facts in red and opinions in blue. Make a two-column table comparing fact vs. opinion words/phrases.

Grades 6 – 8 (LA.B.2.3.3)

Practice letter writing skills. Students should respond to a job ad, or write a letter to the editor on an issue of concern.

************************************************************************
Grades 9 - 12 (LA.B.2.4.3)

Have students write a sequel to their favorite comic strip. Compare their version to what the cartoonist does the next day with the character.

Grades 9 - 12 (LA.B.2.4.3)  
Look through The News-Press for a variety of different articles and writing styles. Select an article from Life Styles, Sports, the Editorial section, Business etc. Compare and contrast the different writing styles, audiences and purposes for each article. What are commonalities? What are differences? Share your work with the class.

Grades 9 – 12 (LA.B.1.4.2)

Choose a very short sentence from The News-Press and write it on the board. Expand the sentence into the longest sentence possible without making it awkward or unclear. Discuss how long sentences are not always good sentences; that sentence variety and balance are ideal. Try this with headlines or other short sentences.

Grades 9 – 12 (LA.D.2.4.2)

Comic strip humor comes in various types. Find examples, if possible, for each type of humor listed below. Identify each type and share with the class. Look up the definition of each type of humor in your dictionary: slapstick, wit, irony, satire, and pun.

Grades 9 – 12 (LA.C.3.4.5)

Some Halloween costumes are popular year after year. But celebrities, leaders or events inspire some Halloween costumes. Look through The News-Press and choose five people who would be popular as masks or costumes this year. Write a paragraph for each explaining why people would want to dress like the person.

Grades 9 – 12 (LA.C.1.4.2)

Many employers hire seasonal help to help with the holiday rush. Look through The News-Press’ classifieds and find a seasonal job. In groups of two, have one student take the role of employer and the other, job applicant. Then have them switch roles. They can write a paragraph or two about what they learned as the job applicant and what they discovered as the interviewer.

Grades 9 – 12 (LA.B.2.3.1)

Select a story that interests you. Rate the article using a rubric. A rubric is a scale you create to judge something using different categories. A rubric for a newspaper article could include the following categories: Is the article organized? Does it have supporting details? A satisfactory opening paragraph? A satisfactory closing paragraph? Is it fair? Rate your story in each category on a one to six scale with six being the best. Write a reason for your ratings. Compare your story with those chosen by others in your class. Which scored the highest?

Grades 9 - 12 (LA.C.1.4.1)

Newspapers fulfill many roles. Four of those roles are to inform, provide interpretation, provide a service and entertain. Distribute four cards to each class member with one function written on each card. Have students take turns selecting and orally reading an article/feature/editorial from The News-Press. Have the remaining students hold up the card which correctly identifies the role the newspaper played in the article they just had read to them. Discuss any differing opinions.

Grades 9 – 12 (LA.A.2.4.1)

Imagine that the top story of the day had to be shortened at the last minute because another big story broke and had to be fit in. Be a copy editor and edit from the bottom up. How much of the story can be cut without losing the essential facts? 

Grades 9 – 12 (LA.E.2.4.3)

The poetic form of Clerihew, a comic quatrain, contains anecdotes about well-known persons, and is usually humorous and sometimes satirical. Scan the headlines in The News-Press for names of contemporary newsmakers. What quirks or foibles do they have? Use the information you have gathered to create clerihews.

Grades 9 - 12 (LA.A.2.4.7)

Find articles/ads/letters featuring statistical data/analysis. Do you think the statistics are true? See if you can verify any of the statistics by doing some research on the Internet. Report your findings to the class.

Grades 9 - 12 (LA.B.2.4.3)

Have students check The News-Press for effective advertising. From the ads selected, ask them to make a list of at least 12 descriptive words to entice buyers. After compiling their lists, students can write one or two paragraphs describing a person or item of their choosing using as many of their words as they can.

Grades 9 – 12 (LA.A.2.4.5)

After discussing devices of persuasion using editorials found in The News-Press, have the students write an editorial making sure to state their reasons for nominating their teacher for “Teacher of the Year.”

Grades 9 - 12 (LA.D.2.3.4)

Locate any maps, charts, or graphics found in the front section of The News-Press. Do you feel these graphics enhance the reporting or distract the reader? Write a paragraph stating your opinion and share it with your classmates.

***********************************************************************
MATH

Grades K - 2 (MA.B.1.1.1)

How many measurement concepts can you find in today’s paper about length (distance, height, dimensions)? Write two word problems using the information you find. Exchange them with a classmate.

Grades K - 2 (MA.E.2.1.2)

Set up a chart with five columns on a piece of paper. Label each column with a vowel – A, E, I, O and U. Decide which vowel you think is used most often in headlines. Write your prediction above your chart. Then make a mark in each column for each vowel you see in the headlines on Page One of The News-Press. Which vowel is used most often? Make a graph to show your results.

Grades K - 2 (MA.B.1.1.1)

Have students work in cooperative groups. Skim The News-Press to find different forms of numbers, for example, dates, telephone numbers, temperatures, time, money etc. Using the information you find, write two word problems on a separate piece of paper. Exchange with a classmate and solve the problems.

Grades K - 2 (MA.B.4.1.1)

Find two pictures in The News-Press that show a loving relationship (not necessarily romantic). Measure the perimeter of each picture by selecting an appropriate object to serve as a unit of measure, such as a paper clip, eraser or marble.

************************************************************************
Grades 3 – 5 (MA.A.1.2.3)

Skim today’s sports section to find interesting stories about two different sports. Read the stories and list all the ways that math is used in each sport. Do you think sports could exist without math? Why or why not? Can you think of a sport that doesn’t use numbers to keep the score of each individual game?  Assuming that you chose stories about sports that use numbers to keep score, can you think of a way to keep score for each sport without using numbers?

Grades 3 – 5 (MA.B. 1.2.1)

See if you can find the longest word on the front page of The News-Press. Measure how long it is (in inches & centimeters).  

Grades 3 - 5 (MA.A.3.2.3)

What is your age? Can you find someone your age in today’s newspaper? Skim some of the stories in the paper and find five people whose ages are given. Compare each age to your own by figuring out how much older or younger than you each person is. Are most people in your community older than you? Why do you think that is?

Grades 3 – 5 (MA.E.3.2.1)

News can happen anywhere. Look at the front page of The News-Press and group the news that appears there. How many of the stories are about a local issue” How many are about your state, the nation or the world? Decide which stories fit into each of theses four groups. Make a bar or circle graph showing how many stories are in each group.

Grades 3 – 5 (MA.A.3.2.2)

You have a half of a million dollars to spend on a home for your teacher. Look through the Home seeker section to pick out the house. Note the price. Go furniture shopping. Using the Classified Marketplace and other ads throughout The News-Press, make a list of what you need to fill each room in your teacher’s house. Will you spend more on the house or the furniture? 

Grades 3 – 5 (MA.E.1.2.1)

Check the TV listings in the newspaper for today’s shows. Choose five categories from the page. Count the number of shows in each of your five categories. Make a bar or circle graph to show how many of each type of show are scheduled for today. Write three facts about your graph. Which is your favorite type of show?

Grades 3 – 5 (MA.B.2.2.2)

Many sports use measurement for regulation of events (length of a race, height of jumps, etc.) Some sports us U.S. customary measurements (foot, yard, mile) and some use metric (meters, kilometers, kilograms). Some sports use both. Skim today’s Sports section to find a sport that uses metric measurement and a sport that uses our customary measurement. Write a word problem about each sort using the form of measurement you found. 

***********************************************************************
Grades 6 – 8 (MA.A.4.3.1)

Plan a great day for your teacher. Look for events, movies, classes, etc. in The News-Press that you think your teacher would like to attend. Estimate how much it would cost to go to all the events and how much time it would take to do them all, including driving time. Don’t forget to plan a meal during the day. Search The News-Press for a good place to eat. Make a pie chart showing what percentage each activity/item represents of the total day.

Grades 6 – 8 (MA.A.3.3.2)

Use the Real Estate ads to find 10 houses that you might like to purchase. List the houses in order of least to most expensive. Compare the most and least expensive homes. What does the most expensive house have that the least expensive one does not have? If you put 20 % down on the most expensive house, how much money will you need to borrow to pay for the rest?

Grades 6 – 8 (MA.E.1.3.1)

The top advertisers on a typical week of television are Sears, J.C. Penney, Mc Donald’s Wal-Mart and Radio Shack. Based on the size of their ads, who are the top advertisers in today’s News-Press? Make a graph to show your findings.

Grades 6 – 8 (MA.E.1.3.2)

Determine the ages of 11 people mentioned in today’s News-Press. List the ages from youngest to oldest in a column. Circle the middle number, which is called the median. Add up the columns of numbers and divide the total by 11 to find the average or mean.

Grades 6 – 8 (MA.A.3.3.1)

Turn to the sports section and pick five of your favorite professional teams. Make a double bar graph showing each team’s wins in red and losses in blue. Be sure to label the name of each team on the graph. Write three questions to ask a classmate about the graph.

************************************************************************
Grades 9 – 12 (MA.E.1.4.1)

Categorize the television shows in today’s TV schedule in the newspaper into the following headlines: Religious, informative, humorous or sports. Calculate the fractional part of the total TV schedule occupied by each type of show. Construct a circle graph to illustrate this.

Grades 9 – 12 (MA.B.3.4.1)

Calculate the surface area of the walls in your room. Determine the amount of paint you need. Shop for paint in the newspaper ads to get the best paint for your money. Determine the cost of painting your room. Assume that one gallon of paint covers 400 square feet.

Grades 9 - 12 (MA.A.5.4.1)

Students can use the Sports section of The News-Press to determine the percentage of: shots attempted and made by a favorite basketball player; hits made by a baseball player; race cars that completed the race; wins and losses of a favorite team.

Grades 9 – 12 (MA.A.4.4.1)

Look in The News-Press for several advertisements that offer credit terms. Determine the total amount paid for the product under the credit terms. Find your dream car and after putting a $1000 down, how much will you pay the bank monthly if you finance for five years at 18 per cent?

Grades 9 – 12 ( MA.D.1.4.1)

Have students skim through the Sports section of the newspaper and list all the sports that are covered. Based on their observations, which sports are receiving the most coverage? Have them devise a method to figure out what percentage of the coverage each sport receives

Grades 9 – 12 ( MA.B.2.4.2) 

Look through the Classified Market Place section. Find three ads that give you the price of a home/office and the square footage. Figure out how much each one costs per square foot. How much does this cost vary? What factors other than size might affect the cost of the house?

Grades 9 – 12 (MA.B.1.4.1)

Find the largest picture on the front page of The News-Press. Use a metric ruler to measure the top of the picture and one of the sides and then find the area of the picture. Use the same steps to find the area of four other pictures.

***********************************************************************
SOCIAL STUDIES

Grades K - 2 (SS.A.5.1.1)

Have a discussion with students about who are important leaders in our country. Mention that there are different kinds of leaders such as political, scientific etc. Help them identify some in The News-Press. What makes them leaders?

Grades K – 2 (SS.A.1.1.3)

Look through The News-Press for mention of a Thanksgiving custom or tradition. Make a list of questions you can ask an elderly relative with whom will be celebrating Thanksgiving. Find out what traditions they experienced and how Thanksgiving is different today.

Grades K - 2 (SS.A.1.1.2)

If you were publishing a history book today for the future, which news articles or features found in today’s News-Press would you include in your book? Discuss the reasons for your choices.

Grades K – 2 (SS.C.1.3.1)

Discuss the qualities of good citizenship. Give students The News-Press and have them find stories about people who exemplify good citizenship. Have them share these with the class in oral or written form.

Grades K - 2 (SS.C.2.1.2)

Look through The News-Press for any examples of a person who is making your world a better place. As a class, write down the good qualities of this person. Make a list of things you can do to be like your newspaper hero.

Grades K - 2 (SS.B.1.1.1)

How many different datelines can you find in the sports section of today’s News-Press?

(Dateline-opening words of a story giving the place where the story took place.)

************************************************************************
Grades 3 – 5 (SS.D.1.2.2)

We need the Earth’s resources to survive so it is important to take care of our environment. Search The News-Press for examples of pollution. Find a type of pollution in each of these categories – air pollution, water pollution and noise pollution. Write about the causes of each kind of pollution.

Grades 3 – 5 (SS.A.4.2.4)

Many veterans have fought for the freedoms we enjoy today. Do a search of countries in The News-Press and determine whether the citizens of that country are free. Make a chart to show the results of your search.

Grades 3 - 5 (SS.A.1.2.1)

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. made a significant difference in civil rights. Can you find a political cause in the News-Press that requires some action? Which cause do you feel is worthy and what action could make a difference?

Grades 3 - 5 (SS.A.2.2.3)

Choose a period in American history you have studied this year. Create an employment ad for the Career Builder section of The News-Press for a job that would be advertised during that historic period. Make sure you include the education and skills needed as well as the salary you would receive.

Grades 3 – 5 (SS.C.2.2.5)

As a class, compile a list of rights guaranteed by the U.S. Constitution. Using The News-Press, have students identify examples of those rights in action. Imagine life without these rights. How would it be different?

Grades 3 – 5 (SS.B.1.2.1)

In The News-Press, find the names of at least 10 countries. Tell why each one is in the news. On a globe or map, locate each country and give the following information: (1) continent on which each country is located; (2) whether the country is located north or south of the equator; (3) name of one bordering country; (4) name of two major cities.

Grades 3 – 5 (SS.A.1.2.3)

Some people think that the world changes too quickly. Some things never (or almost never) change. Find one thing in the newspaper that has not changed for at least 100 years. Then find one thing that you think won’t change for the next 100 years. Write about each choice you made.

Grades 3 - 5 (SS.D.1.2.5)

Comic strips are often about the jobs of the characters. Look in the comics section of The News-Press and see if you can find characters and the jobs they perform. Make a list to show the information. Draw your own job-related comic strip.

**********************************************************************
Grades 6 – 8 (SS.A.2.3.5)

To learn more about people in your past, write a newspaper-style feature story about a historical figure you admire or someone who had great influence. Use examples of feature stories from The News-Press.
Grades 6 – 8 (SS.D.2.3.2)

Have students price computers advertised in The News-Press. Have them figure a price range and an average price based on information provided. What conclusions can they draw about the affordability of computers today?

Grades 6 – 8 (SS.B.1.3.1)

Find the names of 10 cities in The News-Press. List them and find their latitude and longitude.

Grades 6 – 8 (SS.C.2.3.1)

Civics is the branch of political science that deals with the rights and responsibilities of citizens. Many of our nation’s students do not have a basic knowledge of civics. Look through today’s newspaper and find a story that would make a good civics lesson for your class. Write a description of the lesson plan.

Grades 6 – 8 (SS.C.1.3.1)

Have students analyze the key ideals of a democratic republic – individual dignity, liberty, justice and equality, for example. Then have them find stories in The News-Press that illustrate the presence of these ideals in the U.S.

Grades 6-8 (SS.A.4.3.3)

Ask students to research and write a report on an important historical American figure. Then check The News-Press for an article that profiles a significant contemporary figure. Compare and contrast the two individuals. What similar traits do they have in impacting our nation? How are they different? What are their important contributions?

Grades 6 – 8 (SS.A.6.3.3)

Is your city or state government doing a good job caring for the environment? Do a newspaper search of The News-Press to justify your opinion. Then give both your city and state a report card based on their performance. Include your comments too.

***********************************************************************
Grades 9 - 12 (SS.B.2.4.1)

Select an industry of interest. Look at the Help Wanted section of The News-Press. Identify as many specialized jobs and functions in that industry as you can. Discuss the different areas of the country. Would the job market be the same?

Grades 9 – 12 (SS.B.1.4.2)

Locate examples of three maps in The News-Press. What information do these maps give you and why are these maps in the newspaper? 

Grades 9 - 12 (SS.C.2.4.1)

Find five individuals in The News-Press with whom you would like to share your Thanksgiving feast. Give your reasons for inviting these newsmakers. Write two questions you would ask each of them. Make a seating chart.

Grades 9 – 12 (SS.A.1.4.1)

Find an article in The News-Press that discusses some recent political decision, some universal ideal or belief or some unforeseen set of circumstances that might affect history. In an essay, discuss why you think the events mentioned in the article will have long-term effects and what those effects will be.

Grades 9 – 12 (SS.A.1.4.1)

The newspaper provides us with a daily record of our lives. It is a chronicle or record of events. Your community has decided to bury a time capsule to be opened in 100 years. In addition to some other items, the time capsule will include 10 articles or clippings from the newspapers. As editor, you have been asked to choose the 10 clippings. List the criteria you will use to make your choices. Briefly describe why you decided as you did.

Grades 9 – 12 (SS.C.2.4.5)

Ask students to imagine life without freedom of the press. Discuss which news stories in The News-Press might have been censored by the government if freedom of the press were not guaranteed.

Grades 9 - 12 (SS.D.1.4.1)

Design a stock market page for a specific period in history. How different would the listings be compared with today’s Stock Market Page? Discuss the factors that would determine the types of businesses listed.

Grades 9 - 12 (SS.C.2.4.3)

Choose an historical figure from history. Research the beliefs shared by that person. Write an article on what that figure might say about news events reported on the front page of The News-Press today.

Grades 9 – 12 (SS.D.1.4.1)

Retail establishments are very busy throughout December. Use your newspaper to find examples of other businesses that are impacted positively or negatively by the holidays. What jobs can you find that would ONLY exist during the holiday season? Are there any jobs that would NOT be affected in any way by the holiday season?

Grades 9 - 12 (SS.C.2.4.3)

Find articles in The News-Press that illustrate that individual and equality of opportunity is basic to our democratic way of living.

***********************************************************************
SCIENCE

Grades K – 2 (SC.H.3.1.1)

Look through The News-Press and find and list the jobs of people in the news. List the tools and equipment each of these jobs use. Did you find any jobs that didn’t need any tools or equipment? Discuss.

Grades K – 2 (SC.G.2.1.2)

Students can design an advertisement promoting one of our natural resources, for example, water. They can look through The News-Press for examples of ads. Discuss what kinds of elements are required in ads. They might want to mention the value of the resources and why they are important. Have them create the ad with poster board or construction paper. 

***********************************************************************
Grades 3 –5 (SC.C.2.2.1)

Dr. Frankenstein used a jolt of electricity to bring his creation to life. Look through today’s newspaper and see how many pictured items you can find that use electricity. Choose one item and figure out how you could make a costume of the item. Then draw a picture of yourself in that costume and label all the parts.

Grades 3 – 4 (SC.F.1.2.1)

We need to be careful not to overindulge during the holiday season. Develop a strategy to help your family avoid gaining weight this holiday season. Use grocery ads to design a healthier menu for holiday meals and snacks. Also look in today’s newspaper for physical activities your family can enjoy together during your vacation.

Grades 3 – 4 (HE.A.2.2.2)

Race against time or your classmates to find the following health-related items in The News-Press: an ad for “junk” food, a health tip, a picture of someone exercising, a job in a health related field, a nutritious snack, a news article/feature related to a health issue.
List the article title and page number. 
***********************************************************************
Grades 6 – 8 (SC.A.1.3.5)

Discuss the difference between a physical change in a substance (altering the shape, form, volume or density) and a chemical change (producing new substances with different characteristics).  Have students look through The News-Press for an article that discusses some form of a chemical change. For example, it might discuss an environmental hazard. Then have them look for an article that discusses some form of physical change. Compare and contrast the two. How have these changes affected their communities?
Grades 6 – 8 (SC.F.2.3.2)

Cloning is a way of copying a new organism from a single cell. Scientists are able to clone animals and plants and cloning people could be next. What person in the news would you want to clone if you could? List your reasons for choosing this person.

Grades 6 – 8 (SC.D.1.3.3)

Although many people in our area wish for a “white Christmas”, use today’s weather map to locate areas in our country where a white Christmas might be likely to occur. If you decided to drive to one of these areas during the holiday, what route would you take? How many miles would you be traveling? Which states would you pass on your way?

*********************************************************************
Grades 9 – 12 (SC.H.3.4.6)

Are you worried about acid rain and the greenhouse effect? Find evidence in the newspaper that new technologies can create a cleaner environment. Use the news to uncover new technologies that are causing more pollution.

Grades 9 - 12 (SC.F.1.4.2)

Check the News-Press’ sports section for articles on various types of sports. Identify the different types of body structures and muscles that would be required to play the different sports. For example, a swimmer would rely on different muscles than would a soccer player. Make a chart showing which muscular systems are necessary to play which sports.

Grades 9 – 12 (SC.H.3.4.5)

As a class, come up with a list of today’s jobs that were created by technology. Discuss jobs that might have been replaced in the process. Look through the Classifieds for jobs that are technology-related.

Grades 9 – 12 (SC.B.1.4.5)

Have students find an article or an editorial in The News-Press that discusses an energy source. Analyze the article and determine if the energy source offers an advantage or disadvantage to society, or specifically, to your community. For example, a society’s selection of renewable or nonrenewable energy sources may be determined by political and economic implications.

Grades 9 – 12 (PE.B.2.4.1)

Collect examples of sports injuries reported in The News-Press. Report on types, causes and effects of athletic injuries. The report should include suggestions on how sports injuries might be reduced by developing new rules, equipment or protective clothing. 

