Reference / Research LAA228, LAA238, LAA248 

Reading across texts! 

1. Oh, The Places You Can Go!: Use The News-Press and other resources to 

research fun things to see and do in your community. Create a “fun things to do 

for kids” booklet – you can create your own imaginative title. 

2. Learning How-To: The News-Press provides a lot of “how-to” information. 

“How-to” articles and features give you step-by-step instructions on how to build 

or do something correctly. Topics can range from how-to cook something, do an 

exercise, reorganize your bedroom to making a holiday craft. Books and magazines also have a variety of “how-to” information, too.  Create a small “how-to” book of your own, choosing things you would like to know how to do. 

3. Hurricane Season: Using The News-Press as one of your reference materials, 

research the topic of “hurricanes” or “hurricane season”. Weather maps, photos, 

articles about hurricanes, tips for preparing for a hurricane, etc., are all good items 

to gather from The News-Press for your research project. 

• Where else will you look for information about hurricanes? 

• What subtopics fall under the topic of hurricanes or hurricane season? 

• Create a mind map. 

4. Over the Ocean: Find an article in The News-Press about news that is 

happening somewhere over the ocean from the United States. Use a map or 

atlas to find the city or country before you decide. Look for a place or country that 

interests you. Research that country using The News-Press, as well as other 

resources, such as books, magazine, encyclopedias and the Internet. What 

subtopics about your country will you cover in your research country? 

Choose five (5) subtopics from the following list: people, regions, geography, 

climate, money, culture, traditions, food (cuisine), economy, population, language, 

capital, agriculture (farming), exports, government. 

How did the information you researched about this country help you to better 

understand the article? Explain. Reference information from the news article. 

5. A Human Hand Helping Nature: For the next several weeks, keep an eye out 

for articles in The News-Press that talk about adults or kids doing things in your 

community or elsewhere to help nature or the environment. Once you have 

read at least three articles (with photos, and any maps, charts, etc.), research 

these types of environmental projects/problems on the Internet. Also, you may 

want to research these topics in the media center. 

Look for connections between the articles you chose and between your 

newspaper articles and other information you dig up from other .
Create a poster to display what you’ve learned about helping the environment – 

and show what all the different projects/efforts by people have in common. Your 

teacher will provide you with a “rubric” for grading this project – which will explain, 

in detail, what specific information you need to gather and how you’re supposed 

to present your project. 

6. Achieving Success: Comparing fictional characters to real people in the news.
a. Look back in your reading textbook and choose three characters who 


have achieved success. 

b. Take notes on how each character became successful. 

c. Next, look in The News-Press and find three people who have achieved success. 

d. Read about these successful people in The News-Press and take notes on how 


they became successful. 

e. Then, compare all the stories of success of your fictional characters and real 


people in the news. What do they all have in common? What’s different about 


them? 

f. Finally, create a poster for achieving success, based on what you learned from 


your storybook characters and real people in the news who achieved success. 


What’s the secret to success? Share what you think. Show what you learned. 

7. Pets to Ponder: (Ponder means “to think about”!) Using The News-Press, look 

for articles about animals as pets or classified ads selling pets. Research a kind 

of animal (dogs) or a specific breed of animal (German Shepherd) you find in the 

newspaper. Use other resource materials, such as books, magazine, 

encyclopedias and the Internet to find more information about your topic. Create 

your own pet advertisement for The News-Press with the information you find. 

You may want to include some of the following information in your ad: average 

size (height, length, weight), colors, fur type, behaviors, temperament (Is it a very 

calm, aggressive, hyper or easy-going dog? Is this dog good with children?), diet, 

habitat (needs large spaces to run, can be a city dog, needs to hunt, etc.), cost, 

and any other things an owner of this animal would need to know. 

8. All About Art: Find an article about the arts in The News-Press. The broad topic 

of the arts may include: music, drama, theater, opera, visual arts (painting, 

sculpture, pottery, etc.), performance art, and more. Read your article carefully. 

Choose an art to research, based on what you learned from the articles about the 

arts you’ve read. Use other resource materials, such as books, encyclopedias, magazines, and the Internet to do your research. Perhaps you can interview someone who is involved 

in the art form you chose from The News-Press. Challenge: If you can, add a step-by-step, how-to guide or brochure to your research report for your chosen art. Teach your readers how to do something in your art form! Such as...hit a drum, follow stage directions, start a pot, etc. 

9. Newspaper editorials are full of facts and opinions. Assign your students 

to read one of the editorials in The News-Press. Read it carefully. What clues did they find to tip them off about the opinions? As a class, create a two-column list of facts vs. 

opinions. Discuss the difference between the two as you encounter each example…as students share their findings. 

10. Look through the letters to the editor in The News-Press. As you read, look for 

fact and opinion statements. Did you find any facts in these letters? Can they be 

proved true or false? If the letter writer refers to a recent article, find the article in the archives of your e-Edition. Check the facts of the article against the accounting of them in the reader’s letter. Write a short response (SR) to explain your findings. 

11. Recognize, identify, analyze, synthesize, and/or evaluate….what better 

place to do this than in The News-Press. Assign students to decide on an issue (or 

one of your choice) that interests them from the articles, editorials, viewpoints, 

and/or letters to the editor in The News-Press. Students will have to recognize the 

issue and identify it from different sources/articles in The News-Press…then 

analyze all the content from each source, synthesize the information gathered and 

read…and in the end, evaluate what they have gleaned from these sources…if 

possible, also from other news sources…such as other small, local papers, 

magazines (local or national), books, the Internet, etc. 

