FCAT Reading Subcategories Newspaper Boosters

Words / Phrases LAA123, LAA132, LAA142 

1. Locate a news article or news brief (teacher’s choice) and look for a word in 

the headline or in the context of the article, which you don’t know the meaning. 

Now, look for the context clues. What words around the unfamiliar word help you figure out 

its meaning? Once you think you know what the word means, write your own sentence using that new word. 

2. Locate words within headlines, news articles or news briefs (teacher’s choice)

that have (choose one): prefixes or suffixes (See appropriate grade list below). 

Grades 3 & 4 prefixes: re-, un-, pre-, dis-, mis-, in-, non-

Grades 3 & 4 suffixes: -er, -est, -ful, -less, -able, -ly, -or, -ness

Grade 5 prefixes: those listed above for grades 3 &4, plus: con-, centi-, anti-,

sub-, multi-, uni-, im-, de-, ex-

Grade 5 suffixes: those listed above for grades 3 & 4, plus: -ious, -ion, -ment, -ist,

-ible, -ian

Write the words on a piece of paper. Circle the prefixes or suffixes and underline the root words. Have students exchange their newspaper with a partner (Hint: Assign students to work in just 

one section of The News-Press). Partners make corrections. Then, have students 

share found words verbally or create a chart in your classroom (3 columns: prefix, 

root word and suffix) for display and reference. Teacher note: The News-Press is rich with words that contain these prefixes & Suffixes. Use The News-Press as a resource to your advantage…your students will learn the difference between root words and the words that have these added beginnings or endings…boosting their vocabulary in the process. 

3. Refer to activity #2. Using the root words, as well as the prefixes 

or suffixes the students have located, show them how to create new words by mixing up the 

beginnings and endings with the root words. Add to your classroom 

chart…create a new section at the bottom of the chart titled, “Created Words”. 

4. Assign your students to scan the headlines of The News-Press for words with 

multiple meanings (homographs or heteronyms). Give them examples first, 

such as arms (body parts or weapons?), base (bottom or morally low?), batter 

(baseball player or hit repeatedly or liquid mixture for cakes?), boil (red swelling of the skin or a bubbling hot liquid?), etc. The News-Press is full of these words. What does the word mean in the context of the headline or article? Assign students to rewrite the sentence or headline of The News-Press article by replacing the “multiple meaning” word with a synonym to convey its true meaning. This may be good opportunity for students to practice using the thesaurus, too. 

Alternative method: Teachers may pre-pick multiple meaning words from the 

newspaper to do this activity. This approach is an in-classroom timesaver…though it requires more work on the teacher’s part. 

5. Homonyms are words that sound the same but have different 

meanings…spelled the same (homographs) or usually, different spellings 

(homophones). Think The News-Press has plenty of these? You bet! 

The easiest way to find them is to start to look for words that rhyme. The 

homonyms will be sprinkled in with the rhyming words. Some popular ones to 

look for: 

their, they’re and there
brake/break 

loan/lone 

carat/carrot 

wood/would 

band/banned principle/principal 

already/all ready cache/cash 

capital/Capitol find/fined 

weather/whether censor/sensor 

cite/sight/sight allowed/aloud 

Assign your students to find some of the homonyms listed above or others. 

(Suggestion: Create and keep a running list of homonyms in your classroom for 

ready reference.) How are these words used in a sentence? What are their 

different meanings? 

6. Assign your students to scan the headlines, news briefs or news articles 

looking for compound words. Remind your students that compound words are 

made by joining two whole words or root words. Show your students how to 

organize the compound words they find into two categories (written beneath two 

columns on a hand-written chart): “mean what they say” or “makes a new 

meaning”. The “mean what they say” compound words, for example fingernail, 

create a word that makes sense of the two words put together…a fingernail is the 

nail on your finger! The “makes a new meaning” compound words, for example 

grapefruit, creates a word with a new meaning, somewhat different from the 

joining of the two words…because a grapefruit is not a fruit that’s from or like a 

grape (except that maybe it’s round.) Encourage your students to argue their 

case for their choices. Most compound words mean what they say, but there are 

a few tricky ones that do make a new meaning. 

7. Assign your students to scan the headlines or within the text of an article for 

regular contractions (3rd graders) or additionally, irregular ones (4th grade & up – 

e.g., o’clock, he’d, won’t). For each contraction, instruct them to write down the 

two words it was created from. Create three columns: one for the contraction 

word, the second for the first part of the word and the third for second half of the 

contracted word, spelled out. For each contraction, students can write their own 

sentence or rewrite the sentence from The News-Press. 

Common, regular contractions come from the following words (mostly helping 

verbs): am, are, let, is, has, would, had, have, will, and not 

Examples: I’m, you’re, let’s, he’s, who’s, that’d, would’ve, there’ll, can’t 

8. Activities with root words, prefixes or suffixes (See activities # 2 & #3) can also 

include a lesson on word origins. Most root words have Greek or Latin origins. 

Some of the most common roots are (this is not an exhaustive list, however): 

act (do) graph (write) rect (straight) 

aero (air/sky) hom/homo (man) san (health)

aud (hear) jud/jur/jus (law) sci (know)

bio (life) chron (time) liber (free) scop (see)

claim (shout) man (hand) struct (build) 

cogn (know) meter (measure) terr (land) 

corp (body) nat (born) trib (give)

cred (believe) ped (child or foot) vac (empty)

dic (speak) phon (sound) var (different)

don (give) port (carry) vid/vis (see)

form (shape) psych (mind, soul) void (empty) 

geo (earth) ques/quer (ask, seek) volv (turn) 

Teach your students how to combine the meaning of the prefix, suffix and root 

word (word origin meaning) to figure out the meaning of a word. Use the 

headlines in The News-Press to look for words with these root word origins. 

Practicing in The News-Press with these root word origins will help your students 

figure out the meaning of more vocabulary words on their own, with the help of 

context clues. To lead an activity using The News-Press, assign individual students 

or pairs to one or more word origins. Have them create a list of the words they 

find within the headlines of The News-Press. Students should show their words on 

a three-column chart (prefix, root word, suffix). Time your students’ search with a 

timer. I would suggest a short amount of time, such as 2–3 minutes. When the 

bell rings, have your students move clockwise to the next root word origin station. 

Now it’s their turn to find more words than the previous person. Repeat this at 

least several times. Instruct students to return to their original station (paper). 

Give them time to see the entries that were written down by other students during 

the game. Finally, allow students to share their results and to explain the 

meanings of the words, given their knowledge of the meanings of the prefixes, 

root words and suffixes. 

9. Analogies compare the relationship between two pairs of words. Common

types of analogies are

• antonyms (large : small :: laugh : cry)

• synonyms (divide : separate :: flat : level)

• cause & effect (tired : sleep :: hungry : eat)

• sequence (breakfast : lunch :: afternoon : evening)

• numerical relationship (two : four :: six : twelve)

• degree (simmer : boil :: brown : burn)

• grammatical (she : her :: he : him)

• part-whole (finger : hand :: toe : foot)

• member-group (athlete : team :: star : constellation)

• object-action (hand : write :: leg : kick)

• object-class (apple : fruit :: spider : arachnid)

• object-description (steel : hard :: mushroom : soft)

• object-place (fish : sea :: bat : cave)

• object-use (stove : cook :: clown : laugh)

• object-user (stroller : baby :: gun : robber)

Tell your students: Remember, it’s all about relationships and thinking about what 

“belongs” with the other, as given in the example of the first analogy or word pair. 

Show your students how to use pictures and headline or sub headline words in the 

newspaper to create their own analogies. First, assign your students to write all 

the types of analogies on strips of paper (Or you can do this 

ahead of time yourself). Put them all into a “hat” and distribute one each to 

individuals or pairs of students. Using The News-Press, instruct students to create 

at least two analogies of the type of analogy they picked from the hat. Then, have 

students exchange their slips with someone else. Repeat the activity Remind them to write the type of the analogy at the top of their paper. Finally, have students share their analogies for each type and post in the classroom for all to see and learn! 

10. Articles in The News-Press are written with many different organizational 

patterns, besides the obvious pyramid style (5 W’s lead, followed by the 

development of these facts & events). You can find Q&A articles, cause & effect 

style (Check editorials/viewpoints for these, too.), or chronological order (Feature 

articles about people are great for these...they can be like biographies.). As your 

classroom reads The News-Press, challenge your students to locate and name 

these organizational patterns within the articles and writing in The News-Press. If 

you can, show them examples ahead of time from The News-Press, to give 

students the idea. 

11. Every day, newspapers contain a variety of diagrams, graphs & statistical 

information. As a routine exercise, assign students to locate them in the paper 

and construct meaning from what they see & read. Diagrams, graphs and 

statistics are most likely to be found in the business pages, weather page, in the 

sports section, or in the front section of The News-Press. However, they can also 

show up in some unusual places, too. Students can do this activity independently 

or with a partner (your choice). Students can create their own questions for the 

diagram, graph or chart from The News-Press and exchange it with a classmate. 

Then, students can evaluate each other’s work. 

12. Assign students to find an article about a problem in your community. It could 

be a problem in the environment, government, a neighborhood, etc. What 

inferences can students make from the facts, information and details in the 

article? In other words, what decisions can be made about the events or people 

in the story? Students then write a 4-5 sentence paragraph, explaining the 

conclusions they have drawn from what was read. 

