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CLASS PETS: SURVIVAL SCHOOL

By Frank  Asch

I l l u s t r a t e d  b y  J o h n  K a n z l e r

Teache r ’ s  Gu ide

Th i s  gu ide  w i l l  g ive  you  chap t e r  by  chap t e r  sugges t i ons  fo r  u s ing  t h i s  s t o ry  a s  pa r t

o f  y o u r  c u r r i c u l u m .  T h e r e  a r e  v o c a b u l a r y  a n d  w r i t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  e a c h  c h a p t e r  a s

w e l l  a s  c o m p r e h e n s i o n  q u e s t i o n s .  T h e  a n s w e r s  a r e  p r o v i d e d  f o r  y o u .

C h a p t e r  O n e

The  s tuden ts  in  Miss  Cla rk’s  c lass  a re  go ing  wi ld  as  the  new c lass  pe t ,  Dex te r  the  ge r-

b i l ,  i s  r unn ing  a round  the  room.  Meanwhi l e ,  J ake  and  Mol ly ,  t he  mice  who  l i ve  i n

the  wa l l s  o f  t he  s choo l ,  a r e  wa t ch ing  t he  chaos  f rom the i r  h idden  p l ace s .  A t  t he  end

of  t he  chap te r ,  Dex te r  goes  i n s ide  t he  s choo l  wa l l s  and  encoun te r s  J ake  and  Mol ly .  

Vocabu la ry  Bu i lde r s

A s k  s t u d e n t s  t o  d e f i n e  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  w o r d s  i n  c o n t e x t  a n d  t o  u s e  e a c h  i n  a  s e n t e n c e .

I f  t h e y  a r e  u n a b l e  t o  d e f i n e  t h e m  i n  c o n t e x t ,  s u g g e s t  d i c t i o n a r y  u s e .  T h e y  s h o u l d

a l s o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  r o o t  w o r d  w h e n  p o s s i b l e .

P e e p h o l e :  a  h o l e ,  o r  c r e v i c e ,  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  o n e  m a y  p e e p  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  d i s c o v e r e d

C h a o s :  a  c o n d i t i o n  o r  p l a c e  o f  g r e a t  d i s o r d e r  o r  c o n f u s i o n

Sheen :  g l i s t en ing  b r igh tnes s

C o m p r e h e n s i o n  Q u e s t i o n s

1 .  Where  d id  Miss  C la rk  buy  the  new c lass  pe t?   She  bough t  i t  a t  P re t ty  Pe t s .

2 .  How do  Jake  and  Mol ly  wa tch  wha t ’ s  happen ing  in  t he  c l a s s room?  They  look

t h r o u g h  a  p e e p h o l e .

3 .  How d id  Dex t e r  e s cape  t he  c l a s s room?  He  l e f t  t h rough  a  ho l e  beh ind  t he  book-

c a s e .

T a l k i n g  P o i n t s /  W r i t i n g  P r o m p t s

1 .  Do  your  s tuden t s  t h ink  tha t  Mis s  C la rk  i s  a  mean  t eache r?  I f  t hey  r ead  ca re fu l ly ,

t h e y  m a y  p i c k  u p  t h e  c l u e s  t h a t  s h e  i s  n o r m a l l y  c o m p o s e d  a n d  c a l m  a n d  t h a t  t h i s

chap t e r ’ s  ye l l i ng  i s  an  anoma ly .  Ask  t hem to  de sc r ibe  wha t  t hey  t h ink  she  i s  u sua l l y

l ike  to  s ee  i f  t hey  p i ck  up  on  the  h in t s .  

2 .  S t u d e n t s  m a y  e n j o y  d r a w i n g  a  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  s c e n e  t h a t  i s  d e s c r i b e d .  W h i c h  w o r d s

a n d  p h r a s e s  g i v e  t h e m  t h e  b e s t  i d e a  o f  w h a t  i s  g o i n g  o n ?  H a v e  t h e m  t a l k  a b o u t  h o w

w r i t e r s  c r e a t e  v i v i d  s c e n e s  a n d  a s k  t h e m  i f  t h e y  t h i n k  t h i s  w r i t e r  h a s  d o n e  a  g o o d

job  i n  t h i s  chap t e r .  Then  a sk  t hem to  wr i t e  a  v iv id  de sc r ip t i on  o f  wha t  you r  c l a s s-



room i s  l i ke  so  t ha t  someone  who  i sn ’ t  t he re  cou ld  p i c tu re  i t .  F ina l ly ,  have  t hem

c h o o s e  a  n e w s p a p e r  p h o t o  a n d  w r i t e  a  d e t a i l e d  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  i t .  

3 .  Some  k id s  i n  t he  c l a s s  a r e  t ak ing  t h i s  oppo r tun i ty  t o  "make  mi sch i e f . "  Wha t  do

y o u r  s t u d e n t s  t h i n k  t h e y  m i g h t  b e  d o i n g ?  

4 .  A s k  y o u r  s t u d e n t s  w h a t  i t  m e a n s  w h e n  J a k e  t h i n k s ,   " I  k n o w  f i e r c e  a n d  m e a n .  A n d

y o u ’ r e  a b o u t  a s  f i e r c e  a n d  m e a n  a s  a  c a n d y  c a n e ! "  

L e a r n i n g  S t a n d a r d s :  c r e a t i n g  g r a p h i c s  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s ,  w r i t i n g  d e s c r i p t i o n s

C h a p t e r  T w o

As Dex te r  t a lks  to  Mol ly  and  Jake  they  a l l  r ea l i ze  tha t  Dex te r  i s  unprepa red  to  l ive  in

the  ou t s ide  wor ld .  Mol ly  dec l a re s  t ha t  Su rv iva l  Schoo l  i s  i n  s e s s ion  and  tha t  she  and

Jake  wi l l  show Dex te r  wha t  he  needs  t o  know in  o rde r  t o  ge t  a long  on  h i s  own .  

Vocabu la ry  Bu i lde r s

A s k  s t u d e n t s  t o  d e f i n e  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  w o r d s  i n  c o n t e x t  a n d  t o  u s e  e a c h  i n  a  s e n t e n c e .

I f  t h e y  a r e  u n a b l e  t o  d e f i n e  t h e m  i n  c o n t e x t ,  s u g g e s t  d i c t i o n a r y  u s e .  T h e y  s h o u l d

a l s o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  r o o t  w o r d  w h e n  p o s s i b l e .

Wis t fu l :  fu l l  o f  wishfu l  yearn ing

Grub :  s l ang  fo r  f ood

A w k w a r d :  c l u m s y

C o m p r e h e n s i o n  Q u e s t i o n s

1 .  Why hasn’ t  Dex te r  t a s t ed  cheese?  He’s  on ly  ea ten  ge rb i l  food .

2 .  Why does  Mol ly  s t a r t  Surv iva l  School?  She  wants  to  t each  Dexte r  how to  l ive  ou t-

s ide  o f  h i s  cage  in  the  r ea l  wor ld .  

3 .  Wha t  i s  t he  f i r s t  l e s son  go ing  to  be  abou t?  The  f i r s t  l e s son  i s  abou t  d r ink ing

w a t e r .

T a l k i n g  P o i n t s / W r i t i n g  P r o m p t s

1 .  Ask  s tuden t s  t o  t e l l  why  they  th ink  Mol ly  wan t s  t o  be  Dex te r ’ s  t eache r .  The re  a re

some c lues  in  the  t ex t  tha t  they  can  f ind .  The  s to ry  says  tha t  Mol ly ’ s  ido l  i s  Miss

C l a r k  a n d  t h e n  s h e  p i c t u r e s  h e r s e l f  a s  a  t e a c h e r .  A s k  s t u d e n t s  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  w h e t h e r

t h e y ’ d  w a n t  t o  b e  t e a c h e r s  a n d  w h a t  t h e y  m i g h t  w a n t  t o  t e a c h .  T h e y  c a n  w r i t e

e s s a y s  a b o u t  t h e i r  t h o u g h t s  a b o u t  t h e i r  f u t u r e .

2 .  S t u d e n t s  c a n  c h e c k  t h e  H e l p  W a n t e d  a d s  t o  f i n d  a n y  t h a t  s e e k  t e a c h e r s .  W h a t  a r e

the  qua l i t i e s  t he  emp loye r s  a r e  l ook ing  fo r?  Have  s tuden t s  wr i t e  s imi l a r  He lp  Wan ted

t e a c h e r  a d s ,  h i g h l i g h t i n g  t h e  q u a l i t i e s  t h e y  t h i n k  m a k e  a  g o o d  t e a c h e r .  



3 .  H a v e  s t u d e n t s  t a l k  a b o u t  w h a t  t h e y  t h i n k  t h e y  w o u l d  t e a c h  a  n e w  s t u d e n t  w h o

jus t  l anded  i n  you r  c l a s s .  

L e a r n i n g  S t a n d a r d s :  l o c a t i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  e v a l u a t i n g  c a r e e r s

C h a p t e r  T h r e e

The  f i r s t  l e s son  Dex te r  needs  t o  l ea rn  i s  how to  d r ink  by  pa t i en t ly  wa i t i ng  fo r

d rop le t s  o f  wa te r  t o  come  h i s  way  and  to  ca t ch  them wi thou t  ge t t i ng  we t .  Nex t ,  i t ’ s

o f f  t o  g e t  t h e  c h e e s e  f r o m  t h e  m o u s e t r a p  w i t h o u t  g e t t i n g  c a u g h t  b u t  t h e n  t h e  w o r s t

h a p p e n s .  

Vocabu la ry  Bu i lde r s

A s k  s t u d e n t s  t o  d e f i n e  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  w o r d s  i n  c o n t e x t  a n d  t o  u s e  e a c h  i n  a  s e n t e n c e .

I f  t h e y  a r e  u n a b l e  t o  d e f i n e  t h e m  i n  c o n t e x t ,  s u g g e s t  d i c t i o n a r y  u s e .  T h e y  s h o u l d

a l s o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  r o o t  w o r d  w h e n  p o s s i b l e .

C o l l i d e d :  t o  c o m e  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  g r e a t  i m p a c t

S o p p i n g :  t h o r o u g h l y  s o a k e d

Savored :  t o  t a s t e  o r  sme l l  w i th  p l ea su re

C o m p r e h e n s i o n  Q u e s t i o n s

1 .  Was  i t  easy  fo r  Dex te r  to  l ea rn  how to  d r ink?  No ,  he  go t  we t  whi le  t ry ing .

2 .  Why  i t  i s  impor t an t  t o  s t ay  d ry  wh i l e  d r ink ing  wa te r?  Because  i f  t hey  ge t  we t ,  t hey

cou ld  ge t  s i ck .

3 .  Who i s  Mr .  Hobbs?  He i s  the  jan i tor .

T a l k i n g  P o i n t s / W r i t i n g  P r o m p t s

1 .  I n  o r d e r  t o  t e a c h  D e x t e r ,  M o l l y  a n d  J a k e  t e l l  h i m  t o  p a y  a t t e n t i o n  a n d  t h e n  t h e y

s h o w  h i m  h o w  t h i n g s  a r e  d o n e .  W h a t  d o  y o u r  s t u d e n t s  t h i n k  i s  t h e  b e s t  w a y  f o r

t h e m  t o  l e a r n  s o m e t h i n g ?  D o  t h e y  l i k e  t o  b e  s h o w n  h o w  t o  d o  s o m e t h i n g  o r  d o  t h e y

pre fe r  t o  fo l low ins t ruc t ions  fo r  t hemse lves .  I t  may  be  in t e re s t ing  to  a l low t ime  fo r  a

d i s c u s s i o n  a b o u t  l e a r n i n g  s t y l e s  a n d  t o  a s s e s s  w h a t  s t u d e n t s  k n o w  a b o u t  t h e i r  o w n .

F ina l ly ,  a sk  them to  wr i t e  a  l i s t  o f  t he  bes t  ways  to  l ea rn  in  schoo l .  Wha t  shou ld  they

do  i f  t hey  wan t  t o  do  a  good  job  in  s choo l?  I f  t he  number  one  i t em i s  "Pay

At t en t ion , "  wha t  a r e  t he  o the r  i t ems  on  the  l i s t  o f  l ea rn ing  t i p s  fo r  s choo l?  

2 .  The  mice  t e l l  Dex te r  a l l  abou t  t he  r equ i r emen t s  o f  t he  j ob  o f  j an i t o r .  Have  t hem

s k i m  t h e  H e l p  W a n t e d  a d s  i n  t h e  n e w s p a p e r  t o  f i n d  a n y  s i m i l a r  j o b s .

3 .  A t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  c h a p t e r ,  t h e  m o u s e t r a p  h a s  j u s t  b e e n  s p r u n g .  W h a t  d o  y o u r  s t u-

d e n t s  p r e d i c t  w i l l  h a p p e n  n e x t ?

Lea rn ing  S tanda rds :  c r ea t ing  l i s t s ,  p r ed ic t ing



C h a p t e r  F o u r

D e x t e r  h a s  j u s t  b e e n  t r a p p e d  i n  t h e  m o u s e t r a p  a n d  n o w  M o l l y  a n d  J a k e  a r e  t r y i n g  t o

r e l ea se  h im .  Sad ly ,  t hey  f a i l  i n  t he i r  e f fo r t s  and  end  up  t r apped  w i th  h im .  Mol ly

f e e l s  r e s p o n s i b l e  b e c a u s e  s h e  i s  t h e  t e a c h e r  a n d  s h o u l d  h a v e  w a r n e d  h i m .  

Vocabu la ry  Bu i lde r s

A s k  s t u d e n t s  t o  d e f i n e  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  w o r d s  i n  c o n t e x t  a n d  t o  u s e  e a c h  i n  a  s e n t e n c e .

I f  t h e y  a r e  u n a b l e  t o  d e f i n e  t h e m  i n  c o n t e x t ,  s u g g e s t  d i c t i o n a r y  u s e .  T h e y  s h o u l d

a l s o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  r o o t  w o r d  w h e n  p o s s i b l e .

C o m p o s u r e :  a  c a l m  s t a t e  o f  m i n d

B u d g e :  m o v e

Winced :  t o  sh r ink  i nvo lun t a r i l y ,  a s  i n  pa in

T h e r m o s t a t s :  a  d e v i c e  t h a t  r e s p o n d s  t o  c h a n g e  i n  t e m p e r a t u r e

F u r n a c e :  a n  e n c l o s u r e  i n  w h i c h  e n e r g y  i s  c o n v e r t e d  t o  h e a t

C o m p r e h e n s i o n  Q u e s t i o n s

1 .  W h a t  h a p p e n e d  w h e n  M o l l y  t r i e d  t o  f r e e  D e x t e r  a n d  J a k e  f r o m  t h e  m o u s e t r a p ?

T h e y  a l l  t h r e e  g o t  t r a p p e d .

2 .  Wha t  does  Mr .  Hobbs  do  f i r s t ?  He  checks  the  the rmos ta t s .

3 .  Wha t  i s  Mol ly ’ s  p l an  to  ge t  ou t  o f  t he  mouse t r ap?  She  wan t s  t hem a l l  t o  p l ay

d e a d .

T a l k i n g  P o i n t s / W r i t i n g  P r o m p t s

1 .  When  Jake ,  Mol ly  and  Dex te r  a l l  work  t oge the r  t hey  a r e  ab l e  t o  move  t he  ba r  o f

t h e  m o u s e t r a p .  T a l k  w i t h  y o u r  s t u d e n t s  a b o u t  t h e  v a l u e  o f  g o o d  t e a m w o r k  a n d

a b o u t  w h a t  i t  t a k e s  t o  b e  a  g o o d  t e a m  m e m b e r .  H a v e  t h e m  w r i t e  a b o u t  a  t i m e  w h e n

t h e y  w o r k e d  o r  p l a y e d  w i t h  o t h e r s  w i t h  a  g o o d  r e s u l t .  

2 .  M r .  H o b b s  d o e s  t h e  s a m e  t h i n g s  i n  t h e  s a m e  o r d e r  e a c h  d a y .  W h a t  d o  y o u r  s t u-

d e n t s  d o  e a c h  d a y  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g ?  H a v e  t h e m  w r i t e  a b o u t  t h e i r  m o r n i n g  r o u t i n e .

L e a r n i n g  S t a n d a r d s :  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  r o l e  o f  g r o u p  m e m b e r s ,  o r g a n i z i n g  i n f o r m a-

t i o n



C h a p t e r  F i v e

T h e  a n i m a l s  a r e  a l l  c a u g h t  i n  t h e  t r a p  a n d  a b o u t  t o  b e  d i s p o s e d  o f  b y  t h e  s c h o o l  j a n-

i t o r .  T h e y  p l a n  t o  p r e t e n d  t o  b e  d e a d  a n d  t h e n  t o  e s c a p e  w h e n  h e  l e a s t  e x p e c t s  i t .

T h e  p l a n  g o e s  a w r y  w h e n  t h e  j a n i t o r  f i g u r e s  o u t  w h a t  t h e y  a r e  u p  t o  j u s t  a s  h e

f l u s h e d  J a k e  a n d  D e x t e r  d o w n  t h e  t o i l e t  a n d  M o l l y  g e t s  a w a y .  T h e  c h a p t e r  e n d s  w i t h

J a k e  a n d  D e x t e r  s p i n n i n g  a r o u n d  a s  t h e  t o i l e t  f l u s h e s .  

Vocabu la ry  Bu i lde r s

A s k  s t u d e n t s  t o  d e f i n e  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  w o r d s  i n  c o n t e x t  a n d  t o  u s e  e a c h  i n  a  s e n t e n c e .

I f  t h e y  a r e  u n a b l e  t o  d e f i n e  t h e m  i n  c o n t e x t ,  s u g g e s t  d i c t i o n a r y  u s e .  T h e y  s h o u l d

a l s o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  r o o t  w o r d  w h e n  p o s s i b l e .

C l i n c h e d :  t o  f a s t e n  t o g e t h e r

D o o m e d :  i n e v i t a b l e  d e s t r u c t i o n

D e s c e n d e d :  t o  m o v e  f r o m  h i g h e r  t o  l o w e r  p l a c e

I m p e r s o n a t e :  t o  m i m i c  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e ,  v o i c e  o r  c h a r a c t e r  o f  

C o m p r e h e n s i o n  Q u e s t i o n s

1 .  Wha t  i s  t he  tongue  t r i ck?  I t ’ s  s t i ck ing  ou t  your  t ongue  so  tha t  you  look  dead .

2 .  W h e r e  d o e s  M r .  H o b b s  t r y  t o  t h r o w  t h e  t h r e e  r o d e n t s ?  H e  t r i e s  t o  t h r o w  t h e m  i n t o

the  to i l e t  bu t  Mol ly  h i t  t he  f l oo r  i n s t ead .

3 .  How d id  Ra lph  su rv ive  fou r t een  f lu sh ings?  He  had  a  sec re t .

T a l k i n g  P o i n t s / W r i t i n g  P r o m p t s

1 .  Dex te r ,  Mol ly  and  Jake  were  r ea l ly  f r igh tened .  Ask  s tuden t s  to  b ra ins to rm a  l i s t  o f

s y n o n y m s  f o r  t h e  w o r d  f r i g h t e n e d .  T h e n  a s k  t h e m  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  a n d  w r i t e  a b o u t  a

t i m e  w h e n  t h e y  w e r e  f r i g h t e n e d  a n d  t o  t e l l  h o w  t h e y  c o p e d  w i t h  t h e  f e a r .  C a n  t h e y

f i n d  s o m e t h i n g  f r i g h t e n i n g  i n  t h e  n e w s p a p e r ?  W h a t  d o  t h e y  t h i n k  i s  t h e  b e s t  w a y  t o

h a n d l e  f e a r ?  

2 .  W h a t  d o  y o u r  s t u d e n t s  t h i n k  i s  g o i n g  t o  h a p p e n  t o  J a k e  a n d  D e x t e r ?  H a v e  t h e m

m a k e  p r e d i c t i o n s  a n d  t h e n  t o  w r i t e  t h e  f i r s t  p a r a g r a p h  o f  t h e  n e x t  c h a p t e r .  J a k e  s a i d

t h a t  h i s  u n c l e  h a d  a  s u r v i v a l  s e c r e t .  W h a t  d o  t h e y  t h i n k  t h a t  m i g h t  b e ?  

L e a r n i n g  S t a n d a r d s :  b r a i n s t o r m i n g ,  w r i t i n g  p a r a g r a p h s

C h a p t e r  S i x

D e x t e r  a n d  J a k e  s l o s h e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  p l u m b i n g  a n d  i n t o  t h e  s e w e r  a n d  s u r v i v e d .

Now Jake  r ea l i ze s  t ha t  he  has  t o  t ake  t he  r e spons ib i l i t y  o f  t e ach ing  Dex te r  wha t  he

needs  t o  know.  Meanwhi l e ,  Mo l ly  i s  r unn ing  f rom Mr .  Hobbs ,  t he  j an i t o r  and  he  ha s

t r a p p e d  h e r .  



Vocabu la ry  Bu i lde r s

A s k  s t u d e n t s  t o  d e f i n e  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  w o r d s  i n  c o n t e x t  a n d  t o  u s e  e a c h  i n  a  s e n t e n c e .

I f  t h e y  a r e  u n a b l e  t o  d e f i n e  t h e m  i n  c o n t e x t ,  s u g g e s t  d i c t i o n a r y  u s e .  T h e y  s h o u l d

a l s o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  r o o t  w o r d  w h e n  p o s s i b l e .

E n g u l f e d :  s u r r o u n d e d

W a t e r l o g g e d :  s o a k e d  w i t h  w a t e r

R o d e n t s :  m a m m a l s  o f  t h e  o r d e r  R o d e n t i a  s u c h  a s  m i c e  o r  r a t s

Loomed :  t o  come  in to  v i ew

Sinis te r :  sugges t ing  evi l  

C o m p r e h e n s i o n  Q u e s t i o n s

1 .  W h e r e  d i d  J a k e  a n d  D e x t e r  e n d  u p  a f t e r  t h e y  w e r e  f l u s h e d ?  T h e y  e n d e d  u p  i n  t h e

s e w e r .

2 .  Does  J ake  r ea l l y  have  an  unc l e  Ra lph?  No ,  he  made  h im  up .

3 .  Why  i s  Mr .  Hobbs  smi l ing  a t  t he  end  o f  t he  chap te r?  He  has  an  idea .

T a l k i n g  P o i n t s / W r i t i n g  P r o m p t s

1 .  Mr .  Asch ,  t he  au tho r ,  u se s  some  t e r r i f i c  t echn iques  t o  desc r ibe  th ings .  Fo r  exam-

p le ,  i n  t h i s  s en t ence ,  "The  wa te r  spun  them so  f a s t ,  l i ke  a  ba l l e r ina ,  o r  a  h igh - speed

d r i l l , "  h e  c o m p a r e s  t h e  s p i n n i n g  w a t e r  t o  o t h e r  t h i n g s  t h a t  s p i n  q u i c k l y .  A s k  s t u-

d e n t s  t o  f i n d  a n o t h e r  g o o d  c o m p a r i s o n  s e n t e n c e  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r .  ( F u r t h e r  a l o n g  i n

the  chap te r ,  he  wr i t e s ,  ‘The  hockey  s t i ck  came  down l ike  a  bo l t  o f  l i gh ten ing , ’  and

‘ M r .  H o b b s ’  p o c k m a r k e d  f a c e  l o o m e d  a b o v e  h e r  l i k e  s o m e  s i n i s t e r  m o o n  i n  a  h o r r o r

movie . ’

E x p l a i n  t h i s  w r i t i n g  t e c h n i q u e  w i t h  y o u r  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t h e n  a s k  t h e m  t o  w r i t e  s i m i l a r

c o m p a r i s o n s .  T h e y  c a n  s t a r t  b y  c o m p l e t i n g  t h e s e  s e n t e n c e s

The  boy  r an  a s  f a s t  a s…

T h e  m a c h i n e  m a d e  a  h i g h - p i t c h e d  s q u e a l  l i k e  a …

T h e  d o g  s m e l l e d  a s  b a d  a s  

2 .  A s k  s t u d e n t s  w h y  t h e y  t h i n k  t h a t  J a k e  m a d e  u p  t h e  s t o r y  a b o u t  U n c l e  R a l p h .  H e

l i ed  to  Dex te r .  Was  tha t  t he  r i gh t  t h ing  to  do?  Do  your  s tuden t s  be l i eve  tha t  i t  i s

okay  to  l i e  i f  i t ’ s  fo r  a  good  cause  l ike  making  someone  fee l  l ess  a f ra id?  

Lea rn ing  S t anda rds :  unde r s t and ing  s im i l e s ,  mak ing  j u s t i f i c a t i ons



C h a p t e r  S e v e n

J a k e  a n d  D e x t e r  a r e  i n  t h e  s e w e r  a n d  t h e y  h a v e  e n c o u n t e r e d  s o m e  n a s t y  s e w e r  r a t s .  

Vocabu la ry  Bu i lde r s

A s k  s t u d e n t s  t o  d e f i n e  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  w o r d s  i n  c o n t e x t  a n d  t o  u s e  e a c h  i n  a  s e n t e n c e .

I f  t h e y  a r e  u n a b l e  t o  d e f i n e  t h e m  i n  c o n t e x t ,  s u g g e s t  d i c t i o n a r y  u s e .  T h e y  s h o u l d

a l s o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  r o o t  w o r d  w h e n  p o s s i b l e .

D e b r i s :  s c a t t e r e d  r e m a i n s  o f  s o m e t h i n g  b r o k e n

Bask :  t o  expose  onese l f  t o  p l ea san t  wa rmth

Severed :  cu t  o f f

G a l v a n i z e d :  t o  a r o u s e  t o  a w a r e n e s s  o r  a c t i o n

C o m p r e h e n s i o n  Q u e s t i o n s

1 .  Who  i s  s t and ing  in  the  ex i t  o f  the  sewer?  Sewer  r a t s  a re  the re .

2 .  Wha t  do  t he  r a t s  wan t ?  They  wan t  t o  e a t  J ake  and  Dex te r ?

3 .  How do  Jake  and  Dex te r  ge t  away?  Jake  d i s t r ac t s  t he  r a t s  by  ca l l i ng  ou t  abou t

a n o t h e r  p a c k  o f  r a t s  a p p r o a c h i n g .

T a l k i n g  P o i n t s / W r i t i n g  P r o m p t s

1 .  T h i s  c h a p t e r  c o n t a i n s  s e v e r a l  c o m p o u n d  w o r d s  s o  i t  m a y  b e  a  g o o d  i d e a  t o  h a v e

y o u r  s t u d e n t s  s k i m  t h e  c h a p t e r  t o  l o c a t e  t h e m .  S o m e  o f  t h o s e  a r e :

w o r k b e n c h

d o w n s t r e a m

s u n l i g h t

H a v e  t h e  s t u d e n t s  f i n d  t h e  t w o  w o r d s  t h a t  m a k e  u p  e a c h  c o m p o u n d  w o r d  i n  o r d e r

t o  d e f i n e  e a c h  o f  t h e  w o r d s  a n d  t o  u s e  i t  i n  a  s e n t e n c e .

2 .  J a k e  c a n ’ t  b e a t  t h e  r a t s  u s i n g  s t r e n g t h  b e c a u s e  h e  i s  s m a l l e r  t h a n  t h e y  a r e  s o  h e

t r i c k s  t h e m  i n  o r d e r  t o  g e t  a w a y .  A s k  y o u r  s t u d e n t s  t o  r e a d  t h i s  p a s s a g e  c a r e f u l l y

and  to  wr i t e  a  de sc r ip t i on  o f  t he  t r i ck  t ha t  J ake  u sed  on  t he  r a t s .  Th i s  w i l l  enab l e

y o u  t o  m a k e  s u r e  t h a t  t h e  s t u d e n t s  u n d e r s t a n d  h o w  J a k e  o u t s m a r t e d  t h e  r a t s .  

L e a r n i n g  S t a n d a r d s :  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  c o m p o u n d  w o r d s ,  w r i t i n g  d e s c r i p t i o n s



C h a p t e r  E i g h t

M r .  H o b b s  t r a p p e d  M o l l y  a n d  h a s  h e r  i n  a  b u c k e t .  M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e  s e w e r  r a t s  a r e

a f t e r  D e x t e r  a n d  J a k e  a g a i n .

Vocabu la ry  Bu i lde r s

A s k  s t u d e n t s  t o  d e f i n e  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  w o r d s  i n  c o n t e x t  a n d  t o  u s e  e a c h  i n  a  s e n t e n c e .

I f  t h e y  a r e  u n a b l e  t o  d e f i n e  t h e m  i n  c o n t e x t ,  s u g g e s t  d i c t i o n a r y  u s e .  T h e y  s h o u l d

a l s o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  r o o t  w o r d  w h e n  p o s s i b l e .

R u n t s :  a n  u n d e r s i z e d  a n i m a l

R e t o r t :  t o  r e p l y  o r  a n s w e r

Resound ing :  f i l l ed  w i th  sound

P r o c e s s i o n :  t h e  m o v i n g  a l o n g  i n  a n  o r d e r l y  m a n n e r

C o m p r e h e n s i o n  Q u e s t i o n s

1 .  W h y  d o e s n ’ t  M o l l y  c a r e  s o  m u c h  a b o u t  w h a t  h a p p e n s  t o  h e r ?  S h e ’ s  u p s e t  t h a t  h e r

b r o t h e r  a n d  D e x t e r  a r e  g o n e .

2 .  How does  Mol ly  know she ’ s  nea r  the  fu rnace?  She  f ee l s  t he  hea t  f rom the  f l ames .

3 .  H o w  d o  J a k e  a n d  D e x t e r  e s c a p e  t h e  r a t s ?  T h e y  r u n  u n d e r  t h e  h o t  d o g  c a r t .

T a l k i n g  P o i n t s / W r i t i n g  P r o m p t s

1 .  T h i s  c h a p t e r  a f f o r d s  y o u  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t e a c h  a  l e s s o n  a b o u t  h o m o n y m s ,  s y n-

o n y m s  a n d  a n t o n y m s .  

T h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  w o r d s  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r  t h a t  h a v e  h o m o n y m s .  S o m e  o f  t h o s e  a r e

g r a t e  ( g r e a t ) ,  o n e  ( w o n ) ,  b o a r d  ( b o r e d ) ,  d o  ( d u e ) ,  w o o d  ( w o u l d ) ,  h e r e  ( h e a r ) ,  h e a r d

(he rd ) ,  t o  ( two ,  t oo ) ,  and  wa i t  (we igh t ) .  

S t u d e n t s  c a n  s k i m  t h e  c h a p t e r ,  i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e  w o r d s  w i t h  h o m o n y m s  ( w o r d s  w h i c h

s o u n d  t h e  s a m e  b u t  m e a n  d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g s ) ,  w r i t i n g  t h e  h o m o n y m s  a n d  t h e n  u s i n g

e a c h  i n  a  s e n t e n c e .

T h e y  c a n  c i r c l e  a n y  f i v e  w o r d s  a n d  w r i t e  t h e  a n t o n y m s  f o r  t h o s e .

F ina l l y ,  e ach  o f  t he se  words  can  be  found  i n  t h i s  chap t e r .  Have  s t uden t s  wr i t e  an

a n t o n y m  ( o p p o s i t e )  f o r  e a c h  a n d  u s e  e a c h  i n  a  s e n t e n c e .  

h a r d

b i g

d e s p e r a t e

d i m

s lowly

l e a d e r



2 .  W h i c h  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r  d o  y o u r  s t u d e n t s  t h i n k  a r e  b r a v e ?  H a v e

t h e m  w r i t e  a  c h a r a c t e r  s k e t c h  o f  t h e  b r a v e s t  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  t o  g i v e  d e t a i l s  o f  h o w

t h a t  b r a v e r y  i s  s h o w n .  C a n  t h e y  a l s o  f i n d  s o m e o n e  w h o  i s  b r a v e  i n  t h e  n e w s p a p e r ?

C a n  t h e y  t h i n k  o f  t i m e s  w h e n  t h e y  h a d  t o  b e  b r a v e ?  

L e a r n i n g  S t a n d a r d s :  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  h o m o n y m s ,  s y n o n y m s  a n d  a n t o n y m s

C h a p t e r  N i n e

J a k e  a n d  D e x t e r  g e t  o u t  o f  t h e  s e w e r ,  c l e a n  t h e m s e l v e s  o f f  a n d  r u n  f o r  a  w h i l e  u n d e r

t h e  h o t  d o g  c a r t  u n t i l  t h e y  e n d  u p  a t  t h e  d e l i  w h e r e  J a k e  u s e d  t o  l i v e .  M o l l y ,  m e a n-

whi l e ,  r ema ins  wi th  Mr .  Hobbs  who  has  ju s t  l ea rned  tha t  a  ge rb i l  i s  on  the  loose .  

Vocabu la ry  Bu i lde r s

A s k  s t u d e n t s  t o  d e f i n e  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  w o r d s  i n  c o n t e x t  a n d  t o  u s e  e a c h  i n  a  s e n t e n c e .

I f  t h e y  a r e  u n a b l e  t o  d e f i n e  t h e m  i n  c o n t e x t ,  s u g g e s t  d i c t i o n a r y  u s e .  T h e y  s h o u l d

a l s o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  r o o t  w o r d  w h e n  p o s s i b l e .

D a n k :  d i s a g r e e a b l y  d a m p

C o n f i n e s :  t o  k e e p  w i t h i n  b o u n d s

Giddy :  hav ing  a  l i gh thea r t ed  f ee l i ng

Huf fed :  t o  pu f f  o r  b low in  ange r

B o a s t e d :  b r a g g e d

C o m p r e h e n s i o n  Q u e s t i o n s

1.  What  i s  Del i  Dan’s?  I t ’s  where  Jake  grew up.

2 .  W h e r e  d o e s  M r .  H o b b s  p u t  M o l l y ?  H e  p u t s  h e r  i n  a n  a q u a r i u m .

3 .  Why  d id  Mr .  Hobbs  c l ean  t he  aqua r ium?  He  c l eaned  i t  so  he  cou ld  ge t  a  good  look

a t  Mol ly .

T a l k i n g  P o i n t s / W r i t i n g  P r o m p t s

1 .  In  th i s  chap te r  we  mee t  Mrs .  Wise r ,  the  schoo l  p r inc ipa l .  She  has  lo t s  o f  i s sues  to

d e a l  w i t h  –  a n  e s c a p e d  c l a s s  p e t ,  s c h o o l  l i g h t i n g  a n d  k e e p i n g  t h e  p a r e n t s  h a p p y .

W h a t  d o  y o u r  s t u d e n t s  t h i n k  i s  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  j o b  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p r i n c i p a l ?  W h a t

q u a l i t i e s  m a k e  a  g o o d  p r i n c i p a l ?  H a v e  s t u d e n t s  c h e c k  t h e  n e w s p a p e r  H e l p  W a n t e d

a d s  t o  s e e  h o w  t h e y  a r e  w r i t t e n  a n d  t h e n  t h e y  c a n  w r i t e  o n e  s e e k i n g  a  p r i n c i p a l .  

2 .  T h e  c h a p t e r  e n d s  w i t h  M r .  H o b b s  l e a n i n g  f o r w a r d .  W h a t  d o  y o u r  s t u d e n t s  p r e d i c t

t h a t  h e  w i l l  d o  n e x t ?  H a v e  t h e m  w r i t e  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  c h a p t e r  t e n  a s  t h e y  t h i n k  i t

m i g h t  h a p p e n .  

L e a r n i n g  S t a n d a r d s :  a n a l y z i n g  c h a r a c t e r  t r a i t s ,  w r i t i n g  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  p u r p o s e s



C h a p t e r  T e n  

Whi le  Mol ly  and  Mr .  Hobbs  a r e  becoming  f r i ends ,  J ake  and  Dex te r  a r e  g ree t i ng

f r i e n d s  a t  t h e  d e l i  a n d  J a k e  h a s  j u s t  s e e n  h i s  m o t h e r .

Vocabu la ry  Bu i lde r s

A s k  s t u d e n t s  t o  d e f i n e  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  w o r d s  i n  c o n t e x t  a n d  t o  u s e  e a c h  i n  a  s e n t e n c e .

I f  t h e y  a r e  u n a b l e  t o  d e f i n e  t h e m  i n  c o n t e x t ,  s u g g e s t  d i c t i o n a r y  u s e .  T h e y  s h o u l d

a l s o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  r o o t  w o r d  w h e n  p o s s i b l e .

T r a n s f o r m a t i o n :  a  c h a n g e

A r o m a :  a  p l e a s a n t  o d o r

C o m p r e h e n s i o n  Q u e s t i o n s

1 .  D id  Mr .  Hobbs  eve r  have  a  pe t ?  He  had  a  dog  when  he  was  a  k id .

2 .  Wha t  d id  Mr .  Hobbs  f eed  Mol ly?  He  f ed  he r  some  cheese  f rom h i s  l unch .

3 .  Why  wi l l  J ake ’ s  mothe r  be  happy  he  l ives  in  a  schoo l?  She  a lways  wan ted  he r  k ids

t o  g e t  a n  e d u c a t i o n .

T a l k i n g  P o i n t s / W r i t i n g  P r o m p t s

1 .  I n  t h i s  c h a p t e r  M r .  H o b b s  f o n d l y  r e m e m b e r s  h i s  c h i l d h o o d  p e t ,  a  d o g .  D o  y o u r

s t u d e n t s  h a v e  p e t s ?  I n v i t e  t h e m  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  p e t s  t h e y ’ v e  h a d  a n d  a b o u t  h o w  t h e y

f e l t  a b o u t  t h e m .  T h e y  m a y  w a n t  t o  d r a w  p i c t u r e s  a n d  w r i t e  s t o r i e s  a b o u t  t h e  p e t s

t h e y ’ v e  h a d  o r  t h e  p e t s  t h e y ’ v e  w a n t e d .  T h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  p e o p l e  a n d  t h e i r

pe t s  i s  a  spec ia l  one  wi th  lo t s  o f  bene f i t s  and  r e spons ib i l i t i e s .  Th i s  may  be  a  good

t i m e  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  w h a t  g o e s  i n t o  b e i n g  a  p e t  o w n e r .  

2 .  Unc le  Lou ie  uses  a  lo t  o f  words  tha t  have  to  do  wi th  sa i l ing .  Ask  your  s tuden t s

why  t h i s  i s  so .  (He  once  l i ved  on  a  sh ip . )  Then ,  have  s t uden t s  imag ine  t ha t  r a t he r

than  l i v ing  on  a  sh ip ,  Unc l e  Lou ie  had  l i ved  i n  a  c a rpen t e r  shop ,  a  zoo ,  a  depa r t-

men t  s to re ,  a  f i r e  s t a t i on  o r  an  a i rpo r t .  How wou ld  h i s  co lo r fu l  exp res s ions  be  d i f f e r-

e n t ?  H a v e  s t u d e n t s  r e w r i t e  s o m e  o f  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n s  t o  f i t  t h e  o t h e r  e n v i r o n m e n t s .

F o r  e x a m p l e ,  " W h a t  b r i n g s  y o u  b a c k  t o  p o r t ? "  m i g h t  b e c o m e  " W h y  h a v e  y o u  f l o w n

back  in?"  i f  Unc le  Lou ie  had  come  f rom an  a i rpo r t .  

L e a r n i n g  S t a n d a r d s :  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  d u t i e s  a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  u s i n g  f i g u r a t i v e  l a n-

g u a g e  



C h a p t e r  E l e v e n

J a k e  h a s  r e c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  h i s  f a m i l y  a n d  t h e y  a r e  f i l l i n g  h i m  i n  o n  t h e i r  p l a n s  t o

f ind  a  new p l ace  t o  l i ve  because  o f  a  mean  ca t .  I t  t u rns  ou t  t he  ca t  i s  one  t ha t  J ake

h a d  a  r u n  i n  w i t h .  

Vocabu la ry  Bu i lde r s

A s k  s t u d e n t s  t o  d e f i n e  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  w o r d s  i n  c o n t e x t  a n d  t o  u s e  e a c h  i n  a  s e n t e n c e .

I f  t h e y  a r e  u n a b l e  t o  d e f i n e  t h e m  i n  c o n t e x t ,  s u g g e s t  d i c t i o n a r y  u s e .  T h e y  s h o u l d

a l s o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  r o o t  w o r d  w h e n  p o s s i b l e .

Kin :  re la t ive

R e c o u n t e d :  t o l d  a g a i n  

M a u l e d :  t o  i n j u r e  b y  b e a t i n g

V e n g e a n c e :  t o  p u n i s h  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  a  w r o n g

Lurks :  to  l i e  in  wa i t  a s  in  ambush

C o m p r e h e n s i o n  Q u e s t i o n s

1 .  Why i s  Jake’s  fami ly  l eav ing  the  de l i ?  They’ re  l eav ing  because  o f  a  mons te r  ca t .

2 .  Why i s  Big  Gray  mad a t  Jake?  Jake  b i t  h im.

3 .  W h a t  d o  M o m m a  a n d  P o p p a  d e c i d e  t o  d o ?  T h e y  d e c i d e  t o  g o  w i t h  J a k e  a n d

D e x t e r .

T a l k i n g  P o i n t s / W r i t i n g  P r o m p t s

1 .  J ake  r ea l i ze s  t ha t  t he  ca t  whom he  b i t  i s  now ha ra s s ing  h i s  f ami ly .  A l though  he

i n s i s t s  t h a t  b i t i n g  w a s  t h e  o n l y  w a y  o u t  o f  t h a t  s i t u a t i o n ,  h e  n o w  t h i n k s  t h a t  m a y b e

h e  s h o u l d  h a v e  h a n d l e d  i t  d i f f e r e n t l y .  D o  y o u r  s t u d e n t s  t h i n k  t h a t  v i o l e n c e  i s  a  g o o d

way  to  r e so lve  a  conf l i c t ?  Wha t  wou ld  they  do  i f  t hey  were  Jake  and  a  bu l ly  was

p i c k i n g  o n  t h e m ?  T h i s  m a y  b e  a  g o o d  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  a  d i s c u s s i o n  a b o u t

b u l l y i n g  a n d  h o w  t o  h a n d l e  i t .  

2 .  Your  s t uden t s  may  be  ab l e  t o  f i nd  con f l i c t  happen ing  i n  t he  comic  s t r i p s .  Have

t h e m  f i n d  s u c h  a  s t r i p  a n d  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  w a y s  i n  w h i c h  t h e  c o n f l i c t  c o u l d  b e

r e s o l v e d .  

Lea rn ing  S t anda rds :  so lv ing  p rob l ems ,  po r t r ay ing  pos i t i ve  cha rac t e r i s t i c s

C h a p t e r  T w e l v e

Mr.  Hobbs  i s  ge t t ing  to  know and  l ike  Mol ly  whi l e  Jake  and  Dex te r  d i scuss  why  they

h a v e  t o  m o v e  b a c k  t o  t h e  s c h o o l .



Vocabu la ry  Bu i lde r s

A s k  s t u d e n t s  t o  d e f i n e  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  w o r d s  i n  c o n t e x t  a n d  t o  u s e  e a c h  i n  a  s e n t e n c e .

I f  t h e y  a r e  u n a b l e  t o  d e f i n e  t h e m  i n  c o n t e x t ,  s u g g e s t  d i c t i o n a r y  u s e .  T h e y  s h o u l d

a l s o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  r o o t  w o r d  w h e n  p o s s i b l e .

T h r u s t :  t o  p u s h  q u i c k l y

Dejec ted :  to  lower  the  sp i r i t s

S u l k :  t o  b e  w i t h d r a w n  a n d  q u i e t

C o m p r e h e n s i o n  Q u e s t i o n s

1 .  Did  Mol ly  l ike  be ing  in  the  g i r l ’ s  hands?  Yes ,  t he  hands  were  so f t  and  warm and

s m e l l e d  g o o d .

2 .  Had  Mr .  Hobbs  he ld  a  ge rb i l  be fo re?  No ,  he  d idn’ t  th ink  so .

3 .  Why  does  Jake  th ink  Dex te r  shou ld  go  back  to  l i v ing  in  a  cage?  Jake  doesn’ t  t h ink

D e x t e r  k n o w s  e n o u g h  t o  s u r v i v e  i n  t h e  w o r l d .

T a l k i n g  P o i n t s / W r i t i n g  P r o m p t s

1 .  Ava  s ays  t ha t  she  i s  good  w i th  pe t s .  Wha t  k ind  o f  a  pe r son  makes  a  good  pe t

owne r?  Wou ld  you r  s t uden t s  wan t  t o  own  a  pe t  l i ke  a  ge rb i l ?  Do  they  know wha t  i t

t akes  t o  ca r e  fo r  a  roden t ?  Have  t hem use  t he  Pe t s  fo r  Sa l e  o r  Adop t ion  ads  i n  t he

Clas s i f i ed  sec t ion  and  to  choose  one  they  wou ld  l i ke  to  have .  They  can  wr i t e  a  l e t t e r

t o  t he  an ima l  t e l l i ng  why  they ’d  be  g r ea t  owne r s .  

2 .  W h y  d o  y o u r  s t u d e n t s  t h i n k  t h a t  M r .  H o b b s  a s k e d  A v a  h e r  n a m e ?  D o  t h e y  t h i n k

tha t  he  i s  u sua l l y  t h i s  f r i end ly?  Why?  Wha t  a r e  t he  s to ry  c lue s  t ha t  t e l l  t he  r eade r

what  Mr .  Hobbs  i s  l ike?  

Lea rn ing  S tanda rds :  wr i t ing  l e t t e r s ,  l oca t ing  spec i f i c  in fo rma t ion

C h a p t e r  T h i r t e e n

Jake  i s  t ang l ing  wi th  h i s  o ld  enemy,  Big  Gray  the  ca t .  

Vocabu la ry  Bu i lde r s

A s k  s t u d e n t s  t o  d e f i n e  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  w o r d s  i n  c o n t e x t  a n d  t o  u s e  e a c h  i n  a  s e n t e n c e .

I f  t h e y  a r e  u n a b l e  t o  d e f i n e  t h e m  i n  c o n t e x t ,  s u g g e s t  d i c t i o n a r y  u s e .  T h e y  s h o u l d

a l s o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  r o o t  w o r d  w h e n  p o s s i b l e .

Ambush :  t he  ac t  o f  l y ing  in  wa i t  t o  a t t ack

Coy:  f l i r t a t ious ly  shy

M a l i c e :  a  d e s i r e  t o  h a r m  o t h e r s



C o m p r e h e n s i o n  Q u e s t i o n s

1 .  W h e r e  a r e  t h e  r o d e n t s  p l a n n i n g  t o  m e e t ?  T h e y ’ l l  m e e t  a t  t h e  e d g e  o f  t h e  p a r k .

2 .  What  does  Big  Gray  look  l ike?  He  has  mat ted  fu r  tha t  looks  l ike  the  ba rk  o f  a  t r ee .

3 .  D id  Jake  ge t  away  f rom Big  Gray?  No ,  Jake  i s  t r apped  a t  the  bo t tom of  the  c ra t e .

T a l k i n g  P o i n t s / W r i t i n g  P r o m p t s

1 .  Baby  Ben  says  tha t  he  can  run  "a s  f a s t  a s  a  chee t ah . "  Ta lk  abou t  t h i s  wr i t i ng  t ech-

n i q u e  w i t h  y o u r  s t u d e n t s  a n d  a l l o w  t h e m  t i m e  t o  b r a i n s t o r m  w a y s  t o  f i n i s h  t h e s e

d e s c r i p t i o n s  u s i n g  m e t a p h o r s  a n d  s i m i l e s .  

As s low as

As  b r igh t  a s

As  s t icky  as

A s  f u n n y  a s

2 .  There  i s  a  v iv id  desc r ip t ion  o f  Big  Gray ,  the  ca t .  Ask  s tuden t s  to  read  i t  ca re fu l ly

a n d  t o  d r a w  a  d e t a i l e d  p i c t u r e ,  b a s e d  o n  w h a t  t h e y  r e a d .  

L e a r n i n g  S t a n d a r d s :  u s i n g  s i m i l e s  a n d  m e t a p h o r s ,  c r e a t i n g  g r a p h i c  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s ,

d e f i n i n g  w o r d s

C h a p t e r  F o u r t e e n

Dexter  and  Jake  a re  ab le  to  t r i ck  Big  Gray  and  to  ge t  away  sa fe ly .  Now Jake’s  fami ly

i s  o n  t h e i r  w a y  t h r o u g h  t h e  p a r k  t o  t h e  s c h o o l .  

Vocabu la ry  Bu i lde r s

A s k  s t u d e n t s  t o  d e f i n e  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  w o r d s  i n  c o n t e x t  a n d  t o  u s e  e a c h  i n  a  s e n t e n c e .

I f  t h e y  a r e  u n a b l e  t o  d e f i n e  t h e m  i n  c o n t e x t ,  s u g g e s t  d i c t i o n a r y  u s e .  T h e y  s h o u l d

a l s o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  r o o t  w o r d  w h e n  p o s s i b l e .

Malevolent :  having i l l  wi l l

Leer :  to  look  wi th  a  s ide long  g lance

Ob l iv ion :  t he  cond i t i on  o f  be ing  comple t e ly  fo rgo t t en

Baf f l ed :  confused

C o m p r e h e n s i o n  Q u e s t i o n s

1 .  What  does  Dex te r  t e l l  B ig  Gray?  He  t e l l s  h im tha t  Jake  has  ra t  po i son  on  h i s  fu r

and tha t  i f  Big  Gray  ea ts  Jake ,  he’ l l  d ie .



2 .  Why i s  Baby  Ben  upse t?  He  th inks  the  ca t  a te  Jake .

3 .  Where  i s  the  mouse  fami ly  go ing?  They’ re  go ing  to  the  schoo l .  

T a l k i n g  P o i n t s /  W r i t i n g  P r o m p t s

1 .  T h i s  c h a p t e r  i n c l u d e s  m a n y  w o r d s  t h a t  m i g h t  b e  n e w  t o  y o u r  s t u d e n t s .  Y o u  m a y

w a n t  t o  a s k  t h e m  t o  c i r c l e  a n y  w i t h  w h i c h  t h e y  a r e  u n f a m i l i a r  a n d  t h e n  t o  d e f i n e

t h o s e .  I t  m a y  b e  f u n  t o  p l a y  " D i c t i o n a r y "  w i t h  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w r i t i n g  t h e i r  o w n  z a n y

d e f i n i t i o n s  t o  t h e  w o r d s  a n d  t a k i n g  t u r n s  r e a d i n g  t h e m  a l o u d ,  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  c o r r e c t

m e a n i n g  s o  t h a t  o t h e r  s t u d e n t s  c a n  g u e s s  a n d  i d e n t i f y  t h e  r e a l  m e a n i n g .  

2 .  I n  t h i s  chap t e r ,  t he  mouse  f ami ly  i s  work ing  t oge the r  t o  he lp  each  o the r .  Th i s

m i g h t  b e  a  g o o d  t i m e  t o  a s s i g n  y o u r  s t u d e n t s  t o  w r i t e  a b o u t  h o w  t h e y  f a m i l y  f u n c-

t i o n s  –  h o w  t h e y  h e l p  a n d  s u p p o r t  e a c h  o t h e r .  

L e a r n i n g  S t a n d a r d s :  r e c o g n i z i n g  w o r d s ,  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  r o l e  o f  f a m i l i e s

C h a p t e r  F i f t e e n

The  mouse  f ami ly  and  Dex te r  a r e  h i t ch ing  a  r ide  back  to  schoo l  i n  Miss  C la rk ’ s  book

b a g .  

Vocabu la ry  Bu i lde r s

A s k  s t u d e n t s  t o  d e f i n e  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  w o r d s  i n  c o n t e x t  a n d  t o  u s e  e a c h  i n  a  s e n t e n c e .

I f  t h e y  a r e  u n a b l e  t o  d e f i n e  t h e m  i n  c o n t e x t ,  s u g g e s t  d i c t i o n a r y  u s e .  T h e y  s h o u l d

a l s o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  r o o t  w o r d  w h e n  p o s s i b l e .

P lowing :  to  move  wi th  d r iv ing  fo rce

E n o r m o u s :  v e r y  l a r g e

Arsena l :  a  co l l ec t ion  o f  weapons

C o m p r e h e n s i o n  Q u e s t i o n s

1 .  What  i s  Jake’s  shor tcu t  to  school?  I t ’ s  h i tchhik ing  a  r ide  in  Miss  Clark’s  backpack .

2 .  Who does  Ava th ink  Mol ly  i s?  She  th inks  Mol ly  i s  the  los t  c lass  pe t  –  Dexter .

T a l k i n g  P o i n t s /  W r i t i n g  P r o m p t s

As  Baby  Ben  c rawls  th rough  the  ta l l ,  we t  g rass  o f  the  jungle ,  he  says  tha t  i t ’ s  l ike

" c r a s h i n g  t h r o u g h  a  j u n g l e . "  T h i s  i s  a  g o o d  i l l u s t r a t i o n  f o r  r e a d e r s  a b o u t  p e r s p e c-

t ive .  To  a  mouse ,  wa lk ing  th rough  g rass  i s  pe rce ived  as  jung le - l ike .  Ass ign  your  s tu-

d e n t s  t o  a s s u m e  t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  o n e  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  i n  t h i s  s t o r y  a n d  t o  w r i t e  a

r eac t ion  to  the i r  su r round ings .  Wha t  was  i t  l i ke  fo r  J ake  to  encoun te r  B ig  Gray?



What  d id  i t  l ook ,  f ee l  and  sme l l  l i ke  in s ide  the  book  bag  f rom Momma’s  pe r spec t ive?

How abou t  f rom the  pe r spec t ive  o f  t he  book  bag?  Wha t  d id  i t  f ee l  l i ke  t o  have  a  f am-

i l y  o f  m i c e  i n s i d e ?  F i n a l l y ,  h a v e  s t u d e n t s  c h o o s e  a  p h o t o  f r o m  t h e  n e w s p a p e r  a n d  t o

w r i t e  a b o u t  t h e  p h o t o  f r o m  t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  a n  o b j e c t  i n  t h e  p i c t u r e .  

L e a r n i n g  S t a n d a r d s :  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  w r i t i n g  f o r  f l u e n c y

C h a p t e r  S i x t e e n

Mr.  Hobbs  t o ld  Mis s  C la rk  t ha t  he  had  found  Dex te r  bu t  she  d i s cove red  t ha t  i t  was  a

wi ld  house  mouse ,  Mol ly .  Now she  mus t  t e l l  he r  c l a s s  tha t  Dex te r  i s  dead .  

Vocabu la ry  Bu i lde r s

A s k  s t u d e n t s  t o  d e f i n e  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  w o r d s  i n  c o n t e x t  a n d  t o  u s e  e a c h  i n  a  s e n t e n c e .

I f  t h e y  a r e  u n a b l e  t o  d e f i n e  t h e m  i n  c o n t e x t ,  s u g g e s t  d i c t i o n a r y  u s e .  T h e y  s h o u l d

a l s o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  r o o t  w o r d  w h e n  p o s s i b l e .

Dispose :  to  ge t  r id  o f

D r e a d :  t o  b e  i n  t e r r o r  o f

C o m p r e h e n s i o n  Q u e s t i o n s

1 .  Wha t  doesn ’ t  Miss  C la rk  wan t  to  t e l l  he r  s tuden t s?  She  doesn’ t  wan t  to  t e l l  t hem

tha t  Dex t e r  i s  dead  o r  m i s s ing .

2 .  What  i s  Mr .  Hobbs’  idea?  He th inks  tha t  Miss  Clark’s  c lass  should  keep  Mol ly  as  a

p e t .

3 .  Why doesn’ t  Miss  Cla rk  want  Mol ly  as  c lass  pe t?  She  says  tha t  mice  ca r ry  d i seases .

T a l k i n g  P o i n t s /  W r i t i n g  P r o m p t s

1 .  Ask  your  s tuden t s  wha t  ev idence  i s  t he re  i n  t h i s  chap te r  t ha t  Mis s  C la rk  i s  a  n i ce

p e r s o n  a n d  a  g o o d  t e a c h e r ?  T h e y  s h o u l d  b e  a b l e  t o  a s s e s s  t h a t  h e r  s e n s i t i v i t y  a b o u t

t e l l i ng  he r  s t uden t s  abou t  Dex te r ’ s  demise  i s  a  s i gn  o f  a  n i ce  pe r son  and  a  ca r ing

teacher .  Also  she  says ,  " I  jus t  love  what  I  do ."  

2 .  Ask  s tuden t s  t o  p r ed i c t  wha t  w i l l  happen  nex t  f o r  e ach  o f  t he se  cha rac t e r s  –

Dex te r ,  J ake ,  and  Mol ly .  A t  the  end  o f  t h i s  chap te r ,  t he i r  f a t e s  a re  a l l  unknown.  

L e a r n i n g  S t a n d a r d s :  u s i n g  w o r d s  i n  c o n t e x t ,  u s i n g  e v i d e n c e  a n d  r e a s o n i n g



C h a p t e r  S e v e n t e e n

Whi l e  t he  s t uden t s  t a l k  abou t  t he i r  memor i e s  o f  Dex t e r ,  Dex t e r  t h inks  abou t  g iv ing

up  the  f r ee  l i f e  and  r e tu rn ing  to  l i f e  a s  a  c l a s s  pe t .  

Vocabu la ry  Bu i lde r s

A s k  s t u d e n t s  t o  d e f i n e  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  w o r d s  i n  c o n t e x t  a n d  t o  u s e  e a c h  i n  a  s e n t e n c e .

I f  t h e y  a r e  u n a b l e  t o  d e f i n e  t h e m  i n  c o n t e x t ,  s u g g e s t  d i c t i o n a r y  u s e .  T h e y  s h o u l d

a l s o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  r o o t  w o r d  w h e n  p o s s i b l e .

S p o n t a n e o u s :  a r i s i n g  f r o m  a  n a t u r a l  i n c l i n a t i o n

S o m b e r :  g l o o m y  o r  d a r k

C o m p r e h e n s i o n  Q u e s t i o n s

1 .  How d id  t he  s tuden t s  r eac t  t o  Dex te r ’ s  dea th?  Some  s t a r t ed  c ry ing .

2 .  Wha t  i s  Dex t e r  t h ink ing  abou t ?  He ’ s  t h ink ing  abou t  r e tu rn ing  t o  t he  c l a s s room

c a g e .

3 .  Wha t  i s  Poppa’ s  idea  fo r  Dex te r?  He  sugges t s  tha t  Dex te r  spend  days  in  the  cage

a n d  n i g h t s  w i t h  t h e  m i c e .

T a l k i n g  P o i n t s / W r i t i n g  P r o m p t s

1 .  I n  t h i s  c h a p t e r  t h e  s t u d e n t s  t a l k  a b o u t  t h e i r  m e m o r i e s  a n d  t h o u g h t s  o f  D e x t e r

w h e n  t h e y  t h i n k  h e  i s  d e a d .  T h i s  p r e s e n t s  m a t e r i a l  f o r  a  u n i q u e  w r i t i n g  a c t i v i t y .

H a v e  y o u r  s t u d e n t s  w r i t e  o b i t u a r i e s  a b o u t  t h e  g e r b i l ,  b a s e d  o n  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n .

T h e y  c a n  c h e c k  t h e  o b i t u a r y  c o l u m n  i n  t h e  n e w s p a p e r  t o  s e e  h o w  o n e  i s  s t r u c t u r e d .  

2 .  Dex te r  speaks  a  g rea t  dea l  i n  t h i s  chap te r  abou t  f ami ly .  The  f ac t  i s  t ha t  f ami l i e s

c o m e  i n  a l l  s h a p e s  a n d  s i z e s .  T a l k  w i t h  y o u r  s t u d e n t s  a b o u t  t h e  m a n y  f a c e s  o f  f a m i-

l y .  S o m e  a r e  t h o s e  t h a t  p e o p l e  a r e  b o r n  i n t o  w h i l e  o t h e r s  a r e  t h o s e  t h a t  f o r m  f r o m  a

b o n d  o f  a n o t h e r  s o r t .  F a m i l i e s  s o m e t i m e s  i n c l u d e  m o t h e r s  a n d  f a t h e r s  w h i l e  s o m e

j u s t  h a v e  o n e  o r  t h e  o t h e r .  O t h e r s  m a y  b e  f o r m e d  b y  p e o p l e  w h o  a r e  n o t  b l o o d  r e l a-

t i v e s  b u t  l o v e  e a c h  o t h e r  j u s t  t h e  s a m e .  A l l o w  y o u r  s t u d e n t s  t i m e  t o  s h a r e  t h e i r

t h o u g h t s  a b o u t  t h e  m a n y  t y p e s  o f  f a m i l i e s .  

L e a r n i n g  S t a n d a r d s :  e x p l o r i n g  u n i v e r s a l  t h e m e s ,  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  h u m a n  e x p e r i-

e n c e



C h a p t e r  E i g h t e e n

Dexte r  goes  back  to  be ing  a  c lass  pe t .  Mr .  Hobbs  l e t s  Mol ly  loose  and  she  goes  back

t o  h e r  f a m i l y .  T h e  s t o r y  e n d s  h a p p i l y .  

Vocabu la ry  Bu i lde r s

A s k  s t u d e n t s  t o  d e f i n e  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  w o r d s  i n  c o n t e x t  a n d  t o  u s e  e a c h  i n  a  s e n t e n c e .

I f  t h e y  a r e  u n a b l e  t o  d e f i n e  t h e m  i n  c o n t e x t ,  s u g g e s t  d i c t i o n a r y  u s e .  T h e y  s h o u l d

a l s o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  r o o t  w o r d  w h e n  p o s s i b l e .

M o i s t e n :  t o  m a k e  m o i s t

N u z z l e d :  t o  r u b  o r  p u s h  g e n t l y

K n o t h o l e :  a  h o l e  i n  a  p i e c e  o f  l u m b e r  w h e r e  a  p i e c e  h a s  c o m e  o u t

C o m p r e h e n s i o n  Q u e s t i o n s

1 .  How did  Mol ly  ge t  f ree?  Mr .  Hobbs  le t  her  go .

2 .  Wha t  was  t he  happ ie s t  s i gh t  Mol ly  eve r  s aw?  I t  was  he r  f ami ly  s ea t ed  a round  he r

t a b l e .

3 .  What  does  Dex te r  dec ide  to  do?  He  goes  back  to  h i s  cage  and  s t ays  in  Mol ly ’ s  su r-

v iva l  school .  

T a l k i n g  P o i n t s /  W r i t i n g  P r o m p t s

1 .  The  s t o ry  ends  happ i ly  w i th  Mol ly ,  J ake  and  Dex te r  back  whe re  t hey  t r u ly  be long .

I n v i t e  y o u r  s t u d e n t s  t o  w r i t e  o n e  m o r e  c h a p t e r  o f  t h i s  s t o r y ,  s h o w i n g  w h a t  h a p p e n s

nex t  when  Jake ,  Mol ly  and  t he i r  f ami ly  mee t  up  w i th  Dex te r  a t  n igh t  when  schoo l  i s

c lo sed .  

2 .  H a v e  s t u d e n t s  p r a c t i c e  w r i t i n g  a l t e r n a t e  e n d i n g s  b y  c h o o s i n g  a  c o m i c  s t r i p  f r o m

t h e  n e w s p a p e r  a n d  c h a n g i n g  t h e  l a s t  p a n e l  t o  a  d i f f e r e n t  o u t c o m e .  

Lea rn ing  S t anda rds :  p l an ,  d r a f t ,  r ev i s e  and  ed i t  t ex t s  


