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III. AFTER READING 
 

EXTENDING THE STORY 
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Chapter 1 
1. Jamie spend a month every summer in Pennsylvania with his grandparents. 

Words/phrases to describe the setting:  hottest summer in years, 10 miles south of NY border, land rolled like ocean 
waves, endless valleys and hills, rock walls, rock patches, boulder garden. 

2. Jamie thinks watching the sky is better than books. 
3. Dyslexia is a learning disability that interferes with a person’s reading and math abilities.  Jamie hated talking about it 

and would change the subject. 
4. 5.  Answers will vary. 
6. Ed Goddard says nobody watches the sky…but we know that Jamie does.  Perhaps their geographical paths may cross 

with Goddard’s plan to rob a plane and then parachute out. 
Chapter 2 
1. Goddard watches the plane he hopes to rob.  He plans to steal the payroll carried on the plane and parachute out of the 

plane with the money. 
2. AWV.  The heavy green truck is an armored vehicle and carries men who are armed with weapons. 
3. Goddard is a former Army parachutist and former security officer for the Jewel Box Co. of Elmira, NY.  So he knows 

how to jump out of planes and he knows how the security works at the plant he hopes to rob from. 
4. He uses a money order to remain anonymous.  No names are printed on money orders like you would find on checks. 
5. If he reserves all the seats on the plane, no one will be on the plane except him. 
6. It shows that Jamie knows a lot and has a wide variety of interests and he can learn in ways other than through reading.  

He is a pretty intelligent kid.      7.   &     8.  AWV. 
Chapter 3 
1. Jamie is at the Lurie’s to deliver a tool his grandfather needs to help Mr. Lurie.  Mr. and Mrs. Lurie treat him kindly.  

Todd Lurie makes fun of his sky watching.  Gillian Lurie tries to make up for Todd’s behavior. 
2. Jamie leaves quickly because he tries to keep away from people who bother him, namely Todd Lurie.  He is very 

sensitive about his learning disability and his sky watching. 
3. AWV. 
4. AWV.  Goddard dies his hair, refolds his parachute and packs it, pays his rent in cash to the superintendent of his 

building, and checks the weather forecast.   
5. AWV.  Goddard is very observant to watch the plane for many days; he is organized and his plan is well rehearsed 

because he practices his map skills, he is devious planning all the ways to not leave any clues like paying for his 
apartment in cash, using many names, dyeing his hair and emptying his apartment; he has a good memory as he tests his 
own map skills; he is a perfectionist because he packs and repacks his parachute until he is satisfied. 

6. The National Weather Service says the weather will be hot and fair with only a chance of storms.  Bad weather could 
ground the plane or force it to change course. 

Chapter 4 
1. Jamie lifts his arms and tilts his head back looking as if he were pretending to fly. 
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2. Todd called Jamie is weird and looks like a freak.  Grandma says he is very smart.  Gillian doesn’t know what to make 
of him.  She is curious about him so she follows him. 

3. Gillian and Jamie meet on the hill when Gillian follows him and spies on him.  She surprises Jamie and that puts him on 
his guard.  She questions him and wants to learn what he is doing, but Jamie wants nothing to do with her. 

4. The parachute is in Goddard’s suitcase.             5.  &  6.   AWV 
Chapter 5 
1. AWV.  The slash mark in the title refers to the two stories in one going on: Goddard jumping into the sky and Jamie 

watching the sky and now the two stories will come together. 
2. Jamie thinks about her but her spying makes him feel bad…like he is an object, a weird thing to watch. 
3. Jamie’s hill is a place for him to get away and do what he likes best – watch the sky. 
4. AWV.  The teacher may have been teasing or referring to the old idea that people who watch the sky are crazy day 

dreamers. 
5. Jamie liked storms because they had the most exciting clouds to watch; the contrast of light and dark illuminates 

everything in the sky. 
6. While Jamie is sky watching, Goddard is putting his plan into action.  He is on the plane, removes the parachute from his 

suitcase and puts it on.  He breaks into the money compartment and pulls out the moneybag,   
7. To get out of the plane, Goddard must open the exit door with red lettering: DO NOT TOUCH HANDLE WHILE IN 

FLIGHT.  The door resists his pressure so he kicks it out and it drops away from the plane.                 8.  AWV. 
Chapter 6 
1. Goddard is parachuting in the sky, Jamie is watching the sky and sees Goddard falling, and Gillian is secretly watching 

Jamie. 
2. Throughout the jump, Goddard is calm, knows what to expect, and believes that everything is happening according to 

plan and going perfectly. 
3. Jamie sees skyscrapers, castles, magic mountains, white aliens from Mercury, dark beasts of Jupiter, the fire snakes of 

Mars, and an airplane – a silver spear from Mercury. 
4. Gillian notices Jamie is running but doesn’t know that he has seen a man in the sky. 
5. No, the storm doesn’t worry Goddard; it could alter the course of his fall, but it could also make it unlikely anyone 

would see him. 
6. Goddard had moved the money bag to his weaker hand because the other was growing numb.  He was just letting the 

bag swing loosely in his hands.  Then when Jamie sees Goddard and yells “Hey” Goddard is shocked, jerks his head 
about and by doing so the bag slips from his fingers. 

7. AWV.  His statement may mean he is more worried about someone seeing him than the money dropping from his 
hands.   

Chapter 7 
1.  Gillian is trying to find Jamie. 

 Goddard is on the ground searching for his money and the kid who saw him.  
         Jamie thinks the parachutist may be hurt and need help. 
2. Goddard grabs a stick to use as a club 
3. AWV.  Gillian thinks Jamie is being “yicky” and inventing things. 
4. Goddard buried the parachute.                   5.  &  6.   AWV 
Chapter 8 
1. Goddard is incensed because his leg is hurt, his money is lost, he can’t find the kid who saw him, his clothes are a mess, 

he is covered in mud and he is frustrated and mad at his perfect plan falling apart.   
2. Goddard doesn’t grab Jamie because he isn’t sure Jamie is the kid who saw him. 
3. Gillian finds a satchel. 
4. The satchel was wedged between rocks and the lock was broken when Gillian found it so it was probably broken in the 

fall. 
5. $1,000,000.00 
6. AWV.  Gillian has put herself in a lot of danger.  Goddard could think she saw him parachute down. 
Chapter 9 
1. AWV.  Goddard surprises Gillian by his yell and certainly scares her by the way he looks.  He also was quicker than she 

was and he grabbed her before she could get away. 
2. AWV. 
3. Goddard wants her to take him to the nearest town – Mansfield.   AWV.           4.   &   5.   &   6.   AWV 
Chapter 10 
1. Jamie is confused about what he saw and he doesn’t think anyone will believe him. 
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2. The man with the stick reminded him of the TV images of the Vietnam War and it makes him think the man may have 
had a gun. 

3. AWV. 
4. Jamie stops to tie his shoelace and sees Gillian’s marks on the ground. 
5. Jamie’s head pounds and the letters moves like twisting snakes. 
6. James traces the letter shapes in the air, retraces them on the ground, rewrites them on the ground, tries to see the shapes 

in his mind, tries to relax, makes the letter sounds, tries to put them together, then repeats them over and over and 
finally uses the arrow as a clue to the meaning.                       7.  AWV. 

Chapter 11 
1. Grandma doesn’t take him seriously.  She thinks this is more of what he sees in the clouds.  Then she gets angry when 

Jamie is insistent about what he saw and raises his voice. 
2. Grandpa gets the two of them to settle down, listens to Jamie’s story and then connects it to what he heard on the radio 

about a thief parachuting out of a plane with a bag of money. 
3. AWV. 
4. AWV.  Sky watching makes Jamie very observant so he may be able to use these skills in helping the police. 
5. Mrs. Lurie is upset, worried that the man may have a rifle, tearful, and too nervous to remember what Gillian was 

wearing.                         6.   AWV. 
Chapter 12 
1. Goddard keeps one hand tightly on Gillian’s shoulder.  When she tried to get away, he grabbed her and threatened her 

with the stick.  He is hurt and exhausted, incensed and frustrated.  He could do anything in desperation. 
2. AWV.  The heist he planned took a lot of work, planning and preparation. 
3. Gillian tells him Springfield is a lot further and rocky…too hard on his leg.  She does this so that her message to Jamie 

about Mansfield has some chance of being found and read. 
4. The trooper believes Jamie and praises him for going for help, figuring out the message, and his ability to describe 

things.  The trooper thinks Jamie would make a good detective. 
5. Gillian and Goddard are walking to Mansfield.                6.   &    7.   AWV 
Chapter 13 
1. The trooper and Jamie are searching in the police cruiser.  Jamie is tired so the trooper turns on the car blower and it 

revives Jamie.  Suddenly he sees the two of them on the side of the round.  The trooper slammed on the brakes right in 
front of Gillian and Goddard and shouts for Goddard’s arrest.  The trooper springs out of the car with his pistol drawn 
and arrests him.  Though Goddard tries to grab Gillian she springs away and runs toward the cruiser. 

2. Goddard does not resist arrest.  He is motionless with the moneybag clutched to his chest.  He pulls open the satchel 
and turns it over letting the money pour out onto the ground. 

3. AWV. 
4. Gillian thanks Jamie for being such a good reader…praise he never thought he would hear with his reading problems. 
5. AWV. 
6. They seem to have become friends with Jamie sharing his sky watching with her. 
 

****** 
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