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A PRINT AND ONLINE INTERACTIVE EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCE FOR STUDENTS.

By Kay Hive ly • I l lust rated by Bi l l ie Gofour th-Stewar t

A dark frown crossed Mrs.
Peterson’s face as she examined
Libby’s new dress. In her soft
gentle voice, she asked how the
dress was torn.

Libby stood quietly for several
seconds, deciding what to say. She
could say she had fallen down. She
could say she caught the dress on
a desk at school. She could even
say she accidentally cut it with
scissors.

Instead, she told the truth.
Mama Peterson listened as

Libby told about the fight. With all
her heart, Libby wished she had
ignored the remark about being a
dirty little orphan train kid. Telling
her new mother about the fight
was worse than hearing Jack’s
words.

When Libby finished her story,
Mama Peterson told her to go
upstairs, put on her old dress, and
leave the new dress on the hall
table.

Libby just knew that she would
be sent back to the orphanage.
All her dreams of a place at the
table were shattered. Even Sophie
looked sad.

When Libby came back
downstairs, she saw three plates
on the dining table. Well, she
thought, for at least
one more meal there
was a place for her.

In the kitchen,
Libby helped all
she could. Just as
everything was
ready for dinner,
Papa Peterson
came home.
He kissed Mrs.
Peterson and gave
Libby a hug. Libby felt
bad again. Once he found out
about her fight, Papa Peterson
probably would have no more hugs
for her.

At the dinner table Papa talked
and talked. He was excited
because Christmas was coming.
Business was good at his store,

he said. Everyone was Christmas
shopping.

Libby was glad Papa talked so
much. She was in no hurry to tell
him about the fight.

While Libby and Mama Peterson
were washing the supper dishes,
there was a knock at the front
door. Papa opened the door and
invited someone inside. Then he
called Libby’s name.

Libby and Mrs. Peterson went
into the living room where they
found Jack Kendell and a short
heavy-set man. Jack apologized
again and handed Libby a package
wrapped in bright paper. Then the
heavy-set man shook Libby’s hand.
He said he was Jack’s father. He
apologized and said his son had
learned a lesson from his mistake.

Libby thanked Mr. Kendell
for coming to see her, and she
thanked Jack for the gift.

After Jack and his father left,
Libby told Papa about her fight.
Then she asked Papa if she should
go upstairs and pack her old

clothes. Papa
only laughed
and said there
were many
things worse
than licking a
bully. He

said he was glad she stood up for
herself, but he made her promise
to never again fight on the school
grounds. He told her to learn new
ways to settle problems.

Libby promised to control her
temper, and she even promised to
make friends with Jack.

Libby could hear music, laughter
and applause coming down the
hallway. She wished very much that
she was having fun with the other
kids. She promised herself that she
would never again miss a school
Christmas program.

On Saturday morning, Libby
removed the little box from her
dresser. She took the locket out of
its little bed of cotton and opened
it up. Mama Peterson looked
beautiful in the locket and Papa
looked handsome.

As she looked at her new
parents, Libby wondered about
her real parents. She could barely
remember them. They had died
when she was only four years old.
She wished she had a picture of
them, but there were no pictures.
She would just have to remember
them in her heart.

When Libby and her new mother
got to the jewelry store, Mr. Kendell
was happy to see them.

Libby removed the little box from
her pocket and handed it to Mr.
Kendell. He took the locket out
of the box and asked what Libby
wanted etched on it.

Libby beckoned for him to lean
down so she could whisper in his
ear. Mr. Kendell told her to come
back next Saturday and it would be
ready.

One week later, Libby and her
mother returned to the jewelry
store. Libby lifted the lid off the box
and picked up the locket. On the
outside, right behind the pictures
of her new parents, Libby read the
words that meant so much to her:
“A Place at the Table.”

CHAPTER 7: A Suprise Gift

CHAPTER 8: Etched in Gold
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Things to Think About and Do:
• What do you think would have happened if Libby had told her new

mother that she tore her new dress on a desk at school? Is there ever
a time when it is okay to tell a lie?

• Draw a picture of the Christmas tree you think the Petersons will
put in their house. Decorate the tree with something that is square,
something that is a perfect circle and something that is a triangle.

Things to Think About and Do:
• What would you put in a locket that had places

for two pictures? Draw a picture of a locket
with two pictures inside.

• Why did Mama cry and Papa clear his throat
when Libby asked for their pictures? Do you
think Libby and Mama and Papa make a good
family?
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HAVE A GREAT HOLIDAY!
There will not be a NIE page for the next two weeks, but please visit our website
for online activities and additional educational material.

Healthy Holiday SnacksHealthy Holiday Snacks

S I M P L E S O L U T I O N S T O H E A L T H Y L I V I N G !

your body,
your mind

Holiday
Peppermint
Shake
Place 2 scoops of low-fat
frozen vanilla yogurt and
½ cup Meijer fat-free
milk in blender with a
few drops of red food
coloring and a few drops
of peppermint flavoring.
Blend until thick and
smooth. Pour into holiday
glass, sprinkle with red
and green sugar and
add a candy cane
“stir stick”.

Christmas Vegetable Tree
5 carrots, peeled 2 cups cauliflower, cut into small florets5 carrots, peeled 2 cups cauliflower, cut into small florets
1 red pepper 1 head green leaf lettuce1 red pepper 1 head green leaf lettuce
1 cup grape tomatoes 2 cups broccoli, cut into small florets1 cup grape tomatoes 2 cups broccoli, cut into small florets
toothpicks 18" styrofoam cone or several smaller conestoothpicks 18" styrofoam cone or several smaller cones

• Using a peeler, cut peeled carrot into long strips by running the peeler
along the side of the carrot. Repeat several times. When you have
cut to the middle of the carrot, turn the carrot over and cut trips from
the other side. Roll each carrot strip into a curl, then secure it with a
toothpick. Chill curls in ice water.

• Place red pepper on its side and use a small, sharp knife to make a cut
about 1-inch around the stem, being careful not to cut through the stem.
Grasp under the rim with your fingers and turn to loosen. Pull the stem
away from the pepper to remove core. Remove the white ribs from the
pepper. Using scissors cut the pepper into festive shapes.

• Loosely cover a Styrofoam cone with lettuce leaves, using toothpicks to
secure them.

• Insert additional toothpicks into the cone. Decorate the tree by
spearing broccoli and cauliflower florets, grape tomatoes, and
red pepper on toothpicks. Place carrot curls on the tree
with the toothpicks and hold them together.

• Serve the Christmas Vegetable Tree with extra
vegetables and a low-fat dip.
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As her parents watched, Libby
opened the package Jack had
given her. Inside was a little gold
locket. Mama Peterson showed
Libby how to open the locket where
there was a place for two pictures.

A note in the box read, “Miss
Libby, if you bring this to my
jewelry store, I will engrave
anything you like on the outside.
Mr. Kendell.”

Papa suggested Libby have
her name engraved on the locket.
Mama Peterson said she would
take Libby to the jewelry store on
Saturday to have the engraving
done. That gave Libby four days to
decide what she wanted.

Libby asked if she could have a
picture of her new parents to go
in the locket. Libby saw her new
mother wipe away a little tear and
Papa cleared his throat very loud.

When she got home from school
the next day, Libby found two little
pictures of her new parents on
the dresser in her room. They fit
perfectly in the little locket.

The next morning as Libby
walked to school, snowflakes
covered her little black cap and
her good warm coat. It really was
starting to look like Christmas.

Mrs. Murphy taught the students
how to make big snowflakes and
pretty Christmas trees. During
music time, the children began
learning Christmas carols.

On Thursday, most of the
children in Mrs. Murphy’s class
went to the auditorium to see the
Christmas program. Libby and Jack
had to stay in their room with Mrs.
Murphy, as punishment for their
fight.


