The Night Before Middle School
Teacher’s Guide
Tom Tufts

2006

Introduction

This text was written to give you a helping hand with instructional reading strategies. Hopefully, you will find something new that works in your classroom. Most of the activities can be adapted for intermediate and middle school students.  These are just suggested activities and can be reformatted to fit your students. Benchmarks have been included in the activities for grades 3 through 8.  Some science and social studies themes have been integrated into the activities. 

I originally set out to write a novel that helped kids transition from elementary to middle school. As you see, it ended up being a great deal more than that. I piloted the book at my middle school and the kids didn’t want to put it down. I then thought that while I had their attention, I’d teach them some important reading strategies. All too often they complain of boring text. I hope to alleviate that problem with this novel.  

Good Luck! 
Thomas M. Tufts
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Chapter Summaries
Chapter 1: “Fear Itself”-

Billy and Jay are introduced as they play in Billy’s backyard.  Billy admits his fear of going to middle school and Jay admits his fear of noises at night.

Chapter 2: “The Army”-


The army is introduced with its members: Susan and Timo.  Laz is mentioned.  Then, Jay has a flashback of Laz’s first day in the neighborhood.


Chapter 3: “Laz”-

The story of Laz’s first day in the neighborhood continues.  Laz is inducted into the army.

  All of the characters play a game of street hockey.  Laz is hurt when his chair turns over, but continues to play.  This foreshadows his bravery.
Chapter 4: “The Fort”-

Jason Lure is introduced as the antagonist and the leader of a group of bad kids called the “meanies” by the army.

Jason throws and hits Laz with a golf ball.  Laz picks up a ball, throws and hits a meanie.


When the golf ball was first launched, Billy had told everyone to take cover and Laz disobeyed orders.  Laz is court martialed and his punishment is to eat a lemon raw. Paradoxically, he also wins a medal for bravery in battle.


The army then decides to build a fort with scrap lumber from a construction site, as a defensive measure against the meanies’ attacks.

Chapter 5: “Constructors”-

This chapter talks about the actual building of the fort, a ladder, and a pulley system for Laz to get up in the fort.  Jay’s stepdad Bruce is introduced as a great guy.  The army goes to great lengths to build an elaborate fortress only to have it totally destroyed by the meanies during the night.

Chapter 6: “Constructors Once Again”-


The army, as well as Billy and Timo’s dads, all work together to rebuild the fort just in time for a gala Fourth of July celebration.
Chapter 7: “Lazy Days”-

The army hangs out in the fort and the characters admit individual fears to each other.  While discussing one of the recurring themes of the novel, childhood fears can be overcome, the meanies launch a surprise attack against the army.  After the attack, the army agrees that it is time to fight back.
Chapter 8: “Prepare for Battle”-

Each member of the army creates a weapon so that they are able to attack if they are attacked.  Each weapon is described in detail.  Billy steals Jay’s idea.  The first tinge of jealousy rears its head as Jay admits he likes Susie and becomes upset over her admiration of Billy’s invention.
Chapter 9: “Andrew Who?”-

Billy and Jay go fishing and meet two weird grown men at a boat ramp who tell them that they are going to be roughed up on the first day of middle school.  Billy and Jay return to the fort to hear the news that a hurricane is approaching South Florida.  The army then goes home to prepare after Jay warns them of the danger of a hurricane.
Chapter 10: “It’s Called ‘The War’”-

Middle school is only one day away and Hurricane Andrew strikes with a vengeance.  Laz and his mom and baby sister come to stay at Jay’s house because his dad is away on duty.  At 3:00am, the wind awakens Laz and Jay and the destruction begins.  Bruce’s preparations saved the family; however, he is cut by flying glass.  Laz puts a towel and gauze on the wound stopping the bleeding.  They take a closet door and nail it over the broken window to stop the rain from blowing in.
Chapter 11: “Devastation”-

The characters, Laz and Jay, go outside after the storm to witness the total destruction of the neighborhood.  They find that Bruce’s preparations had allowed their house to be the only one in the neighborhood relatively undamaged or destroyed.  The boys want to check on the army, but Bruce says no.  Jay disobeys his order and goes.  Laz pleads with him not to go.  Jay leaves and Laz is right behind him in an act of unparalleled friendship.
Chapter 12: “Let’s Go for a Walk”-


As the two boys make their way through piles of debris, they hear a plea for help coming from under a pile of wood, aluminum, and a downed tree.  They fight their way through the pile to find a teenager who has been severely injured at the bottom of the pile.  Jay feels for a pulse and the boy doesn’t have one.  Laz screams to start CPR on the victim as he coaches Jay on how to do it.  As Jay works on the victim, he realizes it is his arch enemy, Jason Lure.  Paramedics finally arrive and find Jason has a pulse.  Jay and Laz have saved Jason’s life.  The boys return home to be met by a furious Bruce until he finds out what the two had done.
Chapter 13: “Broken Lives”-


Tent cities for the homeless have popped up everywhere around Homestead.  A reporter comes to interview Bruce about what he did to prepare for the hurricane because his house was one of the few that were spared by Andrew.  Billy, Susie, and Timo’s houses were totally destroyed.  Fort Nacho also was blown away.  All the weapons of the fort are destroyed by the ultimate weapon of weather, the hurricane.  There is a subtle irony in this.  Laz and Jay look for the army and find Susie at the tent city where she is staying.  Susie tells the boys that her dad was hurt and is in the hospital where Jason Lure was also a patient.  Jay invites Susie over to his house for a hot cooked meal since she has been eating cereal for days in the tent city.
Chapter 14: “What’s Cooking”-


Susie comes to Jay’s house to eat.  At the table, Laz’s mom tells all that they are moving to Atlanta.  Jay finds out that he and Susie will be attending middle school in Kendall, Florida. After dinner, Bruce, Laz, Jay and Susie get in the car to drive to the hospital to visit Jason Lure and Susie’s dad.
Chapter 15: “Surprise!”-

Jay asks Susie out only to find out she’s going out with Billy.  Jay becomes angry, but lets it drop for fear of making Susie mad.  Jay resolves to win Susie’s heart no matter what.  They all arrive at the hospital to find out Jason is in intensive care having just come out of surgery.  The receptionist tells Bruce that Jason will fully recover.  Bruce tells the three the news that Jason will recover and Susie goes upstairs to see her dad.  Bruce, Jay, and Laz start towards the car in the parking lot where they are met by Jason Lure’s mother.  She thanks the boys for saving her son’s life and invites them to their house when Jason comes home.  Bruce takes Susie home.  Jay tells her he will see her on the first morning of school at the bus stop.
Chapter 16: “See Ya!”-


Laz and Jay stay up late talking about one of the stories themes, dealing with the many changes that life brings.  Jay thinks how grateful he is to know Laz.  Sadly, Jay and Bruce take Laz and family to the airport in the morning. They all say goodbye and Jay asks to quickly leave after the farewells.  When they get home, Jay goes to his room to read.  This is the night before middle school for Jay and it turns out to be a long one.
Chapter 17: “Middle School Rules!”-


In the final chapter, Jay goes to the bus stop the next morning only to find out that Susie’s family has moved to Fort Myers, Florida, where she will be attending another middle school.  Jay gets on the bus, arrives at school, gets his schedule and gets lost.  In an ironic twist, he is rescued by Jason Lure who leads him to his first period class and invites him to eat lunch at his table.  They agree to meet at lunch and Jason tells Jay that he will introduce him to his seventh and eighth grade friends during lunch.  The day passes quickly without any of the fears ever happening.  Jay goes home to recap his day to his mom.  He tells her that Susie has moved to Ft. Myers.  He then goes to his room to think about his day.  His mom knocks at his door to tell him that Bruce has an aunt who lives on the west coast of Florida.  She tells Jay that he might like to visit her especially in the summer.  Jay asks what city she lives in and his mom answers “Ft. Myers.”  To be continued!!!

Chapter 1: “Fear Itself” and Chapter 2: “The Army” Activities
Predictions:

Before reading the first chapter, have the students think about the title.  Allow the students to make predictions on what the book is about and events that take place in the book.  The students should write their predictions so they can be revisited at a later time.  Students can pair up to share their predictions.  Revisit the predictions throughout the book to confirm or adjust them.  LA.A.1.2.2, 1.3.2, 1.3.1
Questioning:

Create a chart to display the students’ questions about the text before, during and after reading.  The chart can be for each chapter or groups of chapters.  This activity can be done in whole group, small group, or individually as the students read.  Before starting to read chapter 1, have the students think about the title.  Allow the students to write down any questions they might be thinking.  For small group or whole group lessons, allow the students to write their questions on post-it notes and place them on a group chart.  Individual students can have a copy of the chart to write in their questions.  Review the questions.  
Then read or have the students read chapter 1.  The students can write down questions they have while they are reading.  These questions will be placed in the second column.  Have the students stop periodically to see if they have answered any of their questions.  

After finishing the chapter or chapters, again, have the students record any questions.  Review the questions to see if you now know the answers.  Questions can usually be answered from three places; the text, other sources, or the students’ own mind.  The questions can be sorted into these three groups.  Some questions that can not be answered by the text can be answered by researching reference books or the internet.  Others do not have an immediate answer and require the student to infer the answer using their previous knowledge and schema.

The questioning activity makes students think about the text as they are reading and activates any prior knowledge they might have.  It is a great comprehension builder and can be taken further.  Students can research the answers to questions and write or report back to the other students.  LA.A.1.2.2, 1.3.1, 1.3.2
Characters:


Chapter 2 begins to discuss the characters in the book.  Have the students illustrate the characters.  The students can use the information in the text and their own mental images to draw what they think the characters look like.  In this activity, the students are recalling and locating information in the text and are creating mental images.  LA.E 1.2.3, 1.3.2
Social Studies Integration:


In chapter 2, Laz’s family moves into the neighborhood.  People move for many reasons.  Have the students speculate as to why Laz’s parents moved into the neighborhood.  

Writing Activities –


In the beginning of the story, Jay and Billy are discussing fears.  Think about a fear that you had or still have.  Explain what your fear is and why you are afraid of it.

Billy is afraid of starting a new school and a new grade.  Think about a time you started a new grade or a new school.  Tell about your experience and what you were afraid of.


Jay describes the day Laz moved into the neighborhood.  Think about a time a new neighbor moved into your neighborhood.  Tell about your new neighbor and the day he or she moved in.

LA.B.1.2.1, 1.3.1, 2.2.1, 2.3.1, 2.2.3, 2.3.3, 2.2.6, 2.3.6

Questioning Chart
	Before I read, I am wondering…
	While I read, I am  wondering…
	After I read, I am    wondering…

	
	
	


Chapter 3: “Laz” Activities

The Mind’s Eye Activity-


To aid in descriptive writing and to enhance students’ ability to comprehend text, have the students envision the house, apartment, or what ever is directly across from where they live.  Explain to students that we all have a mind’s eye.  That is we can see things in our head as we think about them.  Seeing these mental images enables a person to better understand what he or she is reading and provides more enjoyment than simply just reading words.  This is why it is always helpful to display pictures of the setting of the story and scenes from the story to assist students in forming these mental images.  We must remember that many of our urban students have not traveled our country and lack prior knowledge of the scenery that is used in many fictional stories.  This is a major reason why I set my novel in South Florida, so the students are better able to bring up images with which they are familiar.
Mental Images -


Good readers create mental images while they are reading.  It is important for students to “see” the story in their head.  When students create mental images they are thinking about the text, which increases comprehension.  Tell the students that mental images are like movies going on in their head.  It is often necessary to model creating mental images with students.  Having the students draw a picture while listening to music or a story read aloud is a great way to introduce mental images.  


After having the students read the chapter or sections of text, ask them to draw the mental image they had.  Since everyone has a different image and not all sections of text inspire mental images, ask the students to summarize the section of text they created the mental image for.  The following worksheet contains space for the students to summarize the text and draw their mental image.  This activity can be used throughout the text.
Comparison-


The first chapters describe Jay’s friends.  Have the students think about their best friend.  Have the students compare their best friend to one of Jay’s friends.  Be sure to include traits, physical appearance, and actions.  LA.A.2.2.7, 2.3.7
Writing Activities-


Jay and his friends play a game of street hockey.  Describe a game you like to play with your friends.  How do you play? Why do you like to play this game?


In chapter 3, Laz is described in more detail.  Think about your best friend.  Tell about your best friend and why he or she is your best friend.


One of the themes of this story is the importance of friendship in a person’s life.  Explain how you benefit from having a great friend.  When students ask the proverbial question, “How long does this have to be?”, tell them that Abraham Lincoln was once asked, “How long do a man’s legs have to be?”.  He replied, “Just long enough to reach the ground.” 
LA.B.1.2.1, 1.3.1, 2.2.1, 2.3.1, 2.2.3, 2.3.3, 2.2.6, 2.3.6

Name:  __________________________
     Date: ____________

Mental Images

When I read about this in the story: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I see…

Chapter 4: “The Fort” Activities

Sequencing-
Sequencing is an important reading comprehension skill.  This activity is a fun way to engage the students and develop their understanding of the story.  The activity incorporates mental images as well.  After reading the chapter, tell the students that they are going to be cartoon illustrators.  It will be helpful to have some examples of cartoons from the newspaper to show the students the features of a cartoon.  Fold a piece of paper in half lengthwise, then in half widthwise and then again widthwise.  This will create eight boxes.  Have the students go through the chapter and pick out an event or events to sequence.  The students will draw what happens in the boxes in order.  The students can add speech bubbles with important phrases.  After developing the cartoon, the students can retell that event using their cartoon.  
For example, the golf ball fight lends itself easily to cartoon depiction.  Students can choose which events in the fight and the events that followed to sequence in the eight boxes.  Of course, some students are more apt at drawing than others.  It is acceptable for students to draw stick figures.  The goal of this activity is to correctly sequence the events of a story.  As a reinforcing activity, ask the students to cut out the cartoon frames.  Have the students switch their frames with a partner or in groups.  The students will then have to reorder the cartoon frames.  Once the frames are reordered the students should ask the original cartoonist to approve the sequence.  Then the cartoons can be affixed to stiff paper and signed by the original creator.  The original creator can write his/her description of the event beneath the cartoon.  These can then be displayed around the classroom.  This activity can be repeated throughout the novel.  LA.A.2.2.7, 2.3.7
Social Studies Integration-

Jay and his friends walked from Billy’s house, across the golf course to the construction site.  Have the students create a map of the area.  Include the important places, symbols, and a legend.  Let the students be original in creating their maps by adding roads, house, and other items that are not mentioned in the story.  Then ask the students to chart the best way for the army to reach the construction site.  The students can write directions on how to get to the construction site from Billy’s house.  This activity can be extended to include directions to and from anywhere on the map.  Groups of students can try to follow the directions to be sure they are correct. 
Writing Activities-

Write a make-believe letter to the foreman of a construction company asking for a donation of materials to build a fort.  Explain what you need and why.  Be convincing.  


Research the topic of forts on the internet.  Describe your favorite fort.  What is it that you like about this fort?
LA.B.1.2.1, 1.3.1, 2.2.1, 2.3.1, 2.2.3, 2.3.3, 2.2.6, 2.3.6
Chapter 5 “Constructors” Activities

Fort Construction-


This is a creative, hands-on activity for the students.  Have the students individually or in groups draw a plan for a fort.  Then let the students use concrete materials to build the fort.  The students can build their model fort in a constructed tree or on posts.  Some common materials to use for the construction of the fort are toothpicks, Popsicle sticks, Styrofoam, or sugar cubes.  LA.A.2.2.5, 2.3.5
Brainstorming-


Have the students work in groups to brainstorm different ways to get Laz into the fort.  Then the groups can decide on one idea and describe the idea.  The group can also diagram it.  LA.C.1.2.3, 1.3.3
Trait Mates-


Character traits and inferring characters’ feelings are ways the students can analyze the characters in a story.  Trait Mates is a group activity for the students to create the characters in the story.  Each group will be assigned a character in the story.  Try to stick with the main characters.  It is harder for the students to determine traits of the characters that do not play a major role in the story.  The group will build a character from paper using their traits.  The students will draw and cut out a head, arms, legs and a body for the character.  On the arms and legs, the students will write one trait of the character.  For example, if the group was assigned Laz, they could write “brave” on one arm and “is in a wheelchair” on the other.  On the head, the students have to infer how the character might feel in a given situation.  In this chapter, have the students infer how the character feels when he or she learns that the fort was destroyed.  The students can add personal details to the characters like hair and clothes.  Then the students can put the character together using brads or glue.  

This activity can be modified in many ways.  The students can write character actions on the arms and legs, character feelings on the body, and infer what the character might think on the head.  Another variation is to provide the students with the body parts with all the traits written on them for the main characters.  Then ask the students to match the trait body parts to create the character.  LA.E.1.2.3, 1.3.2
Writing Activities-


In this chapter, the army builds a tree fort.  Think about a time when you built something.  Write about what you built and the experience of building it.


Describe the fort from one of the Meanies’ point of view.


The army works together to build the fort.  Each member has a job.  Write about a time you worked on a team and what was your job.

LA.B.1.2.1, 1.3.1, 2.2.1, 2.3.1, 2.2.3, 2.3.3, 2.2.6, 2.3.6
Chapter 6 “Constructors Once Again” Activities

Comparison-


Ask the students to reread the section of the chapter that describes the Fourth of July celebration.  Then have the students think about their own celebrations on the Fourth of July.  Using a Venn diagram, have the students compare how they celebrate the Fourth of July with the celebration of the characters.  LA.E.1.2.3, 1.3.2, LA.A.2.2.7, 2.3.7
Sensory Chart-


When students use their senses in writing, it creates a more descriptive story.  The students should also use their senses when creating mental images.  Tell the students to close their eyes and think of the best Fourth of July celebration they ever had.  Ask them what it sounded like, what it smelled like, what it looked like, what it felt like, and what they tasted.  Then have the students complete the following sensory chart about their experience during the celebration.  They can add what they tasted on the back of the chart.  The students can use their charts to create a descriptive writing about the experience.  LA.A.2.2.5, 2.3.5
Social Studies Integration-


The Fourth of July is also called Independence Day.  It celebrates America’s independence from England.  Many other countries have similar holidays celebrating their independence.  Assign groups to research similar celebrations in other countries or study the independence celebration of one other country as a class.  Have the students complete a Venn diagram comparing the similar holidays.

Writing Activities-


The characters have a big party to celebrate the Fourth of July.  Tell about a party you had or attended.

LA.B.1.2.1, 1.3.1, 2.2.1, 2.3.1, 2.2.3, 2.3.3, 2.2.6, 2.3.6


Name: __________________________________________

Date:  ____________________

Senses Chart
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Chapter 7 “Lazy Days” Activities

Connections-


Before the students read the chapter, explain to them that often things you read remind you of other things that might have happened to you, you read before, or you saw or heard about.  When something reminds you of something else, it is a connection.  There are three types of connections students can make.  Students can make a connection from the text they are reading to their own life.  This is called a text to self connection.  Often something the students read reminds them of another story they read.  This is called a text to text connection.  When students read something and it reminds them of something they saw on TV or someone else told them, it is a text to world connection.  Ask the students while they are reading to pay attention to these connections.  
You might have to model a few of your own connections first.  Give the students a copy of the connections sheet to fill out when they make a connection.  The sheet includes a space for the students to write the title of the text they are reading, a summary of the text that reminded them, and the connection they made (what it reminded them of).  There is also a line for them to circle which kind of connection they made.  When students make connections, they are relating the text to their schema, which improves comprehension.  LA.E.2.2.3, 2.3.2
Comparison-


The characters are discussing their fears about going to a new school and starting a new grade.  Ask the students to list the fears they had before starting middle school.  If you work with elementary students, have the students list their fears of starting a new grade.  Have the students use a Venn diagram to compare their fears with the fears of the characters.  In addition, this activity can be done with a before and after chart.  The students can compare the fears they had before going to middle school or starting a new grade to the fears they had after their first day.  Often, student fears do not come to term and the students create new fears.  LA.A.2.2.7, 2.3.7, LA.E.2.2.3, 2.3.2
Writing Activities-


The characters are discussing their fears.  What are you afraid of?  Write about your biggest fear.


Jay likes to go the lookout tower in the fort to think.  Think about where you like to go to think.  Describe your special thinking place and why it is so special.

LA.B.1.2.1, 1.3.1, 2.2.1, 2.3.1, 2.2.3, 2.3.3, 2.2.6, 2.3.6
Name: _________________________ 
Date: _________

Connections

Title of the text I am reading:   ________________________________________________

When I read about this

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I have a       text to self       text to text  
     text to world 

connection. (circle one)
It reminds me of

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Chapter 8 “Prepare for Battle” Activities
Questioning-


Chapter 8 includes descriptions of items the army makes to defend themselves against the meanies.  There is a lot of descriptions and technical text.  This would be a good chapter to revisit the questioning strategy suggested for chapters 1 and 2.  LA.A.1.2.2, 1.3.1, 1.3.2
Inferring-


We learn in chapter 8 that Jay likes Susie.  The author informs us of Jay’s feelings and thoughts about Susie.  Yet, we do not know how Susie feels or what she thinks about Jay.  Ask the students to infer or guess how Susie might feel and what she thinks about Jay.  There is no right or wrong answer.  Have the students write what Susie might write in her diary about that day and Jay.  The students should include her thoughts and feelings.  LA.E.1.2.3, 1.3.2
Character Comparison-


Have the students think about their favorite character from the story.  Ask the students to think about how they are similar to and different from the character they picked.  Next, give each student a character comparison chart to fill out.  The chart will help the students compare themselves to a character.  LA.E.2.2.3, 2.3.2, LA.A.2.2.7, 2.3.7, LA.E.1.2.3, 1.3.2
Writing Activities-

Look up the words offense and defense.  Explain the definition of each word and the difference between the two words.

Pretend that you are a meanie.  What might you do to avoid being coned, splattered with mud or showered with marbles?  Explain what you would do.

Billy stole Jay’s idea of the tennis ball launcher for his marble launcher.  Has anyone ever stolen your idea?  Write about how you felt or might feel if a friend stole your idea.

LA.B.1.2.1, 1.3.1, 2.2.1, 2.3.1, 2.2.3, 2.3.3, 2.2.6, 2.3.6
Name: ________________________________________
Date:  ________________________

Character Comparison



Chapter 9 “Andrew Who”, Chapter 10 “It’s Called the War”, and Chapter 11 “Devastation” Activities

Since chapters 9, 10, and 11 all deal with Hurricane Andrew, I have combined the activities for these chapters.  The activities can be used between the chapters or at the end of all three.  I have found that these chapters are intense and students do not want to stop between them.

Activate Prior Knowledge-


Students comprehend text better if they are already thinking about it before they read.  Thus, activating prior knowledge is a great strategy for comprehension.  Before reading the chapters, activate the students’ prior knowledge of hurricanes.  Complete a K, W, L chart with the class.  Have the students write down what they already know about hurricanes on post-it notes and place them on the chart.  Then have the students write down what they want to know about hurricanes.  The students can link it to the book, like in the questioning activity.  The students can write what they want to know about the hurricane in the book.  After reading the chapters, have students return to the chart with post-its of what they learned.  LA.A.1.2.2, 1.3.1, 1.3.2
Questioning-


Repeat the questioning activity suggested in chapters 1 and 2 for these chapters.  The students will have lots of questions about what will happen during the hurricane.  LA.A.1.2.2, 1.3.1, 1.3.2
Sensory Chart-


Chapters 10 and 11 focus on the striking of Hurricane Andrew in Homestead, Florida.  The chapters are very descriptive of the experience for Jay and Laz.  Have the students complete a sensory chart based on what the text describes.  If any of your students have been through a hurricane, have them complete a sensory chart on their experiences.  The students can compare their experiences with that of the characters.
LA.A.2.2.5, 2.3.5
Connections-


If any of your students have experienced a hurricane, these are excellent chapters for connections.  Repeat the connections activity listed in the activities for chapter 7.  Most of the connections may be text to self.  LA.E.2.2.3, 2.3.2
Mental Images-


This is also a good place to review mental images.  The text lends itself to creating mental images.  The students may also use their schema of hurricanes to create these images.  

Illustrations-


Similar to creating mental images, this activity involves drawing.  After the students read the chapters or just chapter 11, reread the chapter to the students.  Ask them to be the illustrators for that chapter.  Have them draw pictures that accompany the text.  

Science Integration-


Talk about hurricanes with the class.  Assign groups of students to research and report back to the class about aspects of hurricanes.  Topics could include how they form, when they strike, the naming, the categories, etc.

Writing Activities-


It is important to make preparations before a hurricane.  Persuade a friend to prepare for a hurricane.  Explain what they need to do and why.


When Jay is nailing the door to the window, he says it only seemed like a minute, even though it was much longer.  Think about a time when time seemed to fly by for you.  Tell about it.

Think about how Laz must have felt during the hurricane.  Pretend you are Laz writing a letter to his father about the hurricane.  Remember to use Laz’s point of view.  LA.B.1.2.1, 1.3.1, 2.2.1, 2.3.1, 2.2.3, 2.3.3, 2.2.6, 2.3.6

Chapter 12 “Let’s Go for a Walk” Activities
Predictions-


Before reading the chapter, get the students thinking about the story.  Have the students write down their predictions of what might happen during Jay and Laz’s walk.  Be sure to revisit the predictions after reading to adjust or confirm them.  LA.A.1.2.2, 1.3.2, 1.3.1
Sensory Chart-


After reading chapter 12, have the students complete a sensory chart for Jay and Laz’s walk in the neighborhood.  Let the students infer things that are not mentioned in the story.  LA.A.2.2.5, 2.3.5
Character Analysis-


By now, the students should be familiar with the main characters.  The students should be making inferences about the characters and have their own opinions about them.  This activity asks the students to infer a trait of one of the characters and justify their opinion with details from the story.  For example, a student could write: I think Laz is brave.  I think this because he went up in the tree even though he was scared and he followed Jay through the destruction.  The character analysis sheet provides the template for the students to fill out.  As a follow-up activity, the students could write about a character and use their analysis as a framework for their writing.  LA.E.1.2.3, 1.3.2
Writing Activities-


If you have experienced a hurricane, describe what you saw when you first went outside after the storm had passed.


After a hurricane there are many dangers outside.  Persuade a friend not to go outside immediately after a hurricane.

Jay and Laz performed CPR on Jason.  Explain why it is important for people to learn how to perform CPR.
LA.B.1.2.1, 1.3.1, 2.2.1, 2.3.1, 2.2.3, 2.3.3, 2.2.6, 2.3.6
Name: _____________________________
  Date: ____________
Character Analysis

Fill in the blanks.

I think ____________________ is _______________________.  



Character



        
   Trait
I think this because …. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Examples from the text – thoughts, actions or comments

Chapter 13 “Broken Lives” Activities
Visualize and Construct-


In this chapter, Jay learns that Susie is living in a tent city.  Explain to the students what a tent city is.  Then have the students visualize
what a tent city might look like.  As a group activity, have the students create a tent city using concrete materials.  Students could use tortillas and pretzels, paper, tissue, Popsicle sticks, or toothpicks.  
Vocabulary-

In chapter 12 as well as the rest of the book, there may be some words that the students do not know.  Give the students a few vocabulary maps while they are reading in case they come upon a word they do not know.  The vocabulary map is a fun systematic way to learn new words.  The students place the word in the middle.  Then they use context clues to guess what the word might mean.  This goes in the top, left box.  Next, the student looks up the word and writes a brief definition in the top, right box.  Now the student has to take ownership of the word and figure out how the word fits into their vocabulary.  To do this, the student must think of how they can use the word in one of his/her own sentences.  This goes in the bottom, left box.  Finally, the student needs to draw a visual reminder of the word in the bottom, right box.  This vocabulary activity can be used in any chapter.  LA.A.1.2.3, 1.3.3
Interview-


Bruce is interviewed by a reporter about the house in this chapter.  Discuss with the students what an interview is.  Pair the students up to interview each other.  If most of your students have experienced a hurricane, have them pretend that they are a reporter and ask questions about that.  If not, you can have them ask other questions.  You can either supply the interview questions or let the students generate them.  Remember, a good reporter always includes the who, what, when, where, why and how questions in the interview.  You may want to practice this activity first by bringing in newspaper articles and having your students find and underline the who, what, where, when, why and how in the article.  LA.A.2.2.5, 2.3.5
Writing Activity-


This activity is like a reader’s theater, but it incorporates writing.  Review plays with the class before you begin this activity.  Assign 5 students to a group.  Pretend you are play writers.  This is the last act of your play.  The five main characters of your play are splitting up and going separate ways.  Open the scene with the characters in a room about to say goodbye.  Write the dialogue.  Then assign parts and perform the play.
LA.B.1.2.1, 1.3.1, 2.2.1, 2.3.1, 2.2.3, 2.3.3, 2.2.6, 2.3.6
Name:  _____________________________________


Date:  _____________________

Vocabulary Map


This is what I think the word means based on the text.


I looked the word up and this is what it means.


This is how I can use this word.







This is what I think the word looks like.

Chapter 14 “What’s Cooking?” Activities

Inferring-


Inferring is a great comprehension skill for students to master.  The FCAT at all levels contains many inference questions.  Often on diagnostics, students indicate a weakness in inference.  It is imperative that the classroom teacher provide inference activities to remediate these weaknesses. In this chapter, Jay is excited to have Susie come over for dinner.  We can infer this by his actions (He doesn’t sleep the night before.) and thoughts.  Have the students think about Susie’s actions and thoughts.  Then ask the students to infer or draw a conclusion about Susie’s feelings based on her actions and thoughts.  The students can practice inferring the other character’s feelings as well.  


Inferring can also be used for motives.  The author doesn’t state what Jay’s motives are for inviting Susie to dinner.  Based on his actions and thoughts, have the students infer his motive for inviting her.  LA.E.1.2.3, 1.3.2
Planning-

Bruce planned his house to survive a hurricane and it did.  Students who plan before they write score higher on writing test than those who do not.  Preparation is a very important part of living a successful life.  This planning activity involves sequencing and logical thought.  This exercise is designed to emphasis to students the importance of preplanning and to foster logical thinking.   In this activity the students will be preparing for a dinner party.  In order to have a successful dinner party, the students must plan the events in a logical order without leaving out steps.  There are seventeen steps listed for the planning and implementation of a dinner party.  The steps are not in order.  Have the students read the step and decide the correct order.  Then the students will write the steps in logical order of their occurrence from first to last.  Answers for this will vary and should be discussed at length after the exercise.  Students should be allowed to debate their reasoning as to the arrangement of the steps.  Cultural differences can also be discussed.
LA.A.2.2.1, 2.3.1
Writing Activities-


Tell about a time when you had a friend or relatives come over to your house for dinner.  

Persuade your parent or guardian to allow you to have 6 friends over for a dinner party.

Pretend you are hosting a dinner party.  Explain what you need to do to prepare.  You some of the steps for the party planner activity.  Remember your transitional words.

LA.B.1.2.1, 1.3.1, 2.2.1, 2.3.1, 2.2.3, 2.3.3, 2.2.6, 2.3.6
Name:  __________________________________

Date: _____________
Party Planner

Pretend you are having a dinner party.  Put the following steps in the correct order.

Prepare a menu of what you will serve

Cook and prepare the food

Write invitations with directions

Talk with guests 

Decide who to invite



Set the table

Serve dessert

Ask for permission to have a party

Say goodbye to the guests

Greet guests as they arrive


Serve the food
Wash the dishes

Set the date and the time



Send the invitations 

Purchase the food and supplies


Clean the table
Eat
1. ________________________________________________________

2. ________________________________________________________

3. ________________________________________________________

4. ________________________________________________________

5. ________________________________________________________

6. ________________________________________________________

7. ________________________________________________________

8. ________________________________________________________

9. ________________________________________________________

10. ________________________________________________________

11. ________________________________________________________

12. ________________________________________________________

13. ________________________________________________________

14. ________________________________________________________

15. ________________________________________________________

16. ________________________________________________________

17. _________________________________________________________
Chapter 15 “Surprise!” Activities
Predictions-

Before reading the chapter, have students make predictions about what will happen.  Have the students think about the title of the chapter while making their predictions.  LA.A.1.2.2, 1.3.1, 1.3.2
Tone-

Tone is an important part of a student’s understanding of the story’s plot.  In this chapter, Jay exhibits a certain tone when he finds out that Susie is going out with Billy.  The author portrays tone through the actions and words of the character.  Ask your students to research tone words on the internet to find a list.  Print the list and have the students return to the novel to find scenes where different tones are conveyed.  LA.E.2.3.1
Create a Tone-


Using the list of tone words, have the students create a scene at their house where their mother exhibits a certain tone in a discussion with the student.  Remind the students to make this scene as realistic as possible.  Some of the scenes should be funny.  Ask students to share their scenes with the class by reading them aloud.  By relating tone to a real-life situation, you will enable your students to fully comprehend tone.  I have found in over 30 years as a Language Arts teacher that seventh-grade students often have difficulty understanding tone.  Since I have begun to use this activity, students are doing much better with grasping this concept.  LA.E.2.3.1
Writing Activities-

When Jay found out in the story that Susie liked Billy and not him, he showed determination in his words to make Susie his.  In a similar situation, explain what you would do to deal with this problem in a thoughtful, positive manner.  Pretend the person you like and thought liked you likes someone else.

LA.B.1.2.1, 1.3.1, 2.2.1, 2.3.1, 2.2.3, 2.3.3, 2.2.6, 2.3.6

Using the Cause, Effect, Consequence, Result, Solution chart, create a narrative story from the following cause.  Jason Lure is going to fully recover.  Before you read the final chapters, fill in this chart.  Use each one of the sentences in the chart as a topic sentence and create narrative story.  After you write your story, compare your story to the end of the novel.  Save this story for future use at the end of the novel.  


An example of how the chart works follows.



Cause – You didn’t do your homework.



Effect – You received a zero for the assignment



Consequence – Your B dropped to a C.

Result – You were grounded after your mother had a parent conference with the teacher.



Solution – You will always do your homework.

LA.E.2.2.1, 2.3.1
Name:  ___________________________________________

Date:  _____________________
Cause, Effect, Consequence, Result, Solution Chart

	Cause

→
	Effect

→
	Consequence

→
	Result

→
	Solution



	
	
	
	
	


Chapter 16 “See Ya!” Activities
Mood-

 
Mood enables the reader to feel the emotions portrayed by the author.  In a work of art colors are used by the artist to convey the mood of a scene.  In the same way the artist uses colors, the author’s choice of words creates the mood of the scene.  It is important for your students to fully understand the meaning of mood in literature and be able to point of a certain mood for a particular scene in the story.  After reading this chapter, have your students research a list of mood words and choose the ones that correctly convey the mood in chapter 15 as Laz departs for Atlanta.  You may want to, at this time, have students refer to other parts of the novel to identify the moods created.  LA.E.1.3.4
Character Comparison-


Jay and Laz are main characters in the novel.  The author has given the readers plenty of information about them.  Use the information on the two characters gathered throughout the novel to compare them.  Use the character comparison Venn diagram.  LA.E.1.2.3, 1.3.2, LA.A.2.2.7, 2.3.7
Social Studies Integration-

Laz is flying with his family to Atlanta, Georgia.  Atlanta is the capitol of Georgia.  Assign students to groups to research Atlanta.  The topics the students can research include Atlanta’s location, why Atlanta is located there, the industry of Atlanta, and major attractions in Atlanta.  On a map, have the students locate the Air Force base that Laz’s dad was stationed at.  Try to determine the distance from Homestead Air Force Base to the one near Atlanta.

Writing Activities-


Families move all the time.  Have you ever had a friend move away?  Tell about how you felt and what you did to stay in contact.

LA.B.1.2.1, 1.3.1, 2.2.1, 2.3.1, 2.2.3, 2.3.3, 2.2.6, 2.3.6
Name: ________________________________________
Date:  ________________________

Character Comparison



Chapter 17 “Middle School Rules!” Activities
Play on Words-


Have the students discuss the double meaning pun of the title of this chapter.  

Main Idea-


The main idea of a chapter is sometimes stated in the title.  It is always wise to look at the title of a story or an article for clues that lead to the main idea.  Often, students overlook the title in the search for the main idea.  Subtitles are equally as helpful in a non-fictional expository article, but that is another story.  However, the main idea is much more than just the title.  It is the one sentence that sums up the entire story.  Think of it as a newspaper headline.  Ask your students to be newspaper reporters and write a headline for a newspaper that would fit this chapter.  Then ask the students to write another title for this chapter.  To reinforce this lesson, have the students revisit the other chapters in the novel and rewrite the titles.  The FCAT test may ask them to rewrite titles by choosing an alternative title.  LA.A.2.2.1, 2.3.1
Themes-


Fictional stories or novels sometimes have many themes, or lessons about life the author wants to convey to the reader.  There is always one predominant theme.  Have students list the themes of the novel and the predominant theme and discuss each.  Ask the students to tell how the theme was developed.  This is usually done through the characters’ actions, thoughts, and comments.  LA.A.2.2.1, 2.3.1
Infer-


We learn that Susie has left Homestead without saying goodbye to Jay.  We can infer that Jay is upset by this from his actions.  Have the students infer how Susie might feel about having to leave without saying goodbye.  Tell the students to imagine that they are Susie getting ready to leave and write a note for Maria to give to Jay.  
End of the Novel Activities

Sequel Prediction-

Ask the students to think about what they would like to happen in a sequel to this novel.  Have the students predict what part Laz would play in the sequel.  Would he return as the supportive friend of Jay or as the main character?  The students can create an outline of events that might happen in the sequel.  LA.A.1.2.2, 1.3.1, 1.3.2
Word Storm-


Word storm is an exciting board game developed to enhance the students’ vocabulary.  The instructions and objective of the game follow.  The vocabulary for the game is based on the novel, but the game can be played with any vocabulary words.  Teachers can make new vocabulary cards to reinforce words being taught in the context of class.  

LA.A.1.2.3, 1.3.3
Questioning-


The students should have practiced questioning at some point in the novel.  At the end of the novel, the students should go back and try to answer some of the questions they had before.  Students might find that they now have some new questions.  LA.A.1.2.2, 1.3.1, 1.3.2
Predictions-


After finishing the novel, have students review their predictions.  Can most of the predictions be confirmed or do they need to be adjusted?  LA.A.1.2.2, 1.3.1, 1.3.2
Point of View-


Let the students choose a chapter or event to retell from a different character’s point of view.  The students should share their revisions without telling the class whose point of view it is and let the other students guess.  LA.E.1.2.3, 1.3.2
Conflicts-


It is extremely important to discuss conflicts in a story at this time with your students.  Write on your board the various kinds of literary conflicts that exist in literature. Put "literary conflict" in a search engine if you wish if you are in need of help here. I have used both internal and external conflicts in this novel. Ask your students if there are any external conflicts in the novel. Discuss this with your class. Explain internal conflict to the class. Use examples from well-know stories. Now ask if there are internal conflicts as well. Discuss other possible internal conflicts in the novel with your students. Have students divide a piece of paper with a line and title each half of the paper internal conflict and external conflict. Then, list the conflicts under each. You may wish to simply model one internal and one external and allow them time in groups or individually to come up with other conflicts.
 
After you complete your chart, have students explain how each of the conflicts was resolved. I purposely did not resolve Jay's struggle to win Susie for a specific reason. Have your class explain why I left that 
particular conflict, "Open Ended." The conflicts that are resolved are 
called, "Closed Conflicts." This activity will give them help with 
comprehension. Ask the students why authors use conflicts in a story. Would a story without a conflict be of interest to a reader?
LA.E.1.2.2, 1.3.2
Word Storm

Players:  2 – 4

Objective:


The objective of this game is to start at the Eye and move through the hurricane by answering vocabulary questions correctly to be the first player to get to the Blue Sky.
Setup:  


Place the Vocabulary cards in numerical order face down on the corresponding space on the board.  Do the same with the Answer cards.  The words should be facing up on the answer cards.  The Vocabulary and Answer cards should be in the same order.  Place the Unlikely Radio Broadcast cards face down on the corresponding space.  

How to Play:


Each player places a game piece on the Eye.  The player with the birthday closest to the start of hurricane season (June 1st) goes first.  Then play continues to the right.  


To move your game piece, the player must draw a Vocabulary card.  The player reads the card aloud and answers the question.  The player to the left of the player who is reading the Vocabulary card will draw the corresponding Answer card.  This player will check to see if the other player is correct.  If the answer is correct, the player can then roll the dice and move the rolled number of spaces.  If the answer is incorrect, the play moves to the player to the right.  When a player is done with the Vocabulary card and the Answer card, it must be returned to the bottom of the deck.  Repeat this procedure for each player.

Unlikely Radio Broadcasts:


If a player lands on a space that says Unlikely Radio Broadcast, the player must take an Unlikely Radio Broadcast card.  The player has to read the card aloud and follow what the card says.  These cards can have good and bad outcomes.  The player will either be told to go back, move forward, or switch places with another player.
Sun:


During hurricanes, you like to be able to see the sun.  If a player lands on a Sun space, the player has to move forward 2 spaces.

Clouds:


Clouds are an unwelcome sight during a hurricane.  If a player lands on a Cloud space, the player must go back 3 spaces.

Fly to the Eye:


If a player lands on the Fly to the Eye space (the plane), the player must go back to the Eye and continue from there.

Tips:


It is helpful to listen to the other players’ cards.  Try to remember all the vocabulary words and the answers.  You will play through the cards.  By remembering the answers, you will be able to move quickly to the end of the game.  

Winning:


The first player to the reach Blue Sky wins.  Blue Sky means that the player has safely made it through the hurricane.

Word
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