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Between
the lines
As worldwide finan-
cial pressures
increase, many news-
papers are in a state
of collapse. Paid sub-
scribers are defect-
ing in droves to free
news sources on the
Web. Ad revenue
continues to decline
as the global reces-
sion deepens. As
their old business
model crumbles, pub-
lishers search for
alternative solutions
to survive.

Get out your newspaper
Gather a collection of political cartoons from your
newspaper. Using the Cartoon Evaluation Worksheet
(available online at the NIE Website) analyze each car-
toon and explain the issues addressed.

Talking points
1. Sure there’s MySpace and Facebook for social net-
working, Flicker for photos, Craigslist for shopping and
selling and Google for just about everything. And
Twitter for . . . something. short. But as Mike Keefe
points out in his cartoon, the venerable, old-fashioned
newspapers are still good for something. What do
newspapers do better than all these New Media tools?
2. John Cole looks into the future and sees Pulitzer
Prizes awarded for Tweeting (and texting, blogging,
FaceBooking). Is he serious? Could it happen? Why not?
3. When you look for news, where do you turn? What
should newspapers offer to get you to start reading
them, or get you to visit their websites?

What’s replacing
our newspapers?

Cartoon by Mike Keefe / Courtesy Caglecartoons.com

Cartoon by John Cole / Courtesy Caglecartoons.com

More from Mike Keefe
http://cagle.com/politicalcartoons/PCcartoons/keefe.asp

More from John Cole
http://cagle.com/politicalcartoons/PCcartoons/cole.asp
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