
A 
New 
Home

Mini Fact:
These 
immigrants 
became citizens 
during a 
naturalization
ceremony at the 
National Archives 
in Washington,
D.C.

Next Week:
Emancipation 
Proclamation

	 These words are on a plaque inside the 
base of the Statue of Liberty in New York 
Harbor. They were written by Emma Lazarus 
in 1883. Her family came to the United States
from Portugal.
	 Lazarus’ poem was meant 
as a welcome for people coming 
to America — people who 
wanted to be free, who had to 
leave their native lands, and 
who had traveled a long way.
	 The Mini Page celebrates 
Citizenship Day, Sept. 17, by 
exploring immigration.
America’s immigrants
	 Immigrants are people who come to a 
new place to live permanently. Most experts 
agree that the earliest immigrants to North 
America probably came across a land bridge 
between northeast Asia and Alaska about 
13,000 years ago. These people are believed to 
be the ancestors of Native Americans.
	 Since then, at different times, large 
groups of people have come to North  

America from Europe, Asia, Africa, and 
Central and South America.
	 In fact, even if you and your parents were
born in the United States, your family may be
able to trace its roots to another country.
Why immigrate?
	 Immigrants have come to the United States 
for many reasons. Some were looking for land 
to farm or better jobs. Others wanted to freely 
practice their religion, or they were unhappy 
with the government in their homeland.
	 Today, immigrants may be trying to 
escape harsh governments or military 
organizations in their home countries. 
In some parts of the world, people are 
persecuted, or treated in a harmful way, 
because of their religion or race.
Immigration’s effects
	 Immigration adds a lot to the culture of
a nation. People from other countries bring
new ideas, customs, foods and languages to
our communities.
	 But immigration 
also puts pressure on
a country. Sometimes 
it’s difficult for people
of different 
backgrounds to get 
along. Added people 
can strain a nation’s 
resources, such as 
energy, water and food supplies, housing, 
jobs, health care and education.

Becoming a citizen
	 If a lawful permanent resident wants 
to become a U.S. citizen, he or she must 
apply for naturalization. The government 
will check the immigrant’s history and 
make sure he or she is eligible.
	 Naturalized citizens have the same 
rights and responsibilities as native 
citizens, except they cannot be president of 
the United States.
Solving a problem
	 Some immigrants arrive in the U.S.
illegally. In other words, they come into 
the country without permission, called a 
visa, from the government.
	 The problem of illegal immigration is a
big one that presidents and Congress have
not been able to solve. Recently, you may
have heard about families being detained,
(held) or deported (sent back home) after 
trying to enter the U.S. illegally. This is just 
one part of the problem.
	 Lawmakers have many different ideas

about how to solve 
our immigration 
issues, from building 
a wall on the border 
between the U.S. 
and Mexico to 

refusing to allow any immigrants at all.
	 It will take a lot of cooperation and 
creative new ideas to solve this challenge 
for our country.

Words that remind us of immigration are hidden in this puzzle. 
Some words are hidden backward or diagonally, and some letters 
are used twice. See if you can find:

Teachers: Follow and 
interact with The Mini Page 
on Facebook!

For later:
Look in your newspaper for articles about 
immigration. 

Mini Jokes

Evan: �Why don’t you ever 
see penguins in the United Kingdom?

Addison: Because they’re afraid of Wales.

Try ’n’ Find

Authorities in Innaarsuit, a tiny 
village in northwestern Greenland, warned 
residents to be cautious as a pair of massive 
icebergs loomed just offshore. They feared 
that the massive chunks of ice might create 
large waves that could sweep ashore. Photos 
show towering wedges of ice overshadowing 
homes and businesses in the village, which 
has fewer than 200 people and relies heavily 
on fishing. In 2018, Innaarsuit faced a 
similar threat when a 10-million-ton iceberg 
prompted evacuations over fears of tsunami-
like waves, though the ice eventually drifted 
away. 

Eco Note

The Mini Page® © 2025 Andrews McMeel Syndication 

Th
e 

M
in

i P
ag

e®
 ©

 2
02

5 
An

dr
ew

s M
cM

ee
l S

yn
di

ca
tio

n

Founded by Betty DebnamIssue 36, 2025

CITIZENSHIP, COUNTRY, 
CUSTOMS, DEPORTED, 
FOODS, GOVERNMENT, 
IMMIGRANT, JOBS, 
LANGUAGES, LAZARUS, 
NATURALIZATION, 
PERSECUTED, RELIGION, 
STATUE, TRACE, VISA, 
WELCOME.

release dates: Sept. 6-12, 2025 36 (25)

adapted with permission from Earthweek.com

On the Web:
• bit.ly/MPcitizen

At the library:
• �“On the Block: Stories of Home” by 

Ellen Oh
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Mini Spy Classics

Based on materials originally produced and/or created by Betty Debnam.
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Mini Spy and her friends are planting a tree. See if you can find 
the hidden pictures. Then color the picture.

• two bananas
• ladder
• letter D
• dragon

• heart
• fish
• word MINI
• puppy’s face

• arrow
• pig’s face
• bell
• sailboat

• tooth

Give me your tired, your
   poor,
Your huddled masses
   yearning to breathe free,
The wretched refuse of
   your teeming shore.
Send these, the homeless,
   tempest-tost to me,
I lift my lamp beside the
   golden door!

Emma Lazarus
1849-1877

A former member 
of the U.S. Air Force 
cooks Thai food at
Mountain Home Air
Force Base in Idaho.


