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NIE would like to thank and recognize 
teachers who use the newspaper or 
other NIE resources as a regular part 
of their classroom instruction.
 
Each month between September 
2019 and April 2020, NIE will give 
away a  $15 gift card to one lucky 
NIE teacher.
 
For your chance to win, visit 
tampabay.com/nie and share your 
NIE classroom tips, tricks, ideas and 
strategies in 100 words or less!

Prizes will be awarded monthly from  
September 2019 – April 2020. You may 
enter every month, but you must enter a 
different strategy or idea each month. 
 
Visit tampabay.com/nie for official 
rules.  
 

 

BY ALLISON ROSS AND BEN LEONARD
Times Staff Writers

The thought keeps Harold 
Schomaker up at night: getting 
hacked.

Schomaker, Largo’s informa-
tion technology director and 
chief information officer, says 
the government for his bedroom 
community of about 85,000 peo-

ple follows best practices for 
cybersecurity.

But recent news that the Flor-
ida cities of Riviera Beach and 
Lake City were so paralyzed by 
ransomware attacks that they 
paid a combined $1 million plus 
to their attackers can’t help but 
unsettle him.

“It’s my biggest fear,” Scho-

maker said, adding that his 
city gets nonstop cyber threats. 
“Most of the time, you don’t even 
know it’s happened until after it 
has happened.”

The recent cyber attacks on 
Riviera Beach and Lake City 
knocked out email, phone ser-
vice and data on the cities’ sys-
tems.

News of those attacks came 
only weeks after the announce-
ment of a ransomware attack on 
Baltimore. While that port city 
refused to pay a ransom to its 
attackers, officials say it will cost 
more than $18 million to rebuild 
Baltimore’s systems.

Assaults on government agen-

cies using ransomware, a type 
of malware designed to extort 
money or other payoff by block-
ing systems or making changes 
to a victim’s computer, are not 
new. But experts say such attacks 
have increased in frequency in 
recent years.

Ransomware attacks have local cities on high alert
Cyber takeovers in Riviera Beach and Lake 
City force a combined $1 million payout.

Harold 
Schomaker,  
Largo’s 
information 
technology 
director, says 
his city gets 
cyber threats.
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The film ‘Yesterday’ imagines a world without the Beatles, with a twist. Etc, 2B

RAPINOE LEADS 
U.S. TO VICTORY 
OVER FRANCE
The United States remains 
in contention for a fourth 
World Cup championship 
by edging France 2-1 on 
Friday. Megan Rapinoe and 
her team face England in 
the semifinal on Tuesday. 
Sports, 1C

White supremacist 
gets life in prison
James Alex Fields Jr. killed 
one person and injured 
two dozen others as he 
drove his car into a crowd 
of counterprotesters at 
a white nationalist rally 
in Charlottesville, Va., in 
2017.  On Friday, he was 
sentenced to life in prison. 
Nation, 4A

Centro Ybor 
theater is closing
Centro Ybor’s movie theater 
is ending its 19-year run in 
the complex, which has 
faced long-term economic 
challenges. New tenants 
are on the way, including a 
co-working company with 
shared office space. 
Local, 1B

No clear path for 
Shell Key pass
Local environmental group 
Tampa Bay Watch is 
disappointed that Gov. 
Ron DeSantis vetoed a 
$1 million plan that would 
have dredged the pass 
at the Shell Key nature 
preserve in Pinellas County. 
Since 2015, the pass has 
been blocked, cutting off 
access to the gulf and 
turning water stagnant. 
Local, 1B

Military strikes 
need no consent 
The Senate fell short Friday, 
in a 50-40 vote, on a defense 
bill amendment that would 
have required approval by 
Congress before President 
Donald Trump could order 
military strikes. Nation, 5A

New Jabil focus 
is on sustainability
Global manufacturer Jabil, 
based in Pinellas County,   
is launching an initiative to 
design, source and deliver 
new lines of sustainable 
product packaging. 
 Business, 3B

The party returns 
to Beer Can Island
Hillsborough County Code 
Enforcement had ordered 
activity shut down on the 
island that sits between 
Apollo Beach and MacDill 
Air Force Base because 
it didn’t have a land-use 
designation. On Friday, the 
Code Enforcement Board 
dismissed the violation.
Local, 1B

Out on the town
Itching for some-
thing fun to do but 
don’t know what’s 

going on? No problem! Find 
local events at tampabay.
com/things-to-do. 
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BY KATHLEEN McGRORY  
AND NEIL BEDI
Times Staff Writers

Johns Hopkins All Children’s 
Hospital will make sweeping 
changes to its policies and struc-
ture in response to problems 
in its heart surgery unit, Johns 
Hopkins announced Friday.

The changes include new 
checks and balances on the hos-
pital’s president, more rigorous 
evaluations for top executives, 

better tracking of internal com-
plaints, more thorough vetting of 
doctors and improved monitor-
ing of patient safety and quality 
metrics. 

Top executives will now report 
to both the hospital president 
and Johns Hopkins Health Sys-
tem leaders in Baltimore. And 
officials in Baltimore will be 
more involved in hiring, firing 
and discipline in St. Petersburg.

The new policies come after 

the Tampa Bay Times exposed 
serious problems in the hospi-
tal’s heart surgery unit, including 
a sharp increase in surgical mor-
tality and complications.

Late last year, the Johns Hop-
kins Medicine board hired the 
law firm Gibson Dunn to investi-
gate the unit. Johns Hopkins offi-
cials promised to “share lessons 
learned from the review.”

Gibson Dunn reviewed more 

Big changes at hospital
Johns Hopkins will have more oversight of leaders 
at All Children’s, will track internal complaints. 

BY LAWRENCE MOWER
Times/Herald Tallahassee Bureau

TALLAHASSEE — Gov. Ron 
DeSantis signed into law Fri-
day evening a controversial bill 
limiting how many felons will 
be able to vote, undercutting 
much of the promise of last 
year’s historic Amendment 4.

DeSantis 
announced 
the signing 
in a news 
release after 
the  c lose 
of business 
and before 
a weekend 
— one day 
short of his 
deadline to 
sign it.

“I am considering whether 
to seek restoration of all civil 
rights to some of those whose 
rights were restored by Amend-
ment 4,” DeSantis wrote in a let-
ter to Florida Secretary of State 
Laurel Lee. “However, I would 
only consider restoring rights 
to those convicted of nonviolent 
offenses.”

The American Civil Liber-
ties Union and other groups 
quickly filed a lawsuit to block 
the bill from going into effect.

The lawsuit was filed on 
behalf of several felons who 
were able to register to vote, 
but were ruled ineligible 
under the Legislature’s bill.

“It is not constitutional, it 
is not legal, and it is not right 
to deny people the right to 
vote because you can’t pay,” 
said Micah Kubic, executive 
director of the ACLU of Flor-
ida. “What this bill does is re-
establish a poll tax.”

The bill passed last month 
by Florida’s Republican-con-
trolled Legislature was called 
a “poll tax” by critics because 

Felon 
‘poll 
tax’ bill 
signed 
DeSantis approves 
a law limiting 
Amendment 4 
voting eligibility.

Gov. Ron 
DeSantis

BY NEIL BEDI AND  
KATHLEEN McGRORY
Times Staff Writers

A family whose daughter 
died after a 2018 heart trans-
plant at Johns Hopkins All 
Children’s Hospital has settled 
a legal claim with the hospital 
for $2.35 million, according to 
state records. 

The payment was made 
in May, six months after a 

Tampa Bay Times investigation 
found an alarming number of 
surgical deaths in the hospital’s 
Heart Institute. Children died 
after heart surgery at a higher 
rate than at any other program 
in Florida in the last decade.

The health system disclosed to 
investors in February that it was 
negotiating with 11 families fol-
lowing the Times story. It added 

Family settles for $2.35M 
over heart surgery death

Photos by WILFREDO LEE   |   Associated Press
From left, former Vice President Joe Biden, Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., and Sen. Kamala Harris, D-Calif., await the start of 
Thursday night’s second wave of Democrats following Wednesday’s opening debate in Miami. 

BY STEVE CONTORNO
Times Political Editor

They came. They debated. Now what?
Florida’s week hosting the Democratic 

debates and the party’s menagerie of candi-
dates is over. Miami is in the rearview mirror. 
The contenders are back to stumping in Iowa’s 
99 counties and holding court in New Hamp-
shire living rooms, where the attention is likely 
to stay for much of the rest of the year.

Democrats leave behind a tremendous 
vacuum in the country’s most important 
swing state. Except for fundraising stops and 
a few small events, none of the campaigns 
have invested much time and energy in Flor-
ida and they don’t have plans to anytime 
soon. But while the candidates eat meat on a 
stick at county fairs and court New England 
newspaper endorsements, President Donald 
Trump is ramping up a well-funded, digitally 
savvy re-election machine in Florida and 
other 2020 battlegrounds.

Debates over, Democrats 
leave a vacuum for Trump
As two dozen challengers pivot to Iowa and New Hampshire, 
the president can ramp up his re-election campaign in Florida.

The 10 Democratic presidential candidates who debated Thursday are 
part of a very large field that will put Florida on the back burner for now.
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To request print or digital newspapers for your  
classroom, visit tampabay.com/nie and click on sign up here.

contact

For more information about NIE,  
visit tampabay.com/nie or 

call 727-893-8138 

mail

ordernie@tampabay.com 

social

Twitter at  
twitter.com/TBTimesNIE 

Facebook 
facebook.com/TBTNIE

Teach with the 
Tampa Bay Times and
win a $15 Gift Card!


