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BY STEVE CONTORNO
Times Political Editor

Registered Floridians who haven’t 
already voted can head to the polls 
Tuesday to weigh in on primary races 
for contested Congressional seats, 
county elections and other local 
offices. How the ballot counting goes 
will be the best indication yet on how 
ready the state is for the long-awaited 
November election. Here are seven 
things to watch.

1 Will U.S. Rep. Ross Spano lose his 
primary?

Spano is running for re-election in what should 
be a relatively safe seat for an incumbent Republi-
can. But he’s one of the most vulnerable members 
of Congress because of his legal troubles.

The embattled freshman lawmaker is facing 
multiple investigations for campaign finance vio-
lations related to his 2018 campaign. The allega-
tion is that Spano illegally loaned his campaign 
$180,000, which he borrowed from two friends. 
Spano, a lawyer, acknowledged he likely broke the 
law, but insists it wasn’t intentional. His explana-
tion, though, has been rife with inconsistencies.

Enter Scott Franklin, a Lakeland city commis-
sioner who is challenging Spano in a district that 
covers east Hillsborough, and parts of Polk and 

Lake coun-
ties. This isn’t 
a long shot 
bid; Franklin 
has impres-
sive backing 
that includes 
the politically 
influential 
Barnett fam-
ily, founders 

of Polk County-based Publix supermarkets. And 
while party establishment figures like U.S. Sen. 
Marco Rubio have stood by Spano, Franklin has 
picked up the support of U.S. Rep. Matt Gaetz, a 
Panhandle Republican close to President Donald 
Trump.

Meanwhile, there’s a heated race in the Dem-

ocratic primary for a shot at the GOP winner 
between military veteran and state Rep. Adam 
Hattersley and former TV journalist Alan Cohn. 
Cohn has accused Hattersley of being too conser-
vative for the Democratic primary, noting that his 
opponent was registered no-party affiliation until 
2018 and has waffled on supporting a $15 mini-
mum wage. Hattersley contends he gives Demo-
crats the best chance to flip the seat. He replaced 
Spano in the state Legislature in 2019 by winning 
a district Republicans had held for 20 years.

2 Who will win the chance to face 
U.S. Rep. Charlie Crist?

In a normal year, the Republican primary for 
Florida’s 13th Congressional District may have 
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BY DAN SULLIVAN
Times Staff Writer

In late May, Gov. Ron DeSantis 
selected two justices for the Flor-
ida Supreme Court. One of them 
was Renatha Francis, a circuit 
judge in Palm Beach County.

Her appointment was hailed 
for adding diversity to a court 
that lacks it. 
An immigrant 
from Jamaica, 
she would be 
the only Black 
justice, and the 
only female.

But as the 
initial praise 
subsided, there 
came whispers 
in Florida’s 
legal commu-
nity: Why her?

Francis was one of 32 appli-
cants for the vacancies on Flor-
ida’s highest court. There were 
seven Black applicants. Some 
of the others were judges with 
decades on the bench. Francis 
lacks similar experience, yet she 
was the only non-white candidate 
of nine final nominees submitted 
to the governor.

Now comes a direct challenge: 
State Rep. Geraldine Thompson, 
D-Windermere, argues in a law-
suit that Francis is unqualified 
to be a Supreme Court justice. 
That’s because Francis has not 
been a member of the Florida 
Bar for 10 years, one of the only 
technical requirements for join-
ing the court. Francis won’t meet 
that until Sept. 24.

While judges are nonparti-
san, politics is often a factor in 
their selection. And, as governor, 
DeSantis has the power to select 
whom he wants.

But Thompson, a Black law-
maker, says the governor should 
have to pick someone else. She 
wants the Supreme Court to 
order him to do so.

•  •  •

The five justices who were 
already on the court all boast law 
degrees from big-name schools: 
the University of Florida, Flor-
ida State, Harvard, Yale. All had 
experience ranging between 
20 and 30 years as lawyers and 
judges before being appointed.

Francis, 42, got her law 

How did 
judge 
rise so 
quickly?

BY JOSH SOLOMON
Times Staff Writer

It is only a simulation. It’s also 
the worst-case scenario. One day, 
it could be reality.

“Hurricane Phoenix” is the 
hypothetical disaster that would 
change life in the Tampa Bay 
area forever.

Imagine a Category 5 storm 
that drowns South Tampa and 
turns St. Petersburg into an 
island. The bridges rendered 
impassable, the airports unus-
able and the region’s communi-
ties left on their own until help 
arrives. Power loss in some areas 
could last months. The beaches 
would be wiped away, as would 
tourism. Nearly every small busi-
ness could die. Recovery would 
take a decade.

That is the vivid and grim pic-
ture painted by Hurricane Phoe-
nix 2.0, the doomsday scenario 
hurricane simulation conducted 
by the Tampa Bay Regional Plan-
ning Council.

If all that sounds hyperbolic, 
it’s not. The Tampa Bay area is 
considered to be one of the most 
vulnerable population centers to 
a hurricane strike. The fact that 
we haven’t been hit by a major 
hurricane in 99 years is nothing 
more than luck, experts say.

Phoenix 2.0 is the update to 
the council’s widely-cited 2009 
Phoenix simulation, which first 
explained how devastating a 
major hurricane could be. It would 
create millions of tons of rubble 
and economic damage equivalent 
to erasing a small nation.

The report arrives at a partic-
ularly salient moment: Climatol-
ogists predict 2020 may be one 
of the most active hurricane sea-
sons on record.

But there is no simulating the 
human toll of such a storm.

It’s impossible to calculate 
exactly how likely a hurricane 
like Phoenix is to strike Flor-
ida, much less the bay area. Only 
four Category 5 storms have hit 
the U.S. mainland in almost 170 
years of recorded history. Yet, 
the National Hurricane Center 
estimates that statistically the 
Tampa Bay area should get hit 
by a Category 3 or higher storm 
about every three decades.

“You don’t need a 5 to bring 
Tampa Bay to its knees,” said 
Hurricane Center spokesman 
Dennis Feltgen.

Disaster 
may lead 
to end of 
paradise
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the qualifications of 
Renatha Francis for 
Florida’s high court.

“Hurricane Phoenix” 
paints a devastating 
worst-case scenario 
for life in Tampa Bay.

CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC  
 For the latest news, go to tampabay.com/coronavirus
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JOHN PENDYGRAFT   |   Times

Isadora Pendygraft, headed to third grade, shows masks she tested for form, fit and function. She wears 
the winner, chosen for breathable fabric, comfort and adjustable ear straps. And it matched her dress.

W
ith school expected to start soon, kids will be required to wear 
face masks all day. Many of us only wear them for 30 to 40 min-
utes at a time in a store, so we might not realize how hard it can 
be to wear a face covering for hours at a time.

As health care workers and grocery store clerks already have 
learned, long-term use of masks mean more than just your glasses 
fogging up. You can get skin irritation and sore ears. It might take 
a bit of trial and error to find the style that fits right and is the 
most comfortable.

Tampa Bay public school districts have announced they will be 
providing cloth face masks to students and staff, but pediatricians 

and educators suggest practicing now to get used to wearing them for long periods.
With this in mind, we asked a panel of volunteers from age 3 to 56 to test out three differ-

ent masks that they each wore for at least four hours — or at least tried to.
Some inexpensive masks were surprisingly more comfortable than designer face coverings.

MASKOLOGY: 
FIT, FASHION

Comfort counts for those who will be wearing 
face coverings for hours on end: schoolchildren 

and teachers. Our panel rates the brands.

BY SHARON KENNEDY WYNNE AND MAGGIE DUFFY   |   Times Staff Writers

LIGHTNING REGAIN 
CONTROL WITH WIN
Tampa Bay defeats Columbus 3-2 
in Game 3 of their first-round play-
off series Saturday night, retaking 
momentum after winning the first 
game and losing the second game.  
Game 4 is Monday. Sports, 1C

CORONAVIRUS DEATH 
RATE CONTINUES UP
The state’s weekly average of 
announced coronavirus deaths 
went up Saturday as the state 
added 204 fatalities. The weekly 
average rate is about 177 deaths 
per day. 4A 

FLORIDA FORECAST: 
RECORD DEFICIT
The state faces a $5.4 billion bud-
get deficit over the next two years. 
Although a fraction of the state’s 
$92.2 billion budget, it is the largest 
gap between revenue forecasts in 
state history. Local & State, 1B

ACCUSATIONS SLAM 
FEMALE WRESTLER
In a new book, Jeannine Mjoseth, 
who wrestled as Mad Maxine and 
Lady Maxine, alleges that the Fabu-
lous Moolah, the sport’s first main-
stream female wrestler, pimped 
proteges. Floridian, 1E
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Back to school
All resources can be accessed by going to tampabay.com/nie.

 TEACHER TO-DO LIST:

News-based lessons for grades K-4,  
5-8 and 9-12. Perfect for “bell ringer”  
activities. Click on > Lesson Plans  
under the Resources menu.

CURRICULUM  
SUPPLEMENTS
NIE offers original curriculum  
supplements aligned with the  
Florida Standards in print and  
digital formats. Click on >   
Curriculum menu.

Topics of astronomical 
interest from NASA’s 
Night Sky Network. 
Updated monthly.

Five-question, multiple-choice quiz on 
geography in the news. Updated weekly. 
Click on > Headline Geography under  
the Resources menu.

Activities based on editorial  
cartoons. This is a great way to  
encourage critical thinking.  
Click on > Cartoons for the 
Classroom under the Resources menu.

Articles, videos and activities about 
current news events are provided for 
discussion. Updated weekly.  
Click on > Front Page Talking Points 
under the Resources menu.

Five-question, multiple-choice quiz  
on current events. Updated weekly. 
Click on > Last Week in the News 
under the Resources menu.

 Click on > NASA Space Place under 
the Resources menu.

Videos of current news events  
and discussion questions. Updated  
weekly. Click on > News Video under 
the Resources menu.

	 NIE TEACHER 		
	 OF THE YEAR 
NIE’s annual Teacher of the Year  
contest recognizes educators who 
teach with the Times. Click on > 
Teacher of the Year under the About 
NIE menu.

Keep up to date!
 twitter.com/TBTimesNIE 
 facebook.com/TBTNIE

Decorate classroom and door 
Organize supplies 
Set up grade book
Post homework policy
SIGN UP FOR CLASSROOM 
NEWSPAPERS!

For more information, visit tampabay.com/nie.
Email ordernie@tampabay.com or call 727-893-8138.

Videos and activities based on 
current news events. Click on >  
Special Reports under the Resources 
menu.

The Tampa Bay Times Newspaper in 
Education program is proud to offer 
the Pulitzer Prize-winning Tampa Bay 
Times in print and digital formats for 
teachers to use in their classrooms  
free of charge.
New for 2023-2024, NIE teachers who 
receive print copies of the Tampa Bay 
Times may also request free print  
copies of our community weekly  
newspapers.
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To request print or digital newspapers 
for your classroom, visit tampabay.
com/nie. Click on > Sign up here.
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A Park Like No Other

Krate, one of the largest shipping container shopping parks  

in the U.S., celebrates its long-awaited grand opening. 5

Wesley Chapel
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