Diane Dove, Safety Harbor Middle School, Pinellas County

“Students read a Tampa Bay Times article in class, discern the important information,
and articulate a summary of its main points. The students are required to demonstrate
their knowledge by using a solid introductory sentence, answering all six journalistic
guestions (who, what, when, where, why, how), using proper format, correct grammar,
usage and mechanics, and accurately citing the article.”

Diane was chosen as a 2015 Honorable Mention for using the Tampa Bay Times as
part of her weekly curriculum.

Each week, Diane’s students are required to complete an “Article of the Week” (AOW)
assignment. Students are presented with an article from the Tampa Bay Times in class,
which they must read, discern the important information and articulate a summary of the
article’s main points. The students are required to demonstrate their knowledge of
summarization by using a solid introductory sentence; answering all six journalistic
guestions; using proper format, including correct grammar, usage and mechanics; and
accurately citing the article. Students then peer-review and evaluate each other’s work
using a detailed, teacher-created rubric and participate in a class discussion.



Diane finds that this activity often leads to curiosity and questions about local, national
and international current events. The “Article of the Week’ assignment has enhanced
student learning by providing students opportunities to write routinely on informational
text. The goal of the assignment is to not only have students demonstrate their
understanding of the main idea of an article, but also to synthesize their own ideas
about the world.
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