Tracey Keim, St. Petersburg High School, Pinellas County

“There are no limits to what they write, only that they tell me what is going on, being
encouraged to use bigger words, better descriptions and dialogue. I tell them to live in
the moment that is right there in front of them.”
Tracey was chosen as the 2015 Grand Prize Winner because of how she uses the
Tampa Bay Times in her classroom to encourage creativity and help her students
improve their reading, writing and critical thinking skills.
One of her favorite lesson plans is called “Every picture tells a story.” Keim collects
photos from the Tampa Bay Times and removes the captions. Each student chooses a
photo and writes about what he or she thinks is happening in the photo. Keim
encourages the use of dialogue and imagery. “‘What do YOU think is going on here?’
her students are queried. ‘Tell me and get my attention. It doesn't have to be the truth.’
The stories are phenomenal. This activity gives students a chance to dream or imagine
what is or what could be. There are no limits to what they write.” At the end of the unit,
Tracey hangs up the pictures with the original captions so that the students can see
what the real story was. This unit encourages creativity and thinking by giving students
a chance to dream or imagine what is or what could be.

In another lesson, Tracey used a week's worth of the Tampa Bay Times to introduce the
word "community" for a problem solving paper. The students worked in groups to
identify problems in a community in order to understand the many meanings of the word
community. Community goes beyond just neighborhood: it can be your school
community, church community, family community, state, country or even the world
community. Community can also be a group in which you are a member of the gay
community, the St. Pete High community, the choral/band community, etc. Tracey
introduced this unit by going through the newspaper and showing different problems
here and around the world. Then the class discussed who was affected: children,
adults, a neighborhood, a group, etc. From there, each student identified a problem
within the community of their choice that was a current event. They then worked on
cause and effect papers, ultimately offering a solution. They were assessed by
participation and thoughtful writing to a rubric.

