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Brenda is a speech language pathologist at Anclote High School in Pasco County.  
 
Brenda was chosen as a 2020 NIE Teacher of the Year Honorable Mention for using 
the Times on a weekly basis to improve students’ vocabulary, enhance student 
engagement and encourage them to be active stakeholders in their community. 
 
Early in the school year, students identify what type of articles they like to read and how 
that type of article can help them achieve their Individual Educational Plan goals.  
 
Then, each week, students select an article of interest from any section of the Times, 
read the article using learned comprehension strategies and answer the “Five Ws” 
(who, what, why, where and how). Then, they self-evaluate their use of comprehension 
strategies using a rubric specifically developed for this exercise. 
 
According to Brenda, having students identify how the Times can help them achieve 
their goals not only heightens their classroom engagement, but also makes news and 
newspapers relevant by connecting stories to students’ lives. For example, one student 
who was not initially interested in reading anything, but wanted to become a chef, chose 
articles about food and dining. 
 
Brenda was also honored as an Honorable Mention in 2019. 
 

 
 
 
 

 



  


