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Susan is a media specialist at Pride Elementary School in Hillsborough County. 
 
Susan was chosen as a 2020 NIE Teacher of the Year Honorable Mention for her use 
of the Times as an instructional tool over many years. For example, her fifth-grade 
television crew has used the Times every morning for more than a decade to research 
and write a local sports story for the school morning show.  
 
In 2019-2020, Susan’s fourth-grade students created a school newspaper, the Pride 
Times, using the Tampa Bay Times as their model. 
 
Students learned what newspapers are, why they are important and what roles they 
serve in society. They learned how to identify key parts of newspapers, such as 
headlines, datelines, bylines, cutlines and photo credits. As a class, they discussed the 
differences between advertisements and news, and between hard news and 
commentary. Finally, they explored some of the special features such as comics, 
weather, and puzzles.  
 
The students came up with a name for their newspaper and applied for various beats, 
including editor, opinion writer, photographer, advice columnist and beat reporters. 
 
The students successfully produced a monthly, student-written newspaper that includes 
news articles, opinion pieces, interviews and features such as an advice column, 
crossword puzzles, word searches, riddles and cryptoquotes. The newspaper also 
includes advertisements, which students purchase using the “Pride Bucks” they earn for 
good behavior. 
 
Working together to create a student newspaper has improved Susan’s students’ 
speaking, listening, writing and reading abilities. They have practiced and honed their 
skills for almost all of the fourth grade Florida Standards for writing. And in addition to 
the numerous writing skills learned, they have learned both to work on their own 
initiative and to work as a team. 
 



 



 


