Teach with the
Tampa Bay Times and

win a $15 Gift Card!

NIE would like to thank and recognize
Tampa Bay teachers who use the print
newspaper, the e-Newspaper or other
NIE resources as a regular part of their
classroom instruction.
Each month between September
2021 and April 2022, NIE will give
away a $15 gift card to one lucky
NIE teacher.
For your chance to win, share your
favorite NIE lesson plan, activity,
idea or strategy in 100 words or less!

Prizes will be awarded monthly from
September 2021 – April 2022. You may
enter every month, but you must enter a
different strategy or idea each month.
Visit tampabay.com/nie and click on
Resources, then Information for Teachers
to enter and for official rules.
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What to watch as Florida votes
BY STEVE CONTORNO
Times Political Editor

Registered Floridians who haven’t
already voted can head to the polls
Tuesday to weigh in on primary races
for contested Congressional seats,
county elections and other local
offices. How the ballot counting goes
will be the best indication yet on how
ready the state is for the long-awaited
November election. Here are seven
things to watch.

Disaster
may lead
to end of
paradise
“Hurricane Phoenix”
paints a devastating
worst-case scenario
for life in Tampa Bay.
BY JOSH SOLOMON

Times Staff Writer

To request print or digital newspapers for
your classroom, visit tampabay.com/nie
and click on sign up here.

tampabay.com

It is only a simulation. It’s also
the worst-case scenario. One day,
it could be reality.
“Hurricane Phoenix” is the
hypothetical disaster that would
change life in the Tampa Bay
area forever.
Imagine a Category 5 storm
that drowns South Tampa and
turns St. Petersburg into an
island. The bridges rendered
impassable, the airports unusable and the region’s communities left on their own until help
arrives. Power loss in some areas
could last months. The beaches
would be wiped away, as would
tourism. Nearly every small business could die. Recovery would
take a decade.
That is the vivid and grim picture painted by Hurricane Phoenix 2.0, the doomsday scenario
hurricane simulation conducted
by the Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council.
If all that sounds hyperbolic,
it’s not. The Tampa Bay area is
considered to be one of the most
vulnerable population centers to
a hurricane strike. The fact that
we haven’t been hit by a major
hurricane in 99 years is nothing
more than luck, experts say.
Phoenix 2.0 is the update to
the council’s widely-cited 2009
Phoenix simulation, which first
explained how devastating a
major hurricane could be. It would
create millions of tons of rubble
and economic damage equivalent
to erasing a small nation.
The report arrives at a particularly salient moment: Climatologists predict 2020 may be one
of the most active hurricane seasons on record.
But there is no simulating the

U.S. Rep. Ross Spano lose his
primary?
1 Will

Spano is running for re-election in what should
be a relatively safe seat for an incumbent Republican. But he’s one of the most vulnerable members
of Congress because of his legal troubles.
The embattled freshman lawmaker is facing
multiple investigations for campaign finance violations related to his 2018 campaign. The allegation is that Spano illegally loaned his campaign
$180,000, which he borrowed from two friends.
Spano, a lawyer, acknowledged he likely broke the
law, but insists it wasn’t intentional. His explanation, though, has been rife with inconsistencies.
Enter Scott Franklin, a Lakeland city commissioner who is challenging Spano in a district that
covers east Hillsborough, and parts of Polk and

Lake counties. This isn’t
a long shot
bid; Franklin
has impressive backing
that includes
the politically
influential
U.S. Rep.
Scott
Barnett famRoss Spano
Franklin
ily, founders
of Polk County-based Publix supermarkets. And
while party establishment figures like U.S. Sen.
Marco Rubio have stood by Spano, Franklin has
picked up the support of U.S. Rep. Matt Gaetz, a
Panhandle Republican close to President Donald
Trump.
Meanwhile, there’s a heated race in the Dem-

ocratic primary for a shot at the GOP winner
between military veteran and state Rep. Adam
Hattersley and former TV journalist Alan Cohn.
Cohn has accused Hattersley of being too conservative for the Democratic primary, noting that his
opponent was registered no-party affiliation until
2018 and has waffled on supporting a $15 minimum wage. Hattersley contends he gives Democrats the best chance to flip the seat. He replaced
Spano in the state Legislature in 2019 by winning
a district Republicans had held for 20 years.

will win the chance to face
U.S. Rep. Charlie Crist?
2 Who
In a normal year, the Republican primary for
Florida’s 13th Congressional District may have
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CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC

For the latest news, go to tampabay.com/coronavirus

MASKOLOGY:
FIT, FASHION

Comfort counts for those who will be wearing
face coverings for hours on end: schoolchildren
and teachers. Our panel rates the brands.

For more information,
Visit tampabay.com/nie
Email ordernie@tampabay.com
Call 727-893-8138

How did
judge
rise so
quickly?
A lawsuit questions
the qualifications of
Renatha Francis for
Florida’s high court.
BY DAN SULLIVAN

Times Staff Writer

In late May, Gov. Ron DeSantis
selected two justices for the Florida Supreme Court. One of them
was Renatha Francis, a circuit
judge in Palm Beach County.
Her appointment was hailed
for adding diversity to a court
that lacks it.
An immigrant
from Jamaica,
she would be
the only Black
justice, and the
only female.
But as the
initial praise
subsided, there Circuit
came whispers Court Judge
in Florida’s Renatha
legal commu- Francis
nity: Why her?
Francis was one of 32 applicants for the vacancies on Florida’s highest court. There were
seven Black applicants. Some
of the others were judges with
decades on the bench. Francis
lacks similar experience, yet she
was the only non-white candidate
of nine final nominees submitted
to the governor.
Now comes a direct challenge:
State Rep. Geraldine Thompson,
D-Windermere, argues in a lawsuit that Francis is unqualified
to be a Supreme Court justice.
That’s because Francis has not
been a member of the Florida
Bar for 10 years, one of the only
technical requirements for joining the court. Francis won’t meet
that until Sept. 24.
While judges are nonpartisan, politics is often a factor in
their selection. And, as governor,
DeSantis has the power to select
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JOHN PENDYGRAFT | Times

Isadora Pendygraft, headed to third grade, shows masks she tested for form, fit and function. She wears
the winner, chosen for breathable fabric, comfort and adjustable ear straps. And it matched her dress.

BY SHARON KENNEDY WYNNE AND MAGGIE DUFFY | Times Staff Writers
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